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Master’s Message
State of the Lodge

February 2026
Seth Roderick, WM

February has proven itself a month of fellowship, one of those seasons where the cold
without is met by warmth within.

It afforded our Lodge a great honor to welcome Right Worshipful William Patrick Delaney,
District Deputy Grand Master for the 8th Masonic District, to our Stated Communication on
February 13th. He provided instruction for the good of the Lodge and communicated the
Grand Master’s theme for the year, delivered with that calm firmness which becomes the
office. In the same visit, the DDGM was pleased to award Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 the
Hillman Award for 2025, an accolade received with gratitude to the Brethren for their work
in the previous year.

The DDGM'’s visit was preceded by our annual Lodge Chili Supper, a tradition as hearty as
it is competitive. By vote of the Brethren, Brother Mike Scullin, Senior Steward, was named
Fredericksburg Chili Master, in recognition of his outstanding chili. It is further notable (and
recorded here for the amusement of posterity) that the Worshipful Master observed no use
of Tums, or digestive distress, during the ensuing Stated Communication, an uncommon
testament either to fortitude, or to Brother Scullin’s merciful seasoning.

Early February also cast the Temple in the Great Snowcrete of 2026. While the Lodge
endured the weather with its usual dignity, the only major casualty was the loss of the
gutter on the east side of the old building. This matter is being addressed, and we shall see
it fixed soon.

Our Brethren were abroad to other Lodges in the cause of fraternity. This month the Lodge
recorded Fraternal Visits to Hudson-Morris Lodge No. 80 in King George, Spotsylvania
Lodge No. 26, Edward H. Cann Daylight Lodge No. 1752 in Fredericksburg, and Ashland
Lodge No. 168 in Ashland. I extend sincere fraternal appreciation to the Worshipful Masters
and Brethren of these Lodges for their hospitality and the kindness with which our Brothers
were received.




In the midst of these outward labors, we rejoiced also in the inward work of Masonry. This
month we Raised two Brothers to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason. Congratulations to
both, and a job well done on their work in the preceding degrees. Their advancement
reflects credit upon themselves, their coaches, and the Lodge which has supported them.

Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 was further honored to lay a wreath at the tomb of our Brother
George Washington at his family cemetery, on the occasion of his birthday. The Lodge
extends its most sincere appreciation to the Worshipful Master and Brethren of Alexandria-
Washington Lodge No. 22 for arranging this important event to honor our illustrious
Brother, and for the welcoming fellowship reception following. Worshipful Jonathan
Suidmak and I, in the spirit of fraternity and enthusiasm for our respective Lodges, have
mutually assured that we will exchange, at some points this year, Degree work in our
respective Lodges, and other fraternal endeavors, in the spirit of our Brother Washington’s
example of hospitality.

It has been a busy month for our Brothers laboring in and out of the Lodge. I am grateful for
your endeavors, which have warmed this cold month, and I look forward to longer and
greener days in the coming weeks.

Sincerely and Fraternally,

Seth Roderick, WM




Secretary’s Corner

My Brethren,

As we're nearing the end of the first quarter, everyone who's current on their dues should
have received or will shortly be receiving their dues card. Tracking and mailing these to
around 160 members is a big undertaking and we need your cooperation. Please make sure
your contact information, both your mailing and email address, are up to date. Your dues
card will be mailed to the address we have on file and your invoice is sent out exclusively
by email through Grand View. Therefore, you're strongly encouraged to register on Grand
View if you haven't already, as you can manage your information and you will find many
useful resources there to aid you in your Masonic journey. If mailed to the wrong address,
we can order you a new dues card, but that will result in additional delay. We're also going
to shortly start the process of contacting those who owe for more than one year and are at
risk of suspension. As always, if you're in that situation, the worst thing you can do is to
ignore it. If you reach out to us, we can work with you to remit your dues as appropriate or
work out a payment schedule. We never want to lose anyone as a Brother. And if you
believe there's an error, again reach out so we can look into it and fix any mistakes.

Also please reach out to us if you have other needs. Please let your loved ones know if you
wish a Masonic funeral service when you pass and let your next of kin know how to contact
the Lodge should the need arise. We have an active widows' program and would love to
continue to be there for your wife or children when you're no longer around.

Christopher Tripp, PM
Secretary

To commemorate the nation’s Semiquincentennial, we have partnered with the Historic
Fredericksburg Foundation, Inc. for a series of ten VA250 lectures on the Revolutionary War
heroes of Fredericksburg. Free to the public and hosted at the Lodge, we trust these
presenters will both educate and inspire. The announcement is on the following page. We
look forward to seeing you at any one of them, and please share the announcement on our
social media and with your friends, family, and colleagues. Thank you.

In the world of social media, we now have a LinkedIn page! Current or past officers and
committeemen of the Lodge are encouraged to add that to their LinkedIn profile with our
Lodge page selected. If you have an article in mind that bridges professional development
and Freemasonry, please do share with us for review and potential publication on LinkedIn.

Ethan Burgess
Assistant Secretary



https://www.linkedin.com/company/fredericksburg-lodge-4/

FREE LECTURE SERIES: FREDERICKSBURG'S i mmosune
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R

7:00 p.m. | Fredericksburg Lodge No.4 | 803 Princess Anne St. ‘Fredericksbur,

1\ Intro to the “Lodge at Fredericksburgh”
;tln i .. Bro.. Ethan Burgess Asst. Secretary, Lodge No. 4

Col. Fielding Lewis

Barbra Anderson Historic Fredericksburg Foundation, Inc.

The 5th Virginia Convention
R.:W:. Shelby L. Chandler Historian & Past Master, Lodge No. 4

Lt. Col. Gustavus B. Wallace

Kylie Thomson Curator of Collections, Fredericksburg Area Museum

Brig. Gen. Hugh Mercer
Trip Wiggins Hugh Mercer Historic Interpreter

Brig. Gen. George Weedon
Bro.. Charles McDaniel Weedon Family Collateral Des

Marquis Lafayette

David Durham Co-Chair, Fredericksburg L;—:ﬁ;‘_;_;etm Bicentennial

Maj. Benjamin Day
W..B.. Michael Dove Archivist & Past Master, Lodge No. 4

Lt. Col. James Monroe
R W.. Bill Thomas President, James Monroe Memorial Foundation

Gen. George Washington

Bill Garner President, George Washington Foundation



https://masoniclodge4.org/

Saturday, May 16, 2026

$55 Tickets, Guests Welcome — 100 Seats Available
March 1 — Registration Opens to Reunion Lodges
April 10 — Registration Opens to Other Lodges

2:00 PM - Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 Tours

4:00 PM - Fredericksburg Area Museum Tour (Group 1)
4:45 PM - Fredericksburg Area Museum Tour (Group 2)
6:00 PM - Social Hour Begins at Ristorante Renato

7:00 PM — Chicken Parmesan Dinner

7:45 PM - Festive Board, Toasts & Speakers

Hosted by Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4, A.F. & A.M.

Purchase Tickets at
MasonicLodge4.org/Store

Learn More



https://0r54vb-3m.myshopify.com/products/reunion-of-the-founding-lodges-2026-festive-board-ticket
https://0r54vb-3m.myshopify.com/products/reunion-of-the-founding-lodges-2026-festive-board-ticket

Fredericksburg Masonic Museum Association
Stewardship in Action: 2025 Accomplishments & 2026 Approved Projects

For nearly three centuries, Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 has stood as a steady and dignified
presence in the life of our city. With minutes dating back to 1752, the Lodge has witnessed
the Colonial era, the birth of the Republic, times of conflict and reconciliation, and the
steady unfolding of American history. Through each generation, its continuity has
depended not only upon ritual and fellowship, but upon faithful stewardship.

The Fredericksburg Masonic Museum Association was established to ensure that this
stewardship remains deliberate, organized, and enduring.

The Association exists to safeguard the Lodge building, preserve its historic artifacts and
documentary treasures, maintain the Fredericksburg Masonic Cemetery, and interpret the
Lodge’s civic and cultural contributions for the broader community. Much of this work
occurs quietly. Yet without it, the physical and historical legacy entrusted to Fredericksburg
Lodge No. 4 would gradually diminish.

Preservation is not passive. It requires foresight, discipline, and investment. The past year
has demonstrated that commitment in tangible ways — through architectural planning,
structural improvements, cemetery conservation, and meaningful community engagement.
And at its February bi-annual meeting, the Association reaffirmed its purpose by approving
four significant preservation initiatives that will shape the Lodge’s legacy for generations to
come.

2025 Projects & Accomplishments

Architectural Planning for Porch Restoration

In 2025, the FMMA funded professional architectural drawings for the restoration of the
Lodge’s historic front porch. This deliberate investment ensured that any future work
would be historically appropriate, structurally sound, and aligned with accepted
preservation standards. These drawings later became the foundation for the formal bidding
process conducted in 2026, transforming preparation into action.




Additional Building Improvements

The exterior in front of the Hanover Street wall was professionally sealed to prevent

moisture infiltration and protect the original masonry. A second downspout was installed

on the Hanover Street side to improve drainage and reduce long-term structural risk.

These improvements reflect careful and proactive stewardship of one of Fredericksburg’s

most historic structures.
Cemetery Stewardship & Heritage Conservation

The FMMA partnered with Brother Jeff McDaniels
to oversee essential maintenance of the
Fredericksburg Masonic Cemetery. His coordination
of mowing, vine removal from historic walls and
trees, and vegetation control along the rear wall has
helped preserve both the dignity and structural
integrity of this sacred resting place.

In addition, a mature Black Walnut tree that posed a
threat to historic graves was carefully removed.
Rather than allow its legacy to end, the salvaged
walnut is now being milled into handcrafted pens.
These pens will serve as meaningful fundraising
items — allowing the history of the cemetery to
continue in tangible and lasting form. Even in
removal, the tree continues to serve the Lodge.

Community Engagement

Volunteer service with the Fredericksburg Nationals Community Foundation concession
program raised $20,000 in support of the Lodge and OES Chapter 29. The FMMA also
provided financial support to Masonic youth organizations, reaffirming our commitment to

mentorship and the development of future leaders. These represent only a few examples of

the many ways in which the FMMA has supported the Lodge over the years. Its influence is

often quiet, yet its impact is enduring.

FOUNDATION



https://0r54vb-3m.myshopify.com/

February Bi-Annual Meeting

Four Significant Preservation Initiatives Approved

At its February bi-annual meeting, the Fredericksburg Masonic Museum Association
formally approved four major initiatives. Each reflects a deliberate and faithful
commitment to preserving the physical, documentary, and human legacy entrusted to
Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4.

These are not routine maintenance projects. They are acts of guardianship — undertaken in
recognition that what we preserve today will define what future generations inherit.

I. Restoration of the Lodge’s Historic Front Porch

Building upon the architectural planning completed in 2025, the Association authorized
substantial support for the full reconstruction of the Lodge’s deteriorating front porch.
Following a formal bidding process grounded in professionally prepared drawings, the
Lodge selected a proposal totaling $47,000.

In recognition of the porch’s structural and symbolic importance, the FMMA approved
$30,000 toward this effort. For more than two centuries, this entrance has welcomed
Brethren, civic leaders, families, and visitors into a space dedicated to moral instruction and
brotherly fellowship. Its restoration ensures that the visible face of the Lodge remains
dignified, structurally sound, and faithful to its historic character.

II. Restoration and Reinstallation of the Elizabeth “Betsy” Spooner Headstone

The Association approved funding for the conservation and respectful reinstallation of the
historic sandstone headstone of Elizabeth Brown Wallace “Betsy” Spooner, who died in
Fredericksburg on February 25, 1803. After professional conservation, the marker will be
placed within the Fredericksburg Masonic Cemetery near known family burials.

This project is more than artifact preservation. It is an act of remembrance — returning, in
memory, a member of Fredericksburg’s early community to rest among her kin. It reflects
the Lodge’s longstanding reverence for the dead and its commitment to honoring those
connected to its earliest history.




III. Professional Conservation Assessment of the Scottish and Virginia Charters

Among the most sacred documents in the possession of Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 are its
original charters — the Scottish Charter issued in 1758 and the Virginia Charter issued in
1788. These documents represent the Lodge’s uninterrupted labor from the colonial era
through the birth of the American Republic.

Recognizing their fragile condition, the FMMA approved $350 to engage a professional
conservation specialist to evaluate and guide appropriate restoration and stabilization
measures. Their preservation is not merely archival responsibility. It is the safeguarding of
the very instruments that define our existence as a Lodge.

IV. Establishment of the Main Lodge Museum Room

The Association also approved $7,500 toward the creation of a permanent museum space
within the Lodge building, part of a broader $10,000 initiative.

This museum will include:
« Four museum-grade display cases
« Nine professionally-produced interpretive panels
« A charter gallery wall
« A commissioned mural depicting the eight Fredericksburg buildings whose
cornerstones were laid by Lodge No. 4

This initiative represents a decisive step in presenting the Lodge’s more than 270 years of
civic and cultural contribution with clarity, professionalism, and historical integrity.

As the nation approaches the commemoration of America’s 250th anniversary, this museum
ensures that Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 stands ready to share its enduring role in the life of
the city and the Commonwealth.

A Charge to Stewardship

These four initiatives — architectural restoration, memorial preservation, documentary
conservation, and historical interpretation — together reflect a single truth:
We are not merely inheritors of history. We are its stewards.

The work approved this February affirms that the legacy of Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 will
not fade through neglect, but will endure through deliberate care, reverent action, and
taithful commitment.




Lodge Volunteers Needed Again at the

Fred Nats Concession Stand

For the fourth year in a row, the Lodge will again be volunteering at the Fredericksburg
Nationals concession stand, and this has become one of the most successful fundraising
efforts we have. Last season alone, the Lodge brought in over $17,000, all of which helps
support our projects, our building, and the many activities we provide throughout the year.
This opportunity has proven to be one of the best ways we can raise funds — but it only
works if we have brothers willing to come out and help.

7 What We Need

We work the Saturday home games at the Fred Nats ballpark. That usually means about
two games per month, running from April through September. The work is not difficult,
and we always have experienced brothers there to help. We operate the concession stand as
a team, with brothers working the register, preparing food, restocking, and helping
customers. It is a great time, and it gives us a chance to spend time together while
supporting the Lodge.

We Need Volunteers
Many brothers have said over the years: “Just ask, and I will help.” This is us asking. We need
brothers to sign up for games so we can continue this program. Without volunteers, we
cannot work the stand — and without the stand, we lose one of our best fundraising
opportunities.

& Sign Up Here

A SignUp link is included with this article showing all
available game dates and volunteer positions. Please
take a moment to look at the schedule and choose a date

where you can help. Even one game makes a difference.

Why It Matters
« Helps fund Lodge operations
« Supports preservation projects
« Strengthens fellowship

« Represents the Lodge in the community

This has become a tradition for us, and with your help, we can make this our best season
yet. We look forward to seeing you at the ballpark.

I =4 1
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https://signup.com/go/tGDrzLu

The Rite Stuff

by Christopher S. Tripp, PM

When it was suggested that several of us choose a theme for the year for a series of articles,
it was suggested to me after my initial hesitation to do a series on the Degrees of the
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite. Over the past few years, some of us had participated in
a study group working through the 29 Degrees of the Scottish Rite, both through the books
and excellent correspondence courses of the Southern Masonic jurisdiction and later Albert
Pike’s daunting magnum opus, Morals and Dogma, and we had many deep and thought-
provoking discussions along the way. Recently, however, I have gotten more deeply
involved in the York Rite, and so this series will look at both Rites and the additional Light
they can shed on our experience of Craft Freemasonry.

There are some Brothers who pride themselves on never going beyond the Blue Lodge
Degrees. They will insist that everything you need to know is covered in the first three
Degrees. You may have seen a common meme that “the appendant bodies are for those who
did not grasp the first three Degrees.” This is usually said rather tongue-in-cheek, but some
really feel this way. Others—and I count myself among them—have come to find that the
appendant bodies deepen and enrich our understanding of Masonry. You may judge for
yourself. To set the stage, consider the following well-known diagram.
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The print is very small, but it’s not important that you be able to read it. The salient point is
that the York and Scottish Rite build upon the foundation of the Blue Lodge and they
contain many of the same teachings, but presented symbolically in different ways and in a
different order. We have the 29 Degrees of the Scottish Rite (labeled 4° through 32°)
ascending the staircase on the left and the 6 Degrees and 3 Orders of the York Rite on the
right. At the top is the 32° Scottish Rite Mason on one side and Knight Templar on the other,
which are basically equivalent in stature. At one time, you had to be one or the other to be a
Shriner. Now you just need to be a Master Mason. Should you join the York or the Scottish
Rite? That’s really a matter of individual taste and a lot of Brethren end up joining both, and
this will give you similar teachings from somewhat different perspectives. In a sense, this
chart is misleading because—as we’ve all been told—there is no Degree higher than Master
Mason. Is this true? Well, yes...and no. For within the worldwide Brotherhood of
Freemasonry Universal, a Master Mason has all the rights and privileges that membership
in the Craft has to offer. But the other Degrees are higher in the limited sense that they build
upon what we learn in the Craft Degrees. The English word Degree comes from the Latin
word gradus, meaning step, so it seems natural to think of higher Degrees as higher up in
rank or stature. It might be more accurate to draw the chart with three steps and then
pathways branching out horizontally thereafter.

Some definitions—a Rite is an organized series of Degrees that make up cohesive system (or
sometimes a discrete part of a Degree). These Rites make up what are sometimes called
appendant or concordant bodies. The term concordant body usually refers to one that
builds on the foundation of the Blue Lodge, whereas an appendant body is one that merely
requires Masonic membership, though in practice these terms tend to be used
interchangeably.

With that out of the way, this month let’s look at some symbols of the so-called ‘Blue’
Degrees—Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft, and Master Mason—but from the perspective of
the Scottish Rite. Many of you may know that the Scottish Rite has a whole separate set of
these Degrees, the Red Degrees, which are not worked in most jurisdictions. They are
worked mainly in Louisiana, but also in isolated Lodges as permitted by their respective
Grand Lodge (including one Lodge in Washington D.C.). But that’s not what we're talking
about. We're talking about an alternate interpretation of the symbols of our version of these
Degrees, which are considered part of Ancient York Masonry in Virginia.

The thing about symbols is that they have no single fixed meaning, though a meaning is
often affixed to them in our Lectures. But they can have many different interpretations
depending on context, and as such transcend the limitations of language and culture (cf.
C.G. Jung, Man and His Symbols). What follows is taken largely from Albert Pike’s Esoterika:
The Symbolism of the Blue Degrees of Freemasonry, with much inspiration from Ill. Bro. Charles
Robinson’s talks on the Master Craftsman Program.




Consider the Rough and Perfect Ashlar (see also Bro. Justin’s article in the February Trestle
Board). We're told that they represent the rude and imperfect state of the natural man and
that state of perfection we strive to attain. This is a fairly straightforward and obvious
explanation of Masonry’s dedication to continual improvement. [Did you notice that there
are three means of perfecting our Ashlar—education in virtue, our own endeavors, and
God’s blessing?] But in the Scottish Rite they have another meaning. The Ashlar is normally
envisioned as an oblong block of stone, like in a brick wall. But not always—go around and
look at the Ashlars in different Lodges. In the Scottish Rite, it becomes a perfect cube, which
figures in several of its Degrees. Note that as a cube, it is one of the Platonic solids—one of
only five possible regular polyhedra, or solids that can be made out of identical symmetrical
shapes such as triangles, squares, and pentagons.
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Pythagoras associated great significance to these solids and the ancients assigned four of
them to the four elements, with the fifth, the dodecahedron, with the spiritual essence, or
aether. The cube was associated with earth, and is the only one that can be tested by a
Square. Both stones and squares represent the physical aspect of man’s existence, which is
the emphasis of the Entered Apprentice Degree. There are four cardinal directions in the
world and both the apron and Lodge itself are in the form of an Ashlar. There’s much more
we could say about the cube and its geometrical significance.

But in the Scottish Rite, the roles of the Rough and Perfect Ashlars are reversed. Pike points
out that Altars in ancient times were to be made of undressed stones—"Thou shalt build the
altar of the Lord thy God of whole [‘unhewn’ in some translations] stones” (Deut. 27:6); “an
altar of whole stones, over which no man hath lifted up any iron” (Joshua 8:31). To dress a
stone was to defile what had been made by God by human hands. By this view, a rough
stone was perfect, in the sense that it was “whole.” Note that for the Temple, only wooden
tools were to be used, so that its building would not be defiled by axe, hammer, or any other
tool of iron. This puts a very different meaning on this ancient symbol.




One more observation—we’re told that the cornerstone of a building is laid in the Northeast
corrner. But Pike asserts in Esoterika that the cornerstone of the U.S. Capitol was laid in the
Southeast corner. Entered Apprentices would be seated on the column of the North, at the
end of which was the Rough Ashlar, since Apprentices worked on rough stones, and
Fellowcrafts would be seated on the column of the South, at the end of which was the
Perfect Ashlar, which is what they produced. Cornerstones should be made of Perfect
Ashlars, or Perfect Cubes, so they’re laid in the Southeast. [Homework: Without looking,
which Ashlar is on which side in your Lodge? Why? And where is the cornerstone of
Fredericksburg Lodge?]

We will only briefly discuss another symbol—the Square and Compasses. In Craft Masonry,
these teach moral lessons of honesty and self-control. But to Pike, they have a deeper
significance. In the Scottish Rite, the Square is a symbol of all that is earthly and material in
man, while the Compasses represents that which is heavenly and spiritual (Robinson).
Consider their progressive arrangement as we move through the Masonic Degrees, and you
have a model of the ideal evolution of man throughout his life. In the Scottish Rite 4° we're
said to pass from the Square to the Compasses. In the 4th Degree of the York Rite we're
faced with a curved Keystone. [Homework: Why is it that the Past Master’s jewel either
supplements or entirely replaces the Square with a Quadrant?] The points of the Compasses
were said to represent man’s moral sense and reason (Robinson), which should be the two
guiding principles of his life. These two currents—faith and reason—run all through
Masonic philosophy. In Masonry, they are never in conflict, but always balanced
harmoniously.

There are numerous other Blue Lodge symbols that are reinterpreted in surprising and
unexpected ways in the Scottish Rite—the tokens, the cable-tow, the tools, the arrangement
of the Altar lights, and so forth. As it says in the preface to Morals and Dogma, you're free to
accept or reject them as you see fit. The Scottish Rite will prod you to look at the symbols of
Masonry in a more allegorical and less literal way. You may read things in books that seem
questionable or which openly discuss things we’re accustomed to being kept secret. But if
you allow it to, the Scottish Rite can broaden and deepen your understanding of the
Mysteries of Freemasonry.




The Reflection Chamber:
Anchor and Ark

by Justin Garrett, Chaplain

Hello once again, my dear friends and brothers! It is March! Spring is nearly upon us! Soon,
the ice will melt and the rains will come. Our sniffles and sneezes will soon be caused more
by pollen than colds. The sun will return, and with it, the glow and glory of those simple
pleasures which we enjoy in life.

The vernal equinox will be March 20th this year. This will be the exact moment that the day
and night will be of equal length. From there, the days will be longer than the nights until
the summer solstice. We’ve spent all winter hiding away from the elements, and I look
forward to embracing the weather once more.

This month, I've chosen the anchor and ark as my talking points. A few weeks ago, I
received the Royal Ark Mariner degree, which is an invitational degree conferred rather
sparingly in the United States. I don’t like talking much about invitational things, but I think
it fits in perfectly with this new month we’ve crossed into.

The anchor and ark are emblems of a well-grounded hope and a well-spent life. The seas
can be rough and unforgiving. My father was a sailor for the US Navy for 20 years. It's great
watching him perk up with pride when mentioning his service. How he managed for so
long is beyond me. I prefer the terra firma, myself. But that’s an interesting thing, isn’t it?
Life is not so firm and solid beneath our feet. At any moment, we can be swept away or
carried off by currents at present unbeknownst to us. That anchor which moors us in a
peaceful harbor is just what we need sometimes. Where are our peaceful harbors in life?
Perhaps the question is, WHO are our peaceful harbors in life? More than that, we need an
ark in which to seek refuge from those storms of life. That ark which contained all the seeds
of life as we presently see it within itself.

I'love looking into etymologies and translations from different languages. For instance, in
the Hebrew, the names of Noah and his sons tend to add some insight: Noah translates
roughly to “rest,” or “relaxation.” His sons, Shem, Cham, and Japheth, translate to
“name/legacy,” “heat,” and “expansion,” respectively. After the flood, the three moved into
different parts of the world. Shem, keeping the name and legacy by populating the middle
east and Arabian peninsula (whence the term “Semite” comes); Cham, populating the heat
of Africa; and Japheth, expanding into Europe and Asia.




In the book of Genesis, we read some very precise schematics of the ark. The dimensions,
the materials, all of it. What we don’t read about is a helm! So, amidst the tempestuous
seas and violent storm of the great deluge, there isn’t even a method to steer it. Noah's
entire job was to build the ark and let the waves carry him, his family, and the animals
wherever the seas may have led him. Such is life! We think we’re in control, we think we
steer ourselves, but what we really do is control how we react as the ark of our own lives
meanders through the waves.

In a previous life, I worked in first response. After wrestling with a particularly tough day,
I finally told myself, “We don’t save lives. We show up and do our part.” If it were up to
us, everybody who ever needed us would still be alive. That’s not how life works, and
quite frankly, I'd rather not upset that balance. Amidst the pain and uncertainty, there’s a
beauty in the human experience that isn’t all sunshine and rainbows. That’s exactly what
Noah did. He showed up and did his part. The rest was God’s decision.

So why are these symbols included in Freemasonry? Believe it or not, Freemasonry might
not have always been based on the building of King Solomon’s temple. There is a great
deal of speculation that once upon a time, it was based on the tale of Noah and the ark. The
Graham Manuscript of 1726, for instance, refers a great deal to Noah himself. We see
vestiges of it in various forms within Masonry today. From the first degree, to the anchor
and ark, to the several references in both Scottish and York rites, and even in our
invitational bodies.

Henley might have been right, that we are the captain of our souls, but we are not the
captain of our lives. There is a surprise blessing with each step we take along the path.
How many times can we each count that we thought we had our lives planned out? How
many times have those plans changed through circumstances not entirely of our own
doing? Would we trade what we have now for what we planned instead? There is an
immense beauty in knowing that wherever we may find ourselves is exactly where God
intends for us to be. To quote Shakespeare, “God has given you a face and you make for
yourself another.” Or King Solomon, in Ecclesiastes, that all is vanity and there is nothing
new under the sun. How often do we think we need to be one place, when the best place to
be is in the present, in the here and now, enjoying the garden that was put in front of us?
Be well, my dear friends and Brothers, and forget not the divine providence which has
been set just for you.

From the Brightest Seat in the House,

Brother Justin C. G. Garrett
Chaplain




From the Marshal,
but Always a Steward:
On Stewardship,
A Reminder for all Brethren

by Ken Carey, Marshal

Once a Steward, always a Steward. Though often exercised quietly and without ceremony, it
is a station upon which the harmony, dignity, and good order of the Lodge depend. The
Steward stands as the guardian of refreshment, the custodian of preparation, and the
attentive servant of the Brethren assembled.

Stewardship is the practice of responsibility made visible through action. It is service
rendered for the common good, without expectation of praise. A faithful Steward
strengthens the Lodge by ensuring that its outward arrangements reflect its inward
principles. In attending to the material needs of the Craft, he upholds its moral aims,
proving that no labor honestly performed in the service of the Lodge is ever small.

To be a Steward is to accept responsibility for the comfort and accommodation of the Craft.
Under the direction of the Worshipful Master, the Steward ensures that the Lodge is made
ready for labor and that, when labor is laid aside, every Brother is suitably provided for. In
this, the Steward gives living proof that Masonry is made manifest through care, order, and
forethought.

The Steward’s labors begin before the Lodge is opened and
continue after it is closed. He sees that the room is properly
arranged, that the officers are supplied with what is required for
their stations, and that the altar is prepared with reverence and
precision. He attends to those small particulars which, when
neglected, disturb the harmony of the whole, and when faithfully

performed, pass unnoticed only because all proceeds as it ought.

During refreshment, the Steward acts as a minister of fellowship. Whether at stated dinners,
breakfasts, or solemn observances, he ensures that the tables are properly furnished and
that no Brother is overlooked. He handles the Lodge’s provisions and monies with honesty
and exactness, rendering prompt account to the proper officers and safeguarding the trust
placed in his hands. In these matters, his fidelity is a quiet but essential form of
guardianship.




The Steward’s duty extends as well to the preparation of candidates by the care with which
they are received. In assisting with their preparation, the Steward becomes an unseen
instructor, teaching through conduct that Masonry values dignity, attentiveness, and respect
for sacred forms.

Though the office carries no gavel and commands no floor, it requires diligence, punctuality,
and a willing spirit. The Steward must arrive early, remain attentive, and depart only when
his charge is complete. His service calls for cooperation with other officers, readiness to
assist where needed, and a disposition inclined toward order rather than display.

Bro. Ken Carey
Marshal
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Guardians of Memory:
Major & Brother William Talcott Dix

Preserving the Legacy of the
Fredericksburg Masonic Cemetery

by Mike Dove, PM

Talcott Dix (1839-1907)

Early life and family background

William Talcott Dix was born on June 26, 1839, at Fort Monroe, Virginia. His father, William

W. Dix (c.1806-1870), was a Virginia native who later settled in St. Mary’s County, Maryland.

His mother, Mary Beavens (1818-1874), hailed from Accomack County, Virginia.

The Dix family’s peripatetic life straddled the Virginia-Maryland line. William’s birth at the

coastal fortress of Monroe occurred while his father was employed there (likely in a military

or civilian capacity), but by the 1850s the family had moved to southern Maryland. William
came of age in St. Mary’s County and by 1860 was working as a merchant in the town of
Leonardtown. This bicultural upbringing in both a U.S. Army post and a Southern-leaning

Maryland community would later frame Dix’s choice to serve the Confederate cause,

despite Maryland’s official Union stance during the Civil War.

Civil war service in the 1st Maryland cavalry
(CSA)

In 1862, with civil conflict intensifying, 23-
year-old William T. Dix traveled south to join
the newly formed Maryland cavalry battalion
in Confederate service. He enlisted as a private
in Company B of the 1st Maryland Cavalry, a
unit composed largely of Maryland volunteers
who crossed into Virginia to fight for the
South. Dix’s company became part of Maj.
Ridgely Brown’s 1st Maryland Cavalry
Battalion, which was officially organized in
November 1862 and attached to the Cavalry
Division of the Army of Northern Virginia.
Over the next three years, Dix served through
many of the war’s pivotal campaigns.

The monument is a bronze statue by Lawrence M.
Ludke on a granite base. The statue is of two
wounded Marylanders, one Union and one
Confederate, helping each other off the battlefield. It
was dedicated on November 13, 1994. Picture from
gettysburg.stonesentinels.com




Dix and his Maryland troopers saw action in the Shenandoah Valley Campaign of 1862,
screening Stonewall Jackson’s flanks. They fought in northern Virginia at Second Manassas
(Bull Run) in August 1862 and rode north with Lee’s army in the Maryland Campaign,
skirmishing at South Mountain and Antietam (Sharpsburg). During the Gettysburg
Campaign in June-July 1863, the 1st Maryland Cavalry (by then a full regiment) was part of
Gen. Fitzhugh Lee’s Brigade. At Gettysburg, the Marylanders supported Confederate
artillery and performed provost duties, guarding supply trains and prisoners.

In 1864, Dix’s unit was assigned to the cavalry forces harassing Union Gen. Philip Sheridan
in the Shenandoah Valley. The Maryland cavalrymen participated in Jubal Early’s raid on
Washington and the subsequent fighting in the Valley. They took part in McCausland’s raid
into Pennsylvania, including the burning of Chambersburg in July 1864, and fought in the
Battle of Moorefield on August 7, 1864. Despite heavy losses in that raid, Dix survived and
remained with the unit as it regrouped under Gen. Lunsford Lomax for the defense of the
upper Rapidan frontier late in 1864.

By late 1864, Dix was an experienced cavalryman, noted in muster rolls for his reliability. He
possessed his own horse, a brown mare, and was present on all company rolls through the
war’s latter half. On March 22, 1864 he was granted a 20-day furlough, likely to visit family
in Maryland or friends in Virginia, but he promptly returned to duty. In the winter of 1864,
he fought in the abortive Confederate attempt to check Sheridan’s “Christmas Raid” toward
Charlottesville. On December 22, 1864, during a sharp skirmish at Liberty Mills, Virginia,
Maj. Gen. Wesley Merritt’s Union cavalry collided with Lomax’s brigade on the Rapidan
River. In the clash, Dix’s beloved horse was shot and killed in action, its loss later valued at
$3,000 in Confederate compensation. Dix himself escaped injury in that engagement,
indeed, throughout the war he suffered no recorded wounds, but the death of his mount at
Liberty Mills was a bitter personal loss amid the Confederacy’s waning fortunes.

As General Lee’s army made its final retreat in April 1865, the remnants of the 1st Maryland
Cavalry performed rear-guard actions during the Appomattox Campaign. On April 3, 1865,
they covered the Confederate withdrawal from Petersburg, skirmishing constantly with
pursuing Union horsemen. On the morning of April 9, 1865, the day of Lee’s surrender at
Appomattox, the Maryland cavalry launched one last saber charge against advancing Union
lines, briefly driving back Federal cavalry before a white flag ended the fight.

Rather than surrender with Lee’s infantry, the Confederate cavalry under Gen. Thomas
Munford was ordered to disband and slip away. Dix was among those troopers who rode
off before the formal capitulation, seeking to avoid capture. For a couple of weeks, he and
his comrades scattered in small groups, some hoping to reach Confederate forces in North
Carolina. But by late April, word arrived that Gen. Joseph E. Johnston had also surrendered;
organized Confederate resistance was over. At the end of April 1865, Munford assembled
the remaining Maryland riders and officially dissolved the command.




Following these orders, William T. Dix made his way to central Virginia, likely returning to
the Stafford County area where he had contacts. On April 24, 1865, he surrendered himself
to Union authorities at Aquia Creek in Stafford County. He was paroled on April 27, 1865 in
Alexandria, receiving the paperwork that allowed him safe passage home. Thus ended
Dix’s military service, as a Confederate private who had seen hard campaigning with the
1st Maryland Cavalry from the Valley of Virginia to the hills of Pennsylvania and back. His
later honorific title of “Major” came not from his Confederate rank, but from postwar usage
and commemoration.

Background on First Regiment Cavalry
Maryland archives online gov.

The first Maryland Cavalry was organized at Baltimore and Williamsport, Maryland,
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, and Washington, D. C., from August, 1861, to June, 1862, to serve
three years. On the expiration of its term of service, the original members, except veterans,
were mustered out of service, and the organization, com- posed of veterans and recruits,
retained in service until August 8, 1865, when it was mustered out of service in accordance
with orders from the War Department.

Companies A, B, C, D and E were recruited in Baltimore City, Company F at Cockeysville
and Baltimore City, Companies G and K at Pittsburg, Pa., Companies H and I in Washington
and Allegany Counties, Companies L and M in Washington City, D. C.

The formation of this regiment by detachments at different points on different dates
divided, for a time, the regiment and their sphere of usefulness. Companies G, I and K
rendered valuable service in Western Virginia, more especially during the raid by General
(Stonewall) Jackson's Confederate Army from Winchester, through Berkeley Springs, to
Hancock, Md., in January, 1862; and Russell's Company I particularly distinguished itself at
Bloomery Gap, West Virginia, February 14, 1862.

Companies A, B, C, G and I of the 1st Maryland Cavalry, under Lieutenant-Colonel Wetschy;,
aided in covering the retreat from Winchester, Va., of General Banks' Division, that had been
attacked by an overwhelming army of the enemy under the command of Generals Jackson
and Ewell, May 24, 1862.

Companies D, F, H, K and L of the 1st Maryland Cavalry, under Major Deems, arrived at
Harper's Ferry, Va., on the 25th day of May, 1862, in time to aid in repulsing any further
advance of the enemy in that direction. They wero pushed forward on the 28th day of May,
1862, with thelllth Pennsylvania Infantry and Cole's Maryland Cavalry and a section of
Artillery, to Charlestown, Va., and there encountered the advancing column of Jackson's
Army; a brisk skirmish ensued, in which the 1st Maryland Cavalry incurred serious loss.




The 1st Maryland Cavalry advanced up the Shenandoah Valley, Va., via Smith- field, to
Winchester, with Banks' Division, in June, 1862, and thence into eastern Virginia, where it
became a part of General Pope's Army.

In the campaign of General Pope's Army the 1st Maryland Cavalry were conspicuous, and
rendered splendid service in the engagements that ensued, more especially at Cedar
Mountain, August 9, 1862; Centreville, August 28, 1862, and Bull Run, August 30, 1862.

Marriage and Prominent Connections in Fredericksburg

In the decade after the war, Dix built a new life in Fredericksburg, Virginia, strengthened by
marriage into one of the region’s notable families. On July 26, 1875, he married Annie Eliza
Morton of Stafford County. Annie was the daughter of James R. Morton, a wealthy Stafford
landowner and longtime county magistrate, and his wife Lucy H. Morton. The Mortons of
“Spring Hill” were prominent in the Fredericksburg-Stafford area, descended from the old
Waller family and linked to local civic leaders.

By marrying Annie, William T. Dix was welcomed into this influential social network and
became connected by marriage to men active in county government and commerce.

William and Annie’s marriage was a long and fruitful one. They had at least two daughters,
whom they raised in Fredericksburg. Their elder daughter, Mary Dix, remained single and
later lived in Washington, D.C. Their younger daughter, Nannie Morton Dix, was named for
the Morton family and became a well-known figure in local circles. In June 1917, Nannie
married Elbert S. Maloney, a union publicly announced by Annie Dix. Through their
daughters, the Dix family remained tied to prominent Fredericksburg and regional families
well into the twentieth century.
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Small note in paper, about Mr. W.T. Cox, a traveling school supply businessman
connected with Baltimore. 1902.




Post-war career and community involvement

In Fredericksburg, William T. Dix reinvented himself as a businessman and civic-minded
citizen. In the 1870s-1890s he worked as a traveling salesman and later as a bookkeeper for
local enterprises. These occupations were typical for educated Southern men rebuilding
livelihoods after the war and placed Dix in daily contact with merchants, farmers, and
professional families throughout the region. His reliability and reputation as a veteran aided
him in earning trust in these roles.

Dix remained deeply involved in veterans’ affairs. He was active in Confederate veteran
organizations and regularly attended reunions and memorial events, maintaining close ties
with former comrades of the 1st Maryland Cavalry. In recognition of his service and
standing among veterans, he was commonly styled “Major” in later life, a title that appears
consistently in newspaper accounts and cemetery records.

He was also a committed Mason, affiliated with Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4.

His membership placed him within a fraternal network that emphasized charity, moral
conduct, and remembrance of the past. Dix was likewise a devoted member of the
Methodist Church, where he and his family worshipped regularly. Together, Masonry and
Methodism provided Dix with a framework for civic engagement, moral life, and public
service in postwar Fredericksburg.

Death, burial, removed and legacy

William Talcott Dix died in Fredericksburg on March 27, 1907, at the age of 67.
Contemporary newspapers reported his death with respect, emphasizing his Confederate
service, his Masonic affiliation, and his standing in the community. Funeral services were
conducted from the Methodist church, and he was buried with full Masonic honors in
Fredericksburg’s Masonic Cemetery.

Maj. William Talcott Dix stands as a representative figure of Fredericksburg’s post-Civil War
generation: a Maryland-born Confederate cavalryman who rebuilt his life in Virginia
through family, fraternity, and faith. His service in Company B, 1st Maryland Cavalry, his
integration into prominent Fredericksburg families through marriage, and his enduring
presence in the town’s Masonic and commemorative traditions place him firmly among the
“Guardians of the Memory” men whose lives bridged war and peace, and whose
remembrance continues to shape the historical consciousness of Fredericksburg today.
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A few years later, in 1910, his remains were removed to
Green Mount Cemetery in Baltimore, Maryland. This
reinterment reflected both family considerations and
the broader pattern of Confederate veterans being
gathered into major urban cemeteries associated with
Southern memory and veteran commemoration. There,
among other Maryland Confederates, Major Dix was
laid to rest once more.

On Brother Dix; A reflection by Wor. Mike

The life of Major William Talcott Dix reminds us that a Mason’s work does not end when
the gavel falls silent, nor when the tumult of history passes into memory.

His journey, from war, to rebuilding, to service within the Lodge, and finally to
remembrance across two resting places, offers a lesson that speaks clearly to us today.

Bro Dix lived in a time of division, loss, and reconstruction. He bore the weight of conflict
not as a distant abstraction, but as lived experience. Yet what defines his legacy is not
merely that he served, but how he returned. He chose to anchor himself in fraternity, faith,
and community. In doing so, he demonstrated one of Masonry’s quiet truths: that the true
test of a man is not found in the heat of struggle alone, but in the patience and integrity with
which he rebuilds afterward.

His burial with Masonic honors, and the later removal of his remains to Baltimore, reminds
us that a Mason belongs not only to one place, but to the universal brotherhood. Whether
resting among his brethren in Fredericksburg or later among family in Maryland, Dix was
never separated from the principles he lived by. The soil changed, but the obligations did
not! In this, we are reminded that Masonry transcends geography, time, and circumstance.




May we learn from our Brother that our greatest duty is not to be remembered, but to be
worthy of remembrance. And may we so conduct ourselves that, when our working tools
are finally laid aside, the Craft can say of us, as it can of him: he lived as a Mason.

This concludes the 13th installment of our Guardians of Memory series. We hope you have
found this journey through history both enriching and inspiring. In the enduring pursuit of
turther light, we warmly encourage all who are so inclined to explore history’s timeless
lessons and its profound influence on our shared legacy.

Sincerely, _ =
Mike Dove, PM ' - Buria.'-Sira’sl of Maj. William Tafcop Di
Junior Warden y e ——
& Archivist :
Masonic Cernc[crj' Cireen Nlnun{ (;emetet}r
Sources

. Confederate compiled service records, Company B, 1st Maryland Cavalry (CSA), including enlistment,
furlough, horse loss, surrender, and parole details (National archives, record group 109).

« Parole records and surrender documentation noting parole at Alexandria, Virginia, 27 April 1865,
following surrender at Aquia Creek, Stafford county, Virginia.

« Fredericksburg-area newspaper obituary, “Major W. T. Dix Dead: Another Confederate soldier goes to the
great beyond,” reporting death at Mary Washington Hospital, Masonic affiliation, funeral services, and
burial with Masonic honors (March 1907).

« Fredericksburg-area newspaper notice, “Body to be taken to Baltimore,” documenting municipal permit
signed by Dr. J. N. Barney authorizing removal of Maj. W. T. Dix’s remains for reinterment in Baltimore,
noting final burial from the Masonic cemetery.

« Masonic cemetery (Fredericksburg, Virginia) burial records and transcriptions listing “Major W. T. Dix,
Confederate States Army,” confirming original interment.

« Green mount cemetery (Baltimore, Maryland) burial records confirming reinterment of Maj. William
Talcott Dix in 1910.

. Family and genealogical records documenting birth on 26 June 1839 at Fort Monroe, Virginia, marriage to
Annie Eliza Morton of Stafford County, and issue.

. Late-19th and early-20th-century city and social notices referencing Maj. and Mrs. W. T. Dix in
Fredericksburg and regional contexts.

. Secondary regimental histories and summaries of the 1st Maryland Cavalry (Confederate States Army)
providing operational context for unit service in Virginia and adjacent theaters.

- Lodge records and commemorative practices of Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4, A F.&A.M., relating to
Masonic funerary honors and cemetery stewardship.




Traveling Man:
Acceptance

by George Dunlap, Junior Deacon

Finding myself back in the beautiful quarries of Hawaii applying my chosen trade, I of
course looked in on Leeward Lodge F&AM GLoHI, which I discussed in the January edition
of Traveling Man. During that meeting I met, and was able to remain in contact with, Very
Worshipful Dino Fernandez of Hawaiian Lodge F&AM GLoHI. While it appears Hawaii
follows California’s system of holding Stated Communications for non-lunar lodges during
only the first two weeks of the month, this was the third week. Hawaiian Lodge was having
a Called Communication for an EA while I was there, which I attended.

Hawaiian Lodge received dispensation on January 12, 1852, and was chartered on May 5,
1852, by the Grand Lodge of California, making it the oldest American-jurisdiction lodge in
Hawaii. There are apparently older French or Scottish-chartered lodges — a topic for future
visits, I hope. The lodge boasts a proud history dating back to advising Hawaiian monarchs,
forming the Republic of Hawaii, annexation as a territory, and supporting statehood. They
even retain their original square and compasses from 1852. I encourage you to read their
newsletter, which is listed in the sources below.

Hawaiian Lodge has a beautiful building — elegant and stylish — located near Waikiki. As
stated previously, I was there to witness an Entered Apprentice Degree, and it did not
disappoint. Having attended Stated Communications twice at Leeward Lodge F&AM, 1
knew Hawaii floor work was more rigid, much more like the militaristic floor work in
Alabama. The EA was tight, clean, professional, and beautiful. The pure energy and
precision of the work were impressive, and even their building had another surprise in
store when the lights go down. It is not my place to share their traditions, but I encourage a
visit should you ever find yourself on the island of Oahu.




While I had first visited Hawaii back in 2016, and toured the USS Missouri (BB-63), at the
time I was still “in the wilderness.” Finding myself with an afternoon to spare before my
red-eye flight off the island, I decided, as a good Navy man, to take a quick trip back to the
“Mighty Mo.” As I wandered around the deck, I found myself on the Surrender Deck
staring at this picture.

How many named Masons are in this picture?

I found four: Douglas MacArthur, Jonathan Wainwright, James Doolittle, and Joseph
Stilwell. I found the fact that MacArthur was a Brother to make a great deal of sense.
Brother MacArthur was perhaps the closest thing we have had to another General
Washington in the last century. His efforts to liberalize and modernize Japan following the
end of WWII are still evident today. Japan is considered a Western nation and a strong ally,
thanks in large part to the leadership of General MacArthur and his demonstration of our
cardinal virtues during reconstruction. I would argue that, when it comes to nation-building
and reconstruction, Freemasons are two for two.

The place I was working in Hawaii had a picture
of a Brother Mason on the wall. Can anyone identify
who it is and take a guess at where I was working?

George Dunlap
Junior Deacon

1. https:/ /hawaiianlodgefreemasons.org/lodge-news/
2. https:/ / directionallychallengedtraveler.com /wp-content/uploads /2022 /09 / Battleship-Missouri-_2_-1.webp




Chapter 432

In music, it is said that certain tones, when precisely attuned, bring the mind into
harmony rather than agitation. It is said 432hz is such a tone. In like manner, poetry
and prose can also be a medium to steady thoughts and temper passions.

The selections presented in Chapter 432 are drawn from the works of Freemasons,
writers traditionally associated with the Craft, and authors whose words reflect the
moral, symbolic, and philosophical spirit of Masonry. We hope you enjoy these

selections and selections in future Trestle Boards.

Para ser grande, sé€ inteiro
by Fernando Pessoa

To be great, be whole: don’t exaggerate
or exclude. Be the whole of yourself
in everything. Put all you are
into the least you do.

So in each lake the whole moon
shines, because high it lives.

On the Divine

by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

Let man be noble,
Helpful and good;
For that alone
Distinguishes him
From all the living
Beings we know.

The sun sheds its light
Over evil and good,
And the moon and the stars
Shine on the criminal
As on the best of us.




Atticus

by Seth Roderick, WM

One of my favorite characters in all of modern American prose is Atticus Finch, from To Kill
a Mockingbird. His courtroom argument is not driven by high temper, and his aim is not to
win with flair. He stands, quietly and steadily, in a posture that draws little applause in the
moment and earns much respect in the long run. The argument he presents is plain, and it is
human. It is Magnanimity.

Magnanimity is one of my pillars for this year in the Lodge. It is one of the many ways we,
as a Lodge, should labor in smoothing our Ashlars. It concerns the kind of strength that can
bear insult without returning it, the kind of courage that can do right without expecting
reward, the kind of patience that can hold a firm line without hardening into contempt. It
needs no assigned symbol to be understood. But each of us may choose a symbol on the
tracing board to remind us. The tracing board is a wonderful thing for this purpose. Which
symbol on it represents Magnanimity to you?

Atticus teaches Magnanimity by the simplest instrument: calm conviction. He does not drift
nor does he posture. He knows what he believes, and he behaves as though belief carries
obligation, and by understanding human weakness by first understanding his own. His
steadiness is not the steadiness of a man who feels nothing. It is the steadiness of a man who
governs himself. He has opinions, but he holds them close. He is prone to anger, as any man
is, yet he refuses to make it his master. This is wisdom, expressed through composure.

There is an essential beauty in restraint. Beauty is often mistaken for a kind of decoration,
but the most persuasive beauty is grace. It is seen in the sum of a man’s principles and his
conduct, and in the harmony of word and deed. When a person refuses to trade integrity for
comfort, there is a quiet elegance in that refusal as a well-ordered life carries its own grace.

Atticus moves amongst his neighbors wearing no costume. He persuades by being
consistent. Even those who disagree him sense something firm in his convictions. This is
Magnanimity.




Magnanimity requires courage rooted in conscience. It requires the courage to act without
certainty of success. Many will do right when right is popular but fewer will do right when
right is lonely. Atticus stands for a man whom the town has already condemned in its
imagination. He does so without any pretense about the cost of his stance. He does so
without hatred toward those who will misunderstand him.

This is where our own work begins. The improvement of our Ashlar is never a public
project. It is an inward discipline, carried into public life. We improve Magnanimity when
we strengthen our conscience and then obey it. We improve upon it when we refuse
convenient falsehoods, when we decline petty triumphs and when we accept the burden of
being misread. Our conscience must be consulted and must be followed. Otherwise, it
becomes an ungracious decoration.

Magnanimity is more than just a firmness of gracious conviction for its own sake though; it
includes understanding and a temperate view of human weakness, beginning with our
own. Atticus sees the flaws of his neighbors with clarity. He also refuses to be surprised by
them. He understands that fear can masquerade as righteousness and that pride can dress
itself as duty. He knows that crowds can become cruel without feeling cruel. He also knows
these same raw materials exist in every heart, including his own. This, my Brothers, is the
hard medicine of self-knowledge. If we wish to understand others, we must first be
acquainted with the darker rooms within ourselves. In this I'm reminded of a Byzantine
mosaic I once saw in a Beirut museum. It read, “Envy is a great evil: however, it has some
beauty for it consumes the eyes and the heart of the jealous.” A man who has never
examined his own envy will condemn envy as though it were a foreign object. Likewise, a
man who has never confronted his own impatience will punish impatience as though it
were some external moral monstrosity. The end result of this self-inflicted fallacy is a brittle
virtue, prone to breaking and piercing the soul.

Magnanimity has a soft surface and a strong core. Magnanimity says, “This is wrong,”
without adding, “Therefore you are worthless.” It can correct without humiliating, and it
can be stern in principles and gentle with persons. We should not be stern men masked with
charitable principles. Magnanimity keeps principles fixed and keeps the heart open.

So how do we cultivate this in ourselves and in our Lodge?

We begin by practicing calm conviction. When a moment invites exaggeration, we choose
accuracy. When a conversation invites heat, we choose clarity. When a dispute invites
sarcasm, we choose plain speech. Stated differently, Keep Calm and Carry On. We align our
inner life with our outward manners and chip away at our rough edges. We stop speaking
as though every disagreement with another person, Brother or otherwise, is a judgement on
their worth. We choose dignity in the small stuff: honesty, patience, and courtesy. These
things cost nothing. Every man has a few moments each year when he must choose between
comfort and conscience. Magnanimity prepares us for those moments in advance.




We also deepen our understanding of others by admitting our own weakness. This is not
self-accusation. It is self-knowledge. It is a confession that we are all, at times, tempted to
tear, tempted to pride, tempted to hardness. When we recognize this, we improve our
patience with others and restrain our impatience with ourselves.

Atticus Finch endures in memory because he represents a kind of strength our age still
needs. He is not perfect. He is not created for slogans. He is a man who chooses to be ruled
by his conscience, restraint, courage, and to regard his fellow creatures with a steady
realism that leaves room for mercy.

This year, as we labor upon our own Ashlars, let’s work for more Atticus Finch in our daily
lives. Labor for a steadier temper. Labor for a broader heart. Strive for the kind of courage
that does not require an audience. Magnanimity requires all of this in our labors, and it
repays the effort with something finer than approval: peace within, and dignity without.

Seth Roderick, WM




The True Beauty Found in Ritual
The following is a gift of light,
passed to us

by Wor. Bro. Graham Lucas, Britannic Lodge of
Madeira No. 134, Grande Loja Legal de Portugal

The beauty of Freemasonry lies in the fact that it is a "system of morality, veiled in allegory
and illustrated by symbols." While the rituals performed within the tiled doors of a Lodge
are steeped in tradition, their true value isn't found in the performance itself, but in how
those lessons are "lived out" once the Lodge is closed.

Masonic ritual serves as a psychological and spiritual "rehearsal" for life. Every step taken
on the checkered pavement represents the journey of the human soul through the various
stages of existence.

The candidate enters in a state of darkness, stripped of all "worldly possessions." We are

reminded that true character is not defined by wealth, rank, or social status. In daily life,

this translates to approaching every person with genuine humility and judging others by
their internal merit rather than their external circumstances.

Each degree introduces specific working tools—the 24-inch gauge, the common gavel, the
square, and the compasses. These aren't just historical artifacts; they are metaphors for self-
discipline.

Being a mason is 24/7 commitment. The ritual provides the map, but you must do the
walking.

When you leave the Lodge, you are the living representative of those ancient ceremonies. If
the ritual teaches you to be upright, your neighbors should see that uprightness in your
business dealings. If it teaches you silence and circumspection, your friends should find a
trustworthy confidant in you.

"The secrets of Freemasonry are not those hidden in books or passwords, but the secret
transformations that occur within the heart of the man who truly understands the ritual."

God bless brethren and may we govern ourselves accordingly.




Fredericksburg Chapter No. 29 OES - March 2026

by Sister Carrie Morton Combs, Associate Conductress

Greater Together: A Year of Angels, Service, Strength that is Forged in Faith, United in
Service, Truth, Charity, and Loving Kindness—Stronger than ever.

As we step into a new year of service and sisterhood, Fredericksburg Chapter No. 29
proudly embraces our shared motto: “Greater Together”. These words beautifully reflect the
spirit of our Chapter—working hand in hand, heart to heart, in unity and purpose.

We extend our sincere appreciation and gratitude to Worthy Matron (WM) Melissa Allen
and Worthy Patron (WP) Dan Ford for their dedicated and successful year in the East.
Through their steady leadership, thoughtful programs, and commitment to our principles,
our Chapter experienced meaningful fellowship, impactful outreach, and continued growth.
Their hard work and devotion have laid a strong foundation for the year ahead, and we
thank them for their faithful service.

We now offer warm congratulations to our newly elected leadership, WM Mrs. Melissa
Sullivan and WP Mr. Ross Sullivan. We are excited for the vision, dedication, and
enthusiasm they bring to the coming year. Under their leadership, we look forward to
meaningful fellowship, impactful outreach, and continued growth as a Chapter.

This year, you will notice beautiful and meaningful themes woven
throughout our meetings and events. Symbols of angels will remind
us of guidance, protection, and service. The sight of red cardinals
will represent hope, faith, and the enduring presence of loved ones.
Delicate dogwood flowers, so symbolic in our region, reflect
strength and renewal. The image of a blacksmith’s forge speaks to
perseverance and the shaping of character—refined and
strengthened through dedication and unity. The colors for the year
—Kelly green and gold symbolize growth, renewal, prosperity, and
excellence. Lastly, our decorations will thoughtfully incorporate the
Square and Compass, honoring our deep connection and continued
support of our Masonic Brothers. These cherished symbols reflect

integrity, morality, and the enduring bones of our Masonic family.
You may see these colors beautifully incorporated into our
decorations, programs, and special events throughout the year.




- This year’s chosen charity is Simply Angels, a local
Simply Angels outreach organization devoted to serving veterans from
all branches of service who need a helping hand.

Supporting those who have so faithfully served our

country aligns beautifully with out mission and values.
\ We are honored to rally behind this worthy cause.
Serving those who served us To support Simply Angels and our Chapter’s ongoing
efforts, we are launching several fundraising initiatives:

Sneaker Collection Drive: We will be collecting
gently used athletic sneakers that will be
recycled to help raise funds. A collection box will
be placed at Lodge No. 4, so keep an eye out!
Please look in your closets and ask your
neighbors, friends, high school kids, kid’s sports
teams, and family to donate their used sneakers.
Every pair makes a difference. Together, we can
turn unused shoes into meaningful support for
veterans in our community.

Cake Raffles: Get ready to satisfy your sweet
Our first pair of donated

. . | .
tooth while supporting a great cause! We will be sreakers for recycling!

hosting several cake raffles throughout the
coming months. This fundraiser will be for
charitable purposes in supporting our chapter’s
charity projects/benevolence programs. Be
prepared to purchase a ticket—and let us know
your favorite cake flavors. Whether it’s classic

chocolate, red velvet, carrot cake, or something
creative, we want to hear from you!

Fredericksburg Chapter No. 29 OES continues to stand in steadfast support of our Brothers
through various events and shared activities. Our bond of fraternal love and mutual
support strengthens not only our Chapter but the greater Masonic family.

The mission of the Order of the Eastern Star—Truth, Charity, and Loving Kindness-guides
all that we do. As we move forward into 2026, may we continue to serve with compassion,

lead with integrity, and uplift one another in fellowship.

Together, we are truly Greater Together.




Support the Preservation of Our
Historic 1816 Lodge Building

Just one gift can contribute toward another 200
years of Freemasonry in Fredericksburg, and
earn you a brick on the Baker Room wall!

Visit BricksRUs.com/DonorSite/FXBG4 to donate.

Visit Our Online Store

New to the shop: Commemorate 250 years of
American independence with this beautifully
crafted America 250 Masonic Lapel Pin—a
meaningful symbol of patriotism, brotherhood,
and the enduring principles shared by
Freemasonry and the founding of our nation.

Visit MasonicLodge4.org/Store to order now!

Advertise With Lodge No. 4

Reach hundreds of our Trestle Board readers! We
accept appropriate advertisements, payable in
advance. We reserve the right to refuse any ads that
do not meet our standards. Please contact us at
Secretary@MasonicLodge4.org for details.
 Quarter-page ads $150 (12 months)

« Half-page ads $250 (12 months)

« Full-page ads $400 (12 months)



https://www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/fxbg4
https://www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/fxbg4
mailto:Secretary@MasonicLodge4.org
https://0r54vb-3m.myshopify.com/products/america-250-masonic-lapel-pin

Four New Education Pieces
by Bro. Bob Melvin

Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 ALF. & A.M. presents

Do You Want
to See this
Thing Fly?
Bro.. Bob Melvin

Lodge Education
Officer

Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 ALF. & A.M. presents

Cedars on the
Fenceline

Bro.. Bob Melvin

Lodge Education
Officer

Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 ALF. & A.M. presents

Common
Ground

Bro.. Bob Melvin

Lodge Education
Officer

Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 ALF. & A.M. presents

Brothers,
Fortitude

Bro.. Bob Melvin

Lodge Education
Officer

Listen Now on the Lodge 4-Cast

available on Spotify, Apple,
YouTube and Buzzsprout!
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https://www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/fxbg4
https://www.buzzsprout.com/2541790/episodes/18721314
https://www.buzzsprout.com/2541790/episodes/18721271
https://www.buzzsprout.com/2541790/episodes/18721310
https://www.buzzsprout.com/2541790/episodes/18721312
https://lodge4cast.buzzsprout.com/

2026 Lodge Officers

Worshipful Master Seth Roderick sethroderick@protonmail.com (703) 935-9781
Senior Warden John Lapke lapke.j@gmail.com (804) 441-5724
Junior Warden Michael Dove, PM michaeldove79@gmail.com (540) 388-1001
Treasurer James Snyder, PM treasurer@masoniclodge4.org (540) 903-2937
Secretary Christopher Tripp, PM secretary@masoniclodge4.org (540) 424-5767
Senior Deacon Joshua Miller joshua.miller21@gmail.com

Junior Deacon George Dunlap brogeorgelodge4@gmail.com

Chaplain Justin Garrett jaygarrett0214@gmail.com

Marshal Kenneth Carey buddy79@comcast.net

Tiler Shelby Chandler schandler@warbard.com

Senior Steward Michael Scullin mscullin@gmail.com

Junior Steward Brian Hesler bhesler@gmail.com

Assistant Treasurer Thomas Baker baker8359@gmail.com

Assistant Secretary Ethan Burgess secretary@masoniclodge4.org

Lodge Program Officers
Lodge Blood Drive Coordinator Jeff Adams

Lodge Instructor of Work Christopher Tripp, PM
Lodge Education Officer Bob Melvin

Masonic Home Ambassador Joseph Ik

Lodge Catechism Chair Justin Garrett

Committee Chairs

Funeral Committee Justin Garrett
Website & Social Media Ethan Burgess
Buildings & Grounds Rand Sompayrac
Finance Robert Brammer, PDDGM
Sick & Widows Patrick McConnell, PM
Archives Mike Dove, PM

Trustees

R.W. Dennis Berry, PDDGM - 2026
Wor. Chris Decker, PM - 2027
Wor. Dan Goodwin, PM - 2028
Wor. Chris Tripp, PM - 2029
Wor. Pat McConnell, PM - 2030




Living Past Masters

Wor. Carter. G. Wells

Wor. Rudolph E. Griffith
Wor. Henry W. Baker
Wor. Edward L. Donalson
R.W. Dennis W. Berry
Wor. Thomas C Shelton
Wor. William J. White
Wor. James R. Adams
Wor. Michael J. McCray
Wor. Steven M. Gallahan
Wor. Charles B. Pasto
Wor. J. Travis Walker
R.W. Daniel W. Thompson
R.W. W. Robert Brammer
Wor. Sheridan G. Harrod
Wor. Jene G. Parrotte
R.W. Steven W. Sanford
Wor. Richard D. Dey

1963
1974
1975
1983
1986
1988
1989
1992
1995
1996
1998
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006

Wor. Anthony L Rudder
R.W. Jeffrey D. St. Onge
Wor. Shelton S. Mackey
R.W. Shelby L. Chandler
Wor. Christopher J. Decker
Wor. Christopher R. Wilson
Wor. Jeffrey L. Mitchell
Wor. Jeffrey P. VanCuren
Wor. James L. Ragsdale
Wor. Michael T. Moses
Wor. Daniel T. Goodwin
Wor. James M. Snyder
Wor. Stanley R. Kennedy
Wor. Christopher S. Tripp
Wor. Joseph K. Gilkerson
Wor. Patrick F. McConnell
Wor. Michael J. Dove

2007
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2023
2024
2025






