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Master’s Message
Living Our Obligations in 2026

Applying the Grand Master’s Theme
in Fredericksburg No. 4

Seth Roderick, WM

The Grand Master’s theme for the year, Living Our Obligations, calls each Lodge to reflection
joined with action. An obligation remembered only in word soon fades. An obligation lived
becomes a habit, and habits shape the character of a Lodge as surely as they shape the
character of a man.

In Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4, the charge before us is to translate this theme into work that
is visible, steady, and sincere. On election night in December, I offered three maxims in a
moment of candor and good humor: Do simple better. Embrace the target. Try not to suck.
Borrowed from a Major League Baseball coach and stripped of their informality, these
maxims speak to enduring truths. Properly understood, they align with Wisdom, Strength,
and Beauty, three pillars upon which Freemasonry rests (thank you R.W. Chandler for
helping me translate these).

Do Simple Better speaks to Wisdom.

Freemasonry was never intended to be complicated in its moral instruction. As our own
Lodge Education Officer, Brother Bob Melvin, reminded me recently, “Freemasonry isn’t
hard, just be nice.” Our obligations are plain, direct, and time-tested. Wisdom lies in
understanding those obligations clearly and applying them faithfully. The Lodge will begin
the year by strengthening its foundation. The first three Stated Communications will each
be devoted to one degree of Masonry. At each, the obligation will be exemplified and the
charge read aloud, restoring emphasis to words too often assumed rather than practiced.

This exercise is neither novel nor elaborate. It is essential. By doing simple things well, the
Lodge renews its understanding of its own obligations and ensures that instruction remains
clear to every Brother, regardless of tenure.
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Embrace the Target speaks to Strength.

Strength requires direction. Effort without purpose disperses itself. The target before us is
clear. As our Nation marks the 250th year of its independence, Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4
will continue to engage the community it has served since the Eighteenth Century. This
engagement isn’t undertaken for spectacle or for self-promotion, we do these things because
visibility and integrity builds trust.

The Lodge will remain active in community events, support youth organizations, advance
charitable works, sustain a scholarship, and maintain its place as a visible and reliable pillar
in civic life. Freemasonry thrives when it is understood. Demystification is accomplished
through presence, conversation, and example. Strength is shown by standing where one
belongs and carrying one’s obligations into the public square with dignity.

Try Not to Suck speaks to Beauty.

Beauty in Masonry is found in harmony, communication that is clear, and in fellowship that
is genuine. The Lodge will seek continual improvement in how it communicates with its
membership and with the public. Brother Ethan Burgess’s leading media outreach is a fine
example of this.

We must remember that our Lodge is a fraternity. A fraternity is serious in purpose and
generous in spirit. Fellowship strengthens bonds that labor alone will never secure but duty
does not require perpetual solemnity. A round of golf, a cigar shared on the porch, or a
laugh exchanged among Brothers does no harm to Masonry; it strengthens it. This is a
fraternity, not an Animal House fraternity, but a living one all the same. A healthy Lodge is
one in which Brothers know each other’s lives. Good men may labor earnestly, enjoy one
another’s company, and still keep faith with their obligations. Masonry should refine life,
not drain the joy from it.

Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 approaches this year with a clear understanding of its
obligations. Wisdom will guide instruction. Strength will focus effort. Beauty will preserve
harmony. In centering carefully on these principles, the Lodge lives its obligations in word
and deed.

Seth Roderick, WM




Secretary’s Corner

Brethren, we're excited to begin a new year full of Masonic activity at
Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4. We hope you will take time to join us after what
was hopefully a restful and reinvigorating holiday season. We hope you had a
Merry Christmas or Happy Hanukkah and have a terrific New Year. A gentle
reminder that dues are due for this year on January 1, 2026, and will remain at
$225. If you owe for the previous year's dues, please make a payment or reach
out to us to discuss. We don't want to lose anyone to suspension if we can
avoid it. I'd like to introduce our new Assistant Secretary, Brother Ethan
Burgess, who will be helping me serve you better as Secretary. Please check out
his biography later in the Trestle Board and give him a hearty welcome!

Christopher Tripp, PM
Secretary




Wreath Laying

in honor of

Gen. George Weedon

x * %

* 5 *

Saturday, January 10, 2026
2:00 PM
Fredericksburg Masonic Cemetery
Reception to Follow at
Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4

On behalf of the Grand Lodge of Virginia, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons,
Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 cordially invites the community to attend a wreath laying
ceremony honoring General George Weedon, Revolutionary War patriot, Fredericksburg
civic leader and Virginia Freemason.

The ceremony will be held Saturday, January 10th, at 2 o’clock p.m., at the Fredericksburg
Masonic Cemetery at Charles and George Streets, where General Weedon rests among
many civic leaders and patriots of the American Revolution. The Grand Master of Masons
in Virginia, M.W. Matthew Todd Szramoski, will lay a wreath as part of his Founders’
Footsteps Commemoration Tour, recognizing the service of Virginia Freemasons to the
cause of American Independence. A reception will follow the ceremony at the Lodge, which
will also be open for tours.

Brothers are invited to join us at the Lodge at 1:40 PM for the Grand Marshal to form up
the procession to the Cemetery.

Wor. Weedon began his career as a Lieutenant under Bro. George Washington in the French
and Indian War. His tavern on Caroline Street was a known meeting spot for patriots.
During the Revolutionary War, he assumed command of the 3rd Virginia Regiment
following Bro. Hugh Mercer’s death at the Battle of Princeton, and at Yorktown, his troops
blocked Cornwallis” escape route. He was elected Worshipful Master of Fredericksburg
Lodge No. 4 in 1783. His life stands as a testament to civic virtue and industry.
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Seth Roderick

Worshipful Master

I was born in Springfield, Illinois, but for the amazing grace of divine Providence, I have
lived most of my life in Virginia and count this Commonwealth as home. While my early
years were Midwestern, my roots run deep here through family, service, and long
association with this community.

I reside in Stafford County with my family. I am married to a magnificent woman and am
the proud father of a son now completing high school and preparing for college. Family has
always been central to my life. I am the eldest of six, with family spread across Virginia,
Texas, Arkansas, Illinois and abroad. My father was a college dean, philosophy and
theology professor, ordained minister, and highly respected advocate for human dignity
and natural rights. His example of service and reflection left a lasting imprint on my
understanding of duty and conscience. My mother is a homemaker and a freelance
researcher and writer. For my parents I am grateful. For my siblings I'm proud. For my
Uncle, a DDGM himself, I'm appreciative of his example and for teaching me about our
family’s many generations of Masonic tradition, for which I was unaware until joining.

My professional CV is intentionally brief: I served for many years in federal law
enforcement and now work in the private sector in the field of crisis management and
business continuity. In short, I was a cop and now I'm corporate. These experiences have
been meaningful, yet they have never been the whole of my purpose. Worthy labors I'm
proud of for sure, but not for carving in granite.

A

What has given my life greater intention has been service beyond vocation. I am grateful to
the Brothers who signed my petition and brought me to Freemasonry, and to this Lodge in
particular. Through them, I found a fraternity of the intentional whom value character,
stewardship, and quiet labor. As Brother Washington said, “Associate yourself with Men of
good Quality if you Esteem your own Reputation.” In Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4, I
discovered a living tradition worthy of care, commitment and men of good quality.




Beyond the Lodge, I enjoy local and family history, and time spent outdoors through golf,
boating, and fishing. I enjoy these things, but to call me a Golfer or Fisherman would imply
great skill (please don’t imply). I value civic and fraternal associations that strengthen
community and encourage service, including my involvement with the Fredericksburg
Rotary Club, the Colonel Fielding Lewis Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution,
and research and fellowship within Freemasonry beyond my mother Lodge, in the George
Washington Lodge of Research No. 1732 where I serve as Junior Warden, and in the
Britannic Lodge of Madeira No. 134 (Grande Loja Legal de Portugal).

It is a privilege to labor among the Brethren of this Lodge.
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John Lapke

Senior Warden

Raised May 30, 2015. In early 2014, I found myself at a crossroads. While working as.a web
developer in Richmond, Virginia, I felt unfulfilled and knew I needed a change. At a
networking event, I spoke with a local realtor, Brother William Raymond, about what gave
him purpose and direction in life. He spoke of two guiding forces: family and Freemasonry.
He introduced me to Brother Bob Carpenter, and from that point forward, things in my life
began to change in remarkable ways.

Shortly after submitting my petition, I was offered a new job in Fredericksburg, Virginia. As
a result, while my mother lodge is Tuckahoe Lodge No. 347, my degree work was
conducted through the courtesy of Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4. This unique experience
reinforced for me that the Craft extends beyond the walls of any single lodge.

Following my raising, I spent several years away from regular lodge attendance—not in
morals or principles, but simply in presence. Like many, I found reasons not to attend stated
communications, degree work, or even stay connected. Yet one of the great strengths of
Freemasonry is that it is always there, a place to return to fellowship with friends—whether

L

After COVID, I once again felt the same sense of unfulfillment I had experienced years

long known or newly met.

earlier. With no expectations, I decided to attend a single lodge meeting. One meeting led to
another, and soon I noticed the familiar improvement in my life that always seems to
accompany active involvement in Masonry.

Being appointed Junior Steward in 2024 solidified my decision to make Freemasonry a
consistent and meaningful part of my life. Serving as Junior Deacon in 2025 further
demonstrated that my commitment and attendance were recognized. In 2026, being elected
Senior Warden reaffirmed that the lodge values dedication, effort, and service.

With this responsibility, I am honored to give back to the lodge what it has given to me—
friendship, purpose, direction, and a renewed sense of dedication. I have come to
understand that purpose is found, and dedication is strengthened, when we consistently
show up for one another.
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Mike Dove, PM

Junior Warden

Continuity, Craft, and Responsibility

Freemasonry, to me, has never been merely a fraternal association or a collection of rituals
performed behind closed doors. It is a living inheritance, carried forward by men who
understand that what we have received was never meant to end with us.

“Freemasonry is a living inheritance, and what we receive was never meant to end with us.”
I was initiated as an Entered Apprentice on 20 November 2012 and raised to the Sublime
Degree of Master Mason on 27 January 2015 within the Swedish Rite of Freemasonry.

That system, with its strong emphasis on moral instruction, spiritual reflection, and
disciplined progression, profoundly shaped how I understand the Craft. It impressed upon
me early that Freemasonry is not something one joins so much as something one enters into,

gradually and deliberately, with humility and purpose.

My path soon led me to Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4, George Washington’s Lodge, where I
have been present since 2014, active since 2015, and formally affiliated in 2016. From the
moment I crossed its threshold, I sensed that this Lodge carried not only history, but
responsibility. Here, the past is not distant. It is tangible in its walls, its archives, its artifacts,
and its unbroken chain of brethren who labored before us.

What has consistently drawn me deeper into Masonry is a conviction that history matters,
not as nostalgia, but as instruction. A Lodge that forgets its history risks losing its soul.
Charters, minute books, worn Bibles, jewels, and memorials are not relics. They are
witnesses. They testify to how Masons understood their duties in times of peace and war,
and in moments of both prosperity and hardship. Preserving them is not optional. It is a
moral obligation.

Over the years, I have had the opportunity to encounter Freemasonry in multiple countries
and cultural settings. Seeing the Craft practiced across different rites, languages, and
traditions has reinforced a central truth. While outward forms may vary, the essential moral
labor of Freemasonry remains constant. This broader, international perspective has
deepened my appreciation for the universality of our principles and for the importance of
respecting local history and custom. It has also sharpened my understanding of continuity,
revealing how Masonry adapts to place and time without surrendering its core identity.




As my involvement deepened, my focus naturally turned toward stewardship. This has
included the proper care of archives, the accurate interpretation of history, and the
respectful presentation of our story to both Masons and the public. Preservation, when done
correctly, is not about freezing the past in place. It is about ensuring continuity between
generations, between principles and practice, and between memory and responsibility.

In 2025, I had the honor of serving the brethren of Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 as
Worshipful Master. It was, without doubt, a humbling experience. It challenged me, refined
me, and allowed me to grow more fully into the responsibilities of the Craft. The
opportunity to apply leadership lessons learned over years of Masonic and professional
experience to the service of the Lodge was deeply meaningful. To guide progress, safeguard
our traditions, and provide careful stewardship of our Temple was not merely an
administrative duty. It was a sacred trust, one for which I remain profoundly grateful.

Yet my Masonry has never been backward-looking alone. While firmly rooted in the past, I
believe the Craft must remain intelligible and relevant in the present. Establishing a Lodge
museum, doing programs, curating interpretive panels, cataloging artifacts, and engaging

the wider community are all expressions of the same belief.

Freemasonry must be visible without becoming superficial, educational without becoming
didactic, and welcoming without compromising its dignity.

Brotherhood, for me, is not abstract. It is expressed in hospitality, collaboration, charitable

labor, and sincere effort. It is found in building bridges between Lodges, across districts,
among appendant bodies, and within the communities we serve.

A Lodge thrives not merely by guarding its traditions, but by living them.

Intellectually, I value precision and honesty. I appreciate symbolism deeply, but I resist
romanticized myth when it obscures truth. Symbolism, when grounded in fact, becomes a
powerful teacher. Ritual, when understood rather than memorized, becomes
transformative. Language matters. Accuracy matters. Integrity matters. Simple.

At its core, I understand Freemasonry as a lifelong discipline of self-improvement through
service. It calls us to refine our character, broaden our understanding, and place our talents
at the disposal of others. Preservation, education, and community engagement are not side
projects. They are working tools.




Ultimately, I see Freemasonry as a bridge between the Enlightenment ideals of the past and
the challenges of the present, between private reflection and public service, and between
what we inherit and what we leave behind.

“The true work of a Mason is measured by what he leaves behind.”

If I have learned anything through my journey thus far, it is this. Honoring those who came
before us is inseparable from our duty to those who will follow. The true work of a Mason is
not measured by titles or offices, but by whether he leaves his Lodge and his world better

than he found it.

So mote it be.
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Jamie Snyder, PM

4 mw Treasurer

I grew up in Corning, New York, and after high school enlisted in the U.S. Army. I had a

good run during my service, meeting my wife, Patti, while stationed in Massachusetts,
and welcoming two of our three children while assigned to Hawaii. Enlisting in Military
Intelligence allowed me to develop specialized skills and obtain a security clearance

that ultimately opened the door to a career with the Central Intelligence Agency. That
opportunity came at just the right time—while the Army and I disagreed on how much I
weighed, I completed one tour of service and transitioned to civilian life.

I went on to spend 30 remarkable years with the Agency, traveling the world and
eventually serving in senior management. One of our children was even born overseas
in Saudi Arabia during that time, making our family life just as international as my
career.

As part of the Agency’s New Horizons program—taken five years prior to retirement to
help plan the next chapter—I realized I needed a clear plan for life after government
service. I knew I wanted to remain active in my community, stay involved in sports, and
have meaningful projects at home. Conversations with neighbors and encouragement
from Wor. Dan Goodwin ultimately led me to Freemasonry and Fredericksburg Lodge
No. 4. Around the same time, I became more active in golf and picked up a long-term
hobby restoring and maintaining a 1964 Corvair Spyder, which continues to keep me
happily occupied.

,:Q'IX.'- f\‘\,

I'joined the Lodge in 2014, was honored to serve as Master in 2019, and currently serve

as Treasurer of Lodge No. 4. Like many Masters, I had no shortage of ideas and goals,

but balancing family, career, and lodge responsibilities made it challenging to

accomplish everything I hoped to. Retirement has given me the time to say “yes” to

those ideas—allowing me to be more deeply involved in the Lodge’s charitable efforts,
support for youth organizations, and developing new ways to fund and sustain our many
projects.




Another unexpected and rewarding part of retirement has been Sophie the Wonder

Dog. When I retired, we decided it was time to welcome a dog back into our lives. We
adopted Sophie three years ago, and it quickly became clear—especially during visits to
the dog park—that she had a special gift for connecting with people. Encouraged by
others, we pursued therapy-dog certification, and Sophie now serves alongside me at
Mary Washington Hospital, the Oncology Center, Stafford Hospital, Paws for Reading at
A.G. Wright Middle School, and during the Lodge’s homeless meal service. She has
become a joyful extension of my commitment to service and community.
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Chris Tripp, PM

Secretary

You may know me best as the guy that bugs you every month to pay your dues, or one of
that small club of “Covid Masters” who tried to steer the Lodge through the rocks of the
pandemic. This month, I'd like to share some details of my personal journey. I was raised in
Fredericksburg Lodge on October 21, 1998. What was rare at the time was that I didn’t
know anybody here and had two out-of-state sponsors, my then father-in-law, Wor. Robert
J. Clark from Evening Star Lodge No. 75 in Latham, NY, and my uncle, Wor. Arthur C.
Thompson of Social Harmony Lodge in Wareham, MA (Massachusetts Lodges are not
numbered). I came from a Masonic family. Both grandfathers and two uncles who were
businessmen and pillars of the community, and whom I greatly looked up to, were Masons.
My grandmother, mother, and aunts were all in Eastern Star. In October of 1998, I invited
my uncle to my raising, not knowing how ill he was that fall. That would be the last
conversation I had with him. One of the last things he told me, and which has stuck with me
over the years, is that he said becoming a Mason was one of the best things he’d ever done,
and he assured me I'd never regret it. He was more right than I have known at the time. He
died from cancer that Christmas Day.
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What drew me to Masonry was largely to feel more connected to my grandfathers, neither
of whom I had the chance to know, by following their path in what was an old family
tradition. I'd become disconnected from my roots, being the first in many generations of
Yankee farmers in Southeast Massachusetts to leave the soil. I knew nothing of the Lodge’s
history or its connection to Bro. Washington when I petitioned. It was simply the closest
Lodge to where I lived. Shortly after my initiation, the long-serving secretary, Rt. Wor. Ralph
Hicks, passed away suddenly. I was blessed to have as Coach the great Wor. Rudy Griffith,
who served as Master in 1974, who’s been Masonic “father” to so many Brethren who've
crossed the threshold of Freemasonry in our Lodge. My Degrees were conferred in
impressive fashion, but what made the greatest impression on me was Wor. Travis Walker’s

masterful delivery of the Lectures. That’s what set me on the past to learn our beautiful
Ritual.




I served as Master of Fredericskburg Lodge in 2021, when we were shut down for the first
three months, and also as Master of Edward H. Cann Daylight Lodge No. 1752 and George
Washington Lodge of Research No. 1732. I have also served as LIW, DEO for Masonic
District 8, and Secretary for the past two years. I've also been Monarch of Abaca Grotto,
High Priest of Fredericksburg Royal Arch Chapter No. 23, and currently serve as President
of National Sojourners Chapter No. 545 and Commander of Fredericksburg Commandery
No. 1. Recently, I was installed as District Deputy Grand High Priest for Capitular District
No. 19 and Associate Grand Lecturer of the Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons in Virginia.

As for the labors I most enjoy, it may surprise many that I don’t consider myself a Ritualist.
To me, that term signifies someone who focuses almost solely on the Ritual and considers it
the most important aspect of Masonry. What drew me to study and learn our great Ritual
was not this attitude, but a desire to better understand and apply our teachings. I simply
found I had a knack for it and could best serve the Craft by coaching, teaching, and giving
the Lectures. Which has enabled me to travel and meet good Brethren from around the
District and Commonwealth. Essential as our Ritual is, it is but a piece of the much broader
field of Masonic education and an effective means of conveying our ancient teachings and
philosophy. To me, Masonry is largely an individual pursuit, one in which we all take a
similar but somewhat different path of self-improvement and discovery. The goal is to find
good men and make them better, not merely by passively sitting through a Degree or rotely
recitating the Catechism, but by actively equipping them with the tools they need to labor in
their own individual quarries, and by bringing us into contact with other good men who—
like those for me mentioned above—can serve as role models for us to emulate as we
struggle along our own journeys. The Fraternity exists not for its own sake, as a mere social
club, but to serve our much greater spiritual purpose. That “rub shoulders” aspect is a big
part of our mission of making good men better, by bringing good men into contact from
many walks of life where they can encourage and edify each other.

So to me, the education, philosophy, and self-reflection, along with holding us accountable
to each other in a way that few other organizations do, are the key things that have guided
me in my own Masonic evolution and my understanding of the Craft. They have led me a
stark realization of my own imperfections and just how much work I still have to do.
Striving to be true to our stoic and demanding philosophy lie at the root of Masonry, but
along the way, I discovered the fruit of Masonry—the Fellowship, camaraderie, and lifelong
friendships that come when you walk its rugged paths. A healthy tree needs both.
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Joshua Miller

Senior Deacon

Allow me to officially introduce myself as your Senior Deacon for this coming year!

My name is Joshua W. Miller and I have been a member of Lodge 4 since March of 2024. I
was Raised on September 4th of 2024 and have been extremely eager to get to work in the
Lodge and get to know as many of you as I can. I was very honored and excited to be the
Junior Steward for the 2025 year. I got to jump into the Senior Deacon role when our
Beloved Brother Troy Blanchard moved to much sunnier pastures (Florida) in the Summer. I
love learning everything I can, not just about our Lodge but about Masonry in general. A lot
of my learning is from getting the opportunity to interact with the best teachers, my fellow
Brothers. Some of my favorite activities have been helping with our events that directly
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I also very much enjoy the opportunities to honor our Brothers from the past. One such

serve our community.

event being the cornerstone laying ceremony at Mount Vernon this past February. Getting to
meet Brothers from across the country while also getting to witness the ceremony
performed to perfection by the Grand Line has definitely been one of the highlights of my
Masonic journey. My goal for this year is to continue to smooth out my ashler as much as
possible while having some fun, helping our community, and honoring our past at every
opportunity. Here's to a great upcoming year!!!
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s v George Dunlap

Junior Deacon

Brother Junior Deacon George W. Dunlap, raised in March 2024. My maternal grandfather
and great-grandfather were both Masons, though each went to that temple not made with
hands before I was born. I served 6.5 years on active duty in the United States Navy. I am a
husband and the father of a 4.5-year-old daughter (you may have heard her during the
installation). I was raised in the Grand Lodge of Alabama, F&AM, while completing my
Bachelor of Science degree with dual majors in Computer Engineering and Mathematics at
The University of Alabama. I was selected by the university faculty as the 2024 Engineering
Student of the Year.

I came to Masonry later than some, but it has brought me great peace and order. I entered
the Craft during a particularly lonely and isolated portion of my college journey. I was
initially attracted to Freemasonry for its ethical framework; I fell in love with its esoteric
philosophy, and I did not realize how deeply I needed the fraternity until I found it.

I greatly enjoy reading Masonic texts, particularly the works of Claudy (Introduction to
Freemasonry and Foreign Countries) and Mackey (Principles of Masonic Law). I value the
autodidactic process that Masonry provides and find the overlap between Freemasonry and
the Scottish Enlightenment especially compelling. The interplay between these two
movements is where I believe my future research is heading. Separating the fantastical from
the factual can be difficult. I believe there is a remnant aspect to Freemasonry—particularly
from the fall of the Roman Empire in 476 to 1717, when the Grand Lodge of England was
established—but I can wax poetic about that another time.

&

I also travel for work and always try to make time to visit a lodge while I am away. To date,
I have visited lodges in five states: Alabama (3), Virginia (4), Florida (2), New Mexico (1),
and Hawaii (1), and I look forward to many more.

For now, my focus is learning the Virginia catechism and faithfully performing my duties to
my Blue Lodge. Thank you for allowing me to serve our lodge, and I hope I will not
disappoint you.




2026 Lodge Officer Introductions

Justin Garrett

Chaplain

Hello, and howdy, Brethren and friends of Fredericksburg Lodge! Many of you may know
me, and this is my third year thus far as chaplain of this lodge. I started my Masonic journey
as a teenager. I wrestled in high school and had a neck injury that prompted me to quit,
which led me deeper on a spiritual path. One day, I realized that, while I might have done
anything for my friends, they wouldn’t have done the same for me. So when one of them
became a Mason, his explanation of the craft led me to realize that there IS a place out there
for true friends and fellowship. I became a DeMolay at age 18, and nine months later, on the
220 th anniversary of Bro. George Washington’s cornerstone laying of the US Capitol, on
September 18, 2013, I was initiated. My mentor was W.B. Michael Todd Moses. I was raised
to the sublime degree of Master Mason on March 5 th , 2014.

Now onto my résumé and accolades. I served as Master Councilor for the DeMolay chapter
here in 2014-2015 and performed the Ceremony of Light, which is a public ceremony I invite
everyone to attend, as it is a very inspiring talk. In the spring of 2015, I received my degrees
of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite. I've since read and studied a great deal of it, and
if anyone is ever interested, I'd be glad to give whatever insight I can afford on the topic. On
April 20 th, 2023, I was exalted to the most sublime degree of Royal Arch Mason. I am also
the Captain of the Host and Chapter Education Officer (CEO..hehe!) for Fredericksburg
Royal Arch Chapter 23. In addition to my duties as Chaplain, I am also the chair of the
catechism committee (since July of 2023) and now chair of the funerary committee.

Additionally, some of you may have heard our podcast: The Fredericksburg Lodge 4-Cast!

Our most prominent segment, in addition to This Day In History and our education topics,
has been Meet The Mason. I am the host of this podcast, and I look forward to creating more
content for us to all enjoy. In terms of vocation, I've been a preschool teacher, a tobacconist,
a command center operator, a private investigator. I've spent some time working for the
Department of Homeland Security in various capacities. Society often has a place to be
industrious, to be driven, to be angry, sad, tired, and even happy (for a price), but it’s hard
to find a place to explore enlightenment. How much better would the world be if we
afforded men a place to sift through the depths of their own minds, away from the cares and
needs of the world, and give them the tools to conquer whatever beasts may lie below the
surface? Freemasonry, to me, is one such place. Our institution is different from so many
others because it builds up the man to be the best force for good wherever he may find
himself. There are many places in this world to do good, but so few to internalize lessons
which make him so much better.



https://lodge4cast.buzzsprout.com/

As one last aside, I will explain to you the origin of the term, “Chaplain.” While
Freemasonry is not a religion, nor does it offer any salvation in any form, it is inherently
religious. St. Martin of Tours was born in the early 300s A.D. in Pannonia, which is in
modern Hungary. He joined the Roman army as a cavalryman, denoting the wealth from
which he came. He was a catechumen, which was, in our terms, an apprentice of
Christianity.

By this time, Constantine’s Edict of Milan was passed into law, decriminalizing the practice
of Christianity. One cold, snowy winter’s day in Amiens, Gaul (which is now France), he
came upon a poor, naked beggar. Upon seeing him, Martin took his capella, his cape (which
was a warm wool covering for cold weather), and cut it in half before giving it to this poor
beggar. He then went on to an inn, where he slept. In the midst of his sleep, he awoke to
realize the poor beggar was Jesus Christ, standing over him, explaining to angels on either
side that Martin was the one who clothed him when nobody else would. He awoke to the
capella restored, wholly intact. Since his time, the term, in Latin, “Capellanus,” and then to
French, “Chapelain,” to the English by way of the Normans, “Chaplain.”

ZI=
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As chaplain for our lodge, I make it a personal endeavor to share my cloak with those who
might be in need, and remind them that the same loving and benevolent creator of Heaven
and Earth saw fit to include them in His glorious design, even if the situation at hand may
seem dark in the moment. I look forward to serving you (yes, YOU!) and all our brethren
and friends of this lodge for this ensuing year. If ever there’s anything I can do, please feel
free to reach out.

May God bless you all and may we all have a great and beautiful 2026.
From the brightest seat in the house,

Bro. Justin C. G. Garrett
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Shelby Chandler

Tiler

Greetings, my brethren, my name is Shelby Chandler and I have been installed to serve as
the Lodge's Tiler (the guy outside the Lodge door with a big sword). Section 2.66 of our
Methodical Digest and Section 10 of the Constitution of Masonry states that the Tiler “must
be a Master Mason of knowledge and experience, whose chief charge is to prohibit the
admittance of any person without sufficient credentials and permission of the Master of the
Lodge”. The Tiler is the martial officer of the Lodge, who is also responsible for hand
delivering any summons by the Master and should be capable of temporarily handling all
external duties with the outside world, while the rest of the brethren are safely and properly
secured within a tiled stated or called meeting of his Masonic Lodge. Vocationally, I am
currently both a historian and an administrator, managing the James Monroe Birthplace &
Boyhood Home Park, as well as overseeing the Meals on Wheels and Food Bank operations
for a couple of counties here in Virginia. As for my family, I am married to my beautiful
wife, Lady Holly, and we have four beautiful adult daughters, their growing family, and
two noisy beagles.

As for me personally, I was initiated into Fredericksburg Lodge on October 13, 2004. Since
that time, I was raised on March 16, 2005 and I was immediately appointed a month later,
due to one of the Stewards moving out of Virginia. From there, I was given the honor of
progressing each year from Junior Steward, to Senior Steward (2006), then elected Junior
Deacon (2007), Senior Deacon (2008), Junior Warden (2009) and Senior Warden (2010). In
2011, the brethren of the Lodge rendered me the honor of serving them as Worshipful
Master, and my theme was “Never on Borrowed Honor”, meaning that while we have a
very historic Lodge and with its rich heritage that is for us to offer stewardship over on
behalf of our universal and gentle Craft, it was incumbent upon each of us to find ways to
perpetuate that greatness in small and meaningful ways, by the various means and talents
that the Great Architect has given to each of us, that the brethren who follow us may know
that we have continued that legacy. During that time, I have served as Lodge Education
Officer, Catechism Chairman, Lodge Historian, and several other positions. It was during
this time that I had developed an education program in our Lodge, that a few years later
was introduced to Virginia Masons during the Reid J. Simmons Masonic Academy in 2009
as a system to support the training of those candidates who were using the Alternative
Method.




During my time as Worshipful Master, the officers and brethren continued to earn several
awards, as the Hillman and we achieved our second Mark Twain Award from the Masonic
Service Association, but during my time as Master, we had a major earthquake and then
three days later, a hurricane followed, and we spent the rest of the year ensuring that we
would be able to repair our Lodge, while protecting the public from any danger that
damage could impose upon them.

While we were working to raise money for the repairs, we worked with the City of
Fredericksburg to ensure we would not be shut down, and with the assistance of every
officer and Lodge member, along with the help from both the greater Fredericksburg and
Masonic community, we were able to achieve every one of our goals to ensure that brethren
of Fredericksburg would still have a Lodge building.

Following my time as Master, I have served (or I am still serving) Freemasonry in other
capacities, such as District Education Officer, serving on Grand Lodge Committees, such as
History, Masonic Education, Communications (previously Public Relations), Representative
to the Grand Lodge of Panama and I have served as District Deputy Grand Master for the
Masonic Research District. I was given the privilege of being the Charter Worshipful Master
of the George Washington Lodge of Research No. 1732 in 2012 and I have participated in the
creation of several Masonic organizations during my time as a Past Master and have written
quite a few programs pertaining to Masonic law and education.

Several things that I am most especially proud of, are my time serving the brethren of both
my Lodge and my Research Lodge, as part of the George Washington Masonic National
Memorial team (and one of its presenters) for the “Scottish Freemasonry in America”
symposium, I was given the honor of having the front page primary article on the
Philalethes periodical journal for my program on “General & Brother Hugh Mercer: Scottish
Son, Masonic Brother, American Father”, the Conference of Grand Masters of North
America offered me the opportunity to present an educational program during one of their
annual sessions (to which both our Grand Master and the Grand Historian & Archivist of
the Grand Lodge of Scotland attended and approved), my participations in the Centennial
Anniversary Reenactment of the George Washington Masonic National Memorial
Cornerstone Laying Ceremony, and a representative of Fredericksburg Lodge during the
Masonic procession for President and Brother Gerald Ford as he was lying in state in the
rotunda of the United States Capitol, and so many more memories.




As a Fredericksburg Mason, I have been blessed with so many opportunities to participate
in significant events, but the most important lessons I have learned as both a
Fredericksburg and Virginia Mason are these:

1. In your every endeavors, make sure that whether you fail or succeed or whether you
achieve your goals or not, that your intentions are always good and that your actions have
always been with the intent to serve others before yourself. In doing such, you would
always have the blessing and forgiveness of those who matter most, especially in
Freemasonry.

2. Sometimes, the little personal quirks that you have which other people make fun of, are
the very same personal quirks that will serve and benefit those very same people, so never
let anyone diminish anything about you because the Great Architect had intended you to be
the very person that you are; especially when you are working to improve yourself.

3. In both service and in leadership, you will at times fail, sometimes significantly, but you
will only truly fail if you give up or if you let others label you a failure. Every living person
makes mistakes, so temporary failures are okay so long as you take the time to learn from it,
empower yourself from the lessons learned from that failure, and then teach others so that
they do not repeat your actions; never let anyone cast you aside because of one single
failure or disagreement and remember: “Even in the errors of his service and in leadership,
our dear Brother George Washington holds the sole onus of accidentally starting what is
considered mankind's very first world war (the French and Indian War spanned the entire
globe), and yet he still prevailed in the annals of history.”

4. Always listen to the wise counsel of Brothers Sandy Mackey, Bob Melvin and Bill Searcy.
5. Live your life by the following quotes (especially the last):

“The only man who never makes a mistake is the man who never does anything.”
~ Brother Theodore Roosevelt

“Waste no more time arguing about what a good man should be. Be one.”
~ Roman Emperor Marcus Aurelius

“Do what you can, with what you have, where you are.”
~ Brother Theodore Roosevelt

“If you're going through hell, keep going.”
~ Brother Winston Churchill
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Brian Hesler

Junior Steward

My name is Brian Hesler, and I am honored to have been appointed as Junior Steward for
the 2026 Masonic year. I was raised a Master Mason in Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4, located
in Fredericksburg, Virginia, in 2010. Outside the lodge, I am a custom engineering and
fabrication professional, a devoted husband and the proud father of three children, ages six,
twelve, and fifteen. I am grateful for the confidence placed in me and look forward to
supporting the officers, serving the brethren, and contributing to the harmony and success
of this lodge.
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Ethan Burgess

Assistant Secretary

I grew up just down the road from George Washington’s Boyhood Home. The virtues of
charity, service, and honor were second-nature in my household. My mother recently retired
from a 33-year clinical social work career, of which she dedicated 15 years to Stafford
County Public Schools. My father was a Marine combat veteran of the Gulf War and the Iraq
War. His true calling however, was a life of the arts. He built his own civilian career as a
graphic artist for the Marine Corps, earned his MFA from the Hartford Art School, and even
started a surf rock band, among many other hobbies. I was brought up in the
Fredericksburg United Methodist Church, just across the street from this Lodge.

While I enjoyed fiction writing, architecture classes, and directing the morning news in high
school, I chose to study History at Longwood University. After interning for two summers
in the National Museum of the Marine Corps ordnance vault, I tried something different in
2018. I started working at the Rising Sun Tavern Museum downtown--Colonial clothes and
all. I quickly adopted a meaningful lifestyle of living history, hospitality, local research and
public speaking. I served as Site Manager for most of 2019, until tragedy called my focus
home. My father was diagnosed with renal cell carcinoma, a form of kidney cancer--which
Veterans Affairs deemed service-related to the Kuwaiti oil fires of the Gulf War--and within
a few months he died peacefully at home on December 12, 2019 surrounded by his wife and
sons. Family, friends, coworkers, and Marine Corps officers gathered in our living room
only a few weeks prior for his Navy Superior Civilian Service Award ceremony.

My father’s passing had everything to do with my path to Freemasonry. The aftermath of
that loss paired with the pandemic’s isolation was a haunting experience. I felt that I had
crossed a boundary into another world and began to slowly rise from a spiritual slumber.
Thankfully, I had the companionship of my college fraternity brothers to rely on. I didn’t
know it then, but the foundation of my Masonic journey was actually instilled in me by the
values of Phi Mu Delta--Brotherhood, Service, and Democracy. I noticed that one of these
brothers exemplified those values further by becoming a Freemason. By asking him
questions about it and getting to know the Masons here in Fredericksburg at Wednesday
night dinners, I knew I had found a place I could belong. I wasn’t just thrilled to find a
fraternity that dignified charity, honor, truth, history, religious freedom, and even
architecture. Above all, I was energized to apply myself to my labors and my personal life to
the same tune as other like-minded men--that in every man a brother can be found. And in
every man who strives to better himself through Freemasonry, I find a partial reflection of
my father. The sprig of acacia is my favorite Masonic symbol.




I returned to Washington Heritage Museums (the organization which stewards the Rising
Sun Tavern, as well as the Hugh Mercer Apothecary Shop, Mary Washington House, and
Mary Washington Monument) in September of 2022, this time as Membership & Office
Manager. My office was in the upstairs of the St. James” House, the 18th-century residence
of our own M.W. James Mercer. It was during this period of my life that I became connected
to the historical community of Fredericksburg and also submitted my petition to
Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4. I owe thanks to Bro. Don Meyer who coached me with
excellent guidance through the three degrees in the summer of 2023; during which I was
initiated June 7, passed August 16, and raised September 6.

On several projects since then, my historical work has aligned with the Lodge’s efforts to
bring its history to the public. I assisted Wor. Pat McConnell with planning our reception of
Bro. Gen. Lafayette during the 200th Anniversary of his Farewell Tour in November of 2024.
In 2025, supported by a branding committee, Wor. Mike gave our Lodge a new breath of life
and opportunity to finally present itself online. Supplied with a first-ever official logo and
brand toolkit, I was honored to immediately work on establishing our Facebook and
Instagram pages. Thank you to all the brethren who have supported this effort. If you have
not yet, please follow our page(s) to see what the Lodge is capable of in real time. Ensuring
our brotherhood is well-represented in every imaginable way is my passion. My other
Masonic activities include serving as Senior Warden of Fredericksburg Commandery No. 1,
Knights Templar and being a member of Fredericksburg Royal Arch Chapter No. 23 and the
George Washington Lodge of Research No. 1732.

Although I am a student of history, I have channeled my creativity into a profession in
communications. I now work at Stratford Hall Historic Preserve as Director of
Communications. Sometimes you might run into my fiancé and I in 18th-century clothing
volunteering or educating at a local museum event.

I think often about borrowed time. I endeavor to live a life my father would have wanted,
and perhaps dreamed, for me while he braved through his service in the Middle East. To
me it is no coincidence that his ashes are interred in the columbarium of Fredericksburg
United Methodist Church, in view of the Lodge and the work I'm enabled to perform for
Fredericksburg as a whole. I thrive from being a member of a hard-working fraternity that
unites under common spiritual and moral grounds. If everything else in the world is dark,
this one bond we share is all the light we need. Delving into the historic past of our Lodge
and its members will show you that we tread on a stable foundation. Every late-night
meeting, every brief yet reaffirming conversation with a brother, every leaking trash bag
after a Stated dinner or homeless meal--every moment contributes toward the true meaning
of a Lodge. The work is the reward, and my brethren, we are endowed with great treasure.
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An Invitation to the Brethren

The Trestle Board belongs to the Brethren. Your words give it life.

The Trestle Board serves as a reflection of the life of the Lodge and instruction for our labors.
It is strongest when it carries the voices of the Brethren themselves as well as the usual
notices.

All Brethren are encouraged to submit articles for inclusion each month. Contributions may
take many forms. Some may wish to write on Masonic subjects or Lodge history. Others
may choose to share reflections on visits to other Lodges, travels near or far, or experiences
that have enriched their Masonic journey. Important milestones in life such as births,
marriages, graduations, retirements, and other moments worthy of notice are also most
welcome.

No piece need be long, nor need it be scholarly. A well-considered paragraph or a brief
reflection told to all add to the shared life of the Lodge. Through these contributions, we
come to know one another better and strengthen the bonds of our fraternity.

Seth Roderick, WM

p.s.

As many of you have heard me go on about my affiliated Lodge in Portugal and as I'm still learning
about our unique and worldly history, I've asked our Brother and Secretary of the Lodge, Right
Worshipful David Pratt to send over a piece about Britannic Lodge of Madeira No: 134. Maybe a
fraternal visit to the Pearl of the Atlantic in the future? If you would like to submit similar articles
from your travels or affiliated Lodges in future Trestle Boards, please do. I encourage it. After all,
Freemasonry is Universal.




Britannic Lodge of Madeira No. 134

A Story of Masonic
Darkness - Restored to Light

by R.W. David S Pratt, PM & Secretary
Britannic Lodge of Madeira No: 134, Funchal

The current Lodge with the name "Britannic Lodge of Madeira No: 134" holden under the
Grand Lodge (Legal) of Portugal (GLLP) meeting and thriving in Funchal is not a direct
descendant of the now defunct United Grand Lodge of England (UGLE) Lodge bearing the
same name and Consecrated in 1913 in Madeira that closed and returned its Warrant in
1990.

However! Let us not start with the end but at the beginning!

The Island of Madeira occupies a strategic military and trading location some 300 miles off
the North West African Coast and situated on historical trade and migration routes between
Europe, South Africa, the Southern Caribbean and South America.

Although a Portuguese possession, the British influence in Madeira has been significant for
hundreds of years in business and cultural activities notably connected with the production
and the worldwide distribution of Madeira wine as a constant feature.

As such a busy place for international commerce and migratory transit it is little wonder
that Freemasonry is recorded in historical records with the first published reference in 1727.

Information is scant however over the years, Lodges came and went that paid obedience to
a variety of European Grand Lodges or, working independently, paying obedience to none
at all for at least the next 150 years.

A regular feature in the island life was the appearance of British military and naval lodges
with "Travelling Warrants" allowing them to hold meetings wherever they were based.
Certainly, British residents and notable locals were initiated into the mysteries of
Freemasonry under the authority of "Travelling Warrants".

Time to fast-forward to the late 1800s.

A group of British businessmen obtained a warrant for lodge from the Grand Orient of
Lusitania. The Lodge name? Britannic!




When UGLE withdrew recognition from the Grand Lodge of Lusitania, the Lodge closed
and the same group of brethren applied to UGLE for a Warrant under the name of
'Britannic". The warrant was granted and in 1913, the consecrating team from London
completed the 6 day journey by steamship to consecrate the lodge.

Britannic Lodge thrived in Funchal until 1935 when the totalitarian Government of Portugal
banned Freemasonry.

Ablack day indeed for the Craft.

Not wishing to see "Britannic " die, those stalwart brethren relocated the Lodge to meet in
London, England where the words "of Madeira" were added to the Lodge's name.

Perhaps for another article? There then followed a fascinating period of some 70 years when
the Lodge, as it says in the records, kept the "Light of Freemasonry and Memory of the
Origins in Madeira Burning!"

Alas due to low numbers of members and aging brethren, the UGLE Britannic Lodge of
Madeira No: 3683 closed and surrendered its warrant in 2006.

London Lodge closures? A common occurrence at that time and alas up until the current
day.

Masonic Light Returns to Portugal!

The downfall of the totalitarian regime in 1974 was followed immediately by the revival of
Freemasonry in Portugal.

The Lodge now bearing the illustrious name was consecrated in 2018 under the GLLP - a
Regular Grand Lodge in amity with many, many other Regular Grand Lodges.

Madeira is an extremely popular holiday resort with visitors from all over the world.

An eclectic and dynamic mix of residents and holidaymakers is reflected in the membership
of the Lodge and the delight is the number of local residents now being attracted to become
members.

Established as a "Holiday Lodge" at first with every intention of becoming a "Local" Lodge
for Madeirans and for those from overseas who now live on the island, but ever graced by
members from all over the globe with a love of Madeira as a special place.




By permission of GLLP, the Lodge is authorised to work in English and to wear regalia of
the "English Pattern" which means light blue ribboning on aprons and collars. This is such a
great leveler as a number of brethren are Rulers and Grand Officers in other constitutions.

All wearing the same plain aprons and not richly decorated with gold bullion reminds the
members that all have the honor and privilege to be equal "Brothers" and to work in
harmony together without any affectation of Masonic rank.

A really special feature of the Lodge culture is that our ladies always join us for a
magnificent Banquet.

I could keep on singing the praises of our lovely Lodge however the only way to truly
appreciate the wonderful atmosphere and hard work demonstrated in the Temple is to
come and visit us!

I could go on by talking about the "Britannic of Madeira Masonic Association" - Formed in
London in 1935 and resuscitated in 2020, the glorious silver lamp made to keep "Masonic
Light" burning and the Masonic Connection of the Royal Navy Cruiser Battleship "HMS
London" sent "at full speed" from Gibraltar to Madeira in 1935 but perhaps these are for
another article?

Looking Back - Looking Forward!

In conclusion, our lovely Lodge may not be a direct descendant of the former Lodge sharing
the same name however, great tribute is paid to those illustrious forebears who established
a Lodge in the beautiful island of Madeira.

Our future is very, very bright indeed!

R.W. Bro. David S Pratt, PM

Secretary

Britannic Lodge of Madeira No: 134, Funchal
britannic134@gmail.com



mailto:britannic134@gmail.com

Guardians of Memory: Bro. Charles Yates

Preserving the Legacy of the
Fredericksburg Masonic Cemetery

by Mike Dove, PM

Charles Yates (1727-1809)
Merchant, Civic Leader, Mason, and Patriot

Early Life in England (1727-1752)

Charles Yates was born on April 20, 1727 in the port town of Whitehaven, Cumberland,
England. He was the son of Reverend Francis Yates (an Anglican clergyman) and his wife
Anne Orfeur. Baptized at St. Nicholas” Church in Whitehaven in April 1728, Charles grew
up in a family of the Church of England. In his youth, he received a basic education suitable
for a merchant’s career and was exposed to trans-Atlantic trade through Whitehaven'’s
bustling port. In 1748, at the age of 21, he emigrated to Virginia under the auspices of a
prominent Whitehaven merchant, Peter How(e). Peter How and his partner Richard Kelsick
had longstanding trading ties to the Rappahannock River region, and young Yates traveled
as their factor (agent) to seek opportunities in the colonies. By 1752, Charles Yates had
settled in the thriving town of Fredericksburg, Virginia, marking the start of a new life in
America.

Establishment as a Fredericksburg Merchant

Upon arrival, Yates quickly established himself as a
merchant in Fredericksburg, a prominent fall-line trading
town on the Rappahannock River. Over the 1750s and
1760s he built a successful mercantile business, initially
trading in tobacco, then Virginia’s chief export and later
diversifying into the wheat and grain trade as the local
economy shifted.

By 1760, Yates had prospered enough to invest in real
estate: he built a fine Georgian-style frame house on
Hanover Street (later known as the Carmichael House).

This substantial dwelling, constructed around 1760, was a

testament to his growing status. Decades later he sold this Artist: Willis A. Pepoon
(1859-1940) Courtesy of the

house to Dr. James Carmichael circa 1790, and it remained
Fredericksburg Area Museum

in that family for generations, linking Yates’s name to one
of Fredericksburg’s historic homes.




The Chimneys, a Georgian townhouse built by Charles Yates around 1771-73 in
Fredericksburg. Yates sold this elegant home to fellow merchant John Glassell shortly before
the Revolutionary War. Today the restored building (“Billiken’s Smokehouse”) stands as a
tangible reminder of Yates’s presence in the town.

————

Courtesy of Wikimedia commons

By the early 1770s, Yates was regarded as an old and respectable inhabitant of
Fredericksburg, indeed later called the oldest inhabitant and a great merchant and political
leader of the town. Contemporary records styled him Charles Yates, Esq., indicating his
stature as a gentleman. Though engaged in commerce, he also pursued farming interests
later in life. In a 1780 letter he remarked that he had given up mercantile business to become
a farmer, suggesting he acquired plantations or land to cultivate. His business
correspondence reveals a trans Atlantic network. Through such activities, Charles Yates
amassed both wealth and respect, positioning himself to take on a larger role in the
turbulent political events of the 1770s.

Revolutionary Era Leadership (1774-1783)

In the years leading up to the American Revolution, Charles Yates became a patriot leader in
Fredericksburg. When news arrived of Parliament’s punishment of Boston (the Boston Port
Act closing the harbor), the people of Fredericksburg reacted with resolve. On June 1, 1774
the very day the Boston Port Act took effect a mass meeting of citizens was held at the Town
Hall. Charles Yates was among the prominent townsmen elected to a special Committee of
Correspondence on that day, alongside Fielding Lewis, Charles Dick, Dr. Charles Mortimer,
James Mercer, Charles Washington (George Washington’s younger brother), William
Woodford and others.




This committee was charged “to correspond with the neighboring towns and counties for
the purpose of communicating their sentiments on this present interesting and alarming
situation of America.” It was essentially a citizens’ oversight committee to coordinate
resistance to British policies and to show solidarity with beleaguered Boston. Yates’s
appointment to this June 1774 Committee attests to the esteem he was held in by his fellow
citizens at the dawn of the Revolution.

The Fredericksburg Committee of Correspondence did not remain idle. As the crisis
deepened, it evolved into the de facto Fredericksburg Committee of Safety, enforcing the
Continental Association (the boycott of British goods) and preparing for possible conflict.
James Mercer, one of Yates’s colleagues, noted that in late 1774 he and other committee
members called on local merchants (many of whom were of British birth) to obtain their
pledge to uphold the colonial boycott.

Charles Yates, being an established merchant himself (and notably a British born subject
turned Virginian), certainly supported and complied with these patriotic measures. In fact,
Fredericksburg’s response to the Revolution was robust: the town raised independent
militia companies, contributed supplies, and its leaders took on provincial roles. While Yates
was not a military man due to his age (he was nearing 50 when war began), he contributed
in civic capacities.

One notable episode came in 1776, when Colonel James Mercer worked with Yates to bolster
the American war effort on the home front. Together they brought a group of skilled
weavers to Fredericksburg, installed them on Mercer’s property, and set them to producing
cloth for the Continental troops. This local textile production effectively an early wartime
industry supplied crucial uniforms and cloth to soldiers who could no longer rely on British
imports. Yates’s role in organizing and housing the weavers demonstrated his
resourcefulness and commitment to the cause. These weavers “remained until the end of the
conflict”, providing fabric for the army throughout the Revolution.

Meanwhile, Yates continued to serve on the town’s revolutionary committee. Surviving
records indicate the Fredericksburg Committee (as it was called locally) met regularly
through 1775. (One document is headed “Fredericksburg, Committee Chamber, Saturday
the 29th of April, 1775,” detailing a large council of 102 patriots, including county delegates
and militia officers, convened in town.)

Although Charles Yates’s name does not appear among military officers, his influence was
felt behind the scenes. In November 1774, for instance, John Paul (the future naval hero John
Paul Jones) came to Fredericksburg after his brother William Paul, a local tailor and Mason
died.




Yates stepped in to help: when the estate needed an administrator, Yates became surety on
the bond, aiding John Paul in settling his brother’s affairs. This act suggests Yates’s standing
in the community; he was trusted to guarantee legal and financial obligations. (Notably,
William Paul had been a member of Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4, linking this incident to
Yates’s Masonic ties as well.)

Throughout the war, Yates remained a steady presence in Fredericksburg’s civic life. The
town was occasionally threatened by British raids (its proximity to tidewater made it
vulnerable), but it also became an important supply depot. Yates’s mercantile experience
was likely valuable in managing shortages and procuring goods for the army. In 1781, as the
war reached its climax, James Hunter’s Iron Works at nearby Falmouth supplied munitions
and hardware to the patriot forces, with local leaders like Yates supporting such endeavors.

Yates himself corresponded with British contacts even during the war a July 1784 letter from
Yates to a Glasgow associate provides an account of settling debts and estates disrupted by
the conflict. By war’s end, Charles Yates had contributed significantly to Fredericksburg’s
revolutionary activities, earning him recognition as a patriot of 1776.

Civic and Political Contributions in Fredericksburg

After American independence, Charles Yates continued to serve his community in civic and
political roles. Fredericksburg was incorporated as a town in 1781-82, shifting from trustee
management to a mayor/council system. Although records of the first town council are
sparse, Yates’s contemporaries (including friends like Robert Lewis and John Chew) served
as mayors or aldermen in the 1780s and 1790s. Yates himself was widely regarded as a
leading citizen, often consulted on local matters. In 1798, for example, he was among dozens
of prominent Fredericksburg men to sign a public address praising President John Adams’s
handling of foreign affairs, aligning himself with the Federalist cause of maintaining
stability during the Quasi-War with France. His signature on that address, alongside names
like George Weedon and Robert Wellford, indicates Yates’s ongoing engagement in public
discourse.

One of Charles Yates’s most lasting civic contributions was in the field of education and
charity. In January 1795, he joined other town leaders in establishing the Fredericksburg
Male Charity School, an institution to provide free schooling for poor boys. At a meeting on
January 25, 1795, held at Benson’s Tavern, Charles Yates was present as one of the initial
subscribers and organizers. Along with him were Benjamin Day, Elisha Hall, William Lovell,
Fontaine Maury, George French, and Daniel Henderson, a veritable who’s who of
Fredericksburg philanthropists. They incorporated the charity school in 1796, and it soon
received endowed funds, including a bequest from the estate of Archibald McPherson (a
fellow immigrant who had died in 1754 leaving money for the poor). Yates served as a
trustee of this school, helping oversee its operations.




In 1802, a Female charity school was likewise established by the ladies of St. George’s
Parish, parallel to the boys’ school; as a senior vestryman, Yates supported this effort as
well. The charity schools provided rudimentary education, Christian catechism, and even
boarding for destitute children, a significant social service in the early Republic. The fact
that Yates’s name appears on the “stone tablets” commemorating the founders suggests the
high esteem for his benevolence. Through these initiatives, Charles Yates left a legacy of
compassionate civic improvement, reflecting the Enlightenment ideals of his generation.
Faith and Fraternity: Church and Masonic Involvement.

Raised in the Anglican tradition, Charles Yates remained active in the Episcopal (Anglican)
Church in Virginia. He was a long-time member of St. George’s Parish in Fredericksburg,
the historic Anglican church that dominated the town’s religious life. In the colonial era,
parish vestries were powerful local institutions, and Yates, as a prominent layman,
eventually joined the vestry. Parish records indicate that by 1793, Charles Yates was elected
to the vestry of St. George’s Church, likely as part of the post-Revolution reorganization of
the parish. (The Anglican Church in Virginia had been disestablished after independence
and was reorganizing as the Protestant Episcopal Church; new vestrymen were chosen to
replace those lost during the war.) The vestry list of 1793 includes “William Lovell, Charles
Yates, David Blair, Samuel Greenhow, Fontaine Maury” among others.

This signals Yates’s leadership in parish affairs during a challenging time for the church. In
the 1790s, St. George’s struggled to rebuild its congregation and finances in the aftermath of
disestablishment. Yates contributed to its revival, not only by founding the charity school
(which had a religious education component), but also by assisting in the call of new
ministers and the maintenance of church property.

Yates’s personal faith appears to have been solid but without ostentation. A eulogy of one of
his contemporaries noted the individual was “devout without ostentation, a friend to good
men,” words that could aptly describe Yates’s own reputation. He lived through the
American Revolution’s disruptions to the Anglican Church, yet helped ensure St. George’s
survival. In 1808, just a year before Yates’s death, the parish completed a new brick church
building to replace the old colonial edifice, a sign that the Episcopal community he helped
lead was thriving again.

Parallel to his church activities, Charles Yates was deeply involved in Freemasonry, which
was an important social and fraternal network in the 18th century. Yates became a member
of Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4. He proved to be, as one account describes, “a zealous
member of [the] Fredericksburg Lodge of Masons,” serving in various official capacities.
Lodge records (to the extent they survived the occupation in the Civil War) show that Yates
held the office of Secretary of the lodge and later Junior Warden, and he served in those
roles for years.




His long tenure implies he was entrusted with the lodge’s important tasks: the Secretary
managed correspondence and records, while the Junior Warden assisted in ritual and
governance. In November 1774, Bro Yates is noted in Masonic annals in connection with
lodge matters, at the same time the revolutionary fervor was sweeping the town.

Yates’s Masonic involvement went beyond titles: he exemplified the Masonic ideals of
brotherhood, charity, and civic virtue. The Fredericksburg Lodge met in various taverns in
the colonial period, and Yates would have regularly convened with fellow brethren,
merchants, professionals, and planters, discussing both fraternal and community matters.
Freemasonry in that era often overlapped with patriot leadership; indeed many Committee
of Correspondence members and Revolutionary officers (including Fielding Lewis and
George Weedon) were Masons who sat in lodge with our Brother Yates.
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Buried with Masonic rites, Yates rests among fellow Revolutionary-
era luminaries in America’s oldest Masonic cemetery.

Death, Burial, and Immediate Legacy

His passing was noted with sorrow in the community. He was laid to rest with Masonic
honors in the Fredericksburg Masonic Cemetery. According to later accounts, his funeral
was attended by Brethren of Lodge No. 4, and he was interred in the section of the cemetery
reserved for early members. In that serene corner of the graveyard, a modest flat ledger
stone was placed to mark his grave. The inscription on his tomb (now preserved on a
modern granite tablet) reads: “In Memory of Charles Yates, Esq., son of Reverend Francis
Yates and Anne Offeur; born Whitehaven, England April 20, 1727; died Fredericksburg,
Virginia January 11, 1809.”. These words, carved in stone, emphasize the transatlantic arc of
his life - from Whitehaven to Fredericksburg - and proudly note his parentage, reflecting the
importance of his English roots and clerical lineage even in his adopted homeland.
Contemporary reports add that his epitaph originally included the phrase “after a long and
painful illness which he bore with [patience and] fortitude,” testifying to the courage and
resignation with which he met his final affliction.




In the Episcopal Church he loved, Yates was memorialized by the continuation of the
charity school he helped found; that institution lasted into the 19th century, evolving into
new forms of outreach. And in the collective memory of Fredericksburg, Charles Yates
became emblematic of the devoted Revolutionary-era patriot of the town: not as famous as
some, but critical to the fabric of the community. A 1918 historical sketch of Fredericksburg
lauded “the prominent part which the people of Fredericksburg took in 1774,” noting Yates
among the committee men who sparked the flame of liberty. Modern historians too have
studied Yates as a case example of a colonial merchant adapting to a new republic, one
academic article chronicles “Charles Yates, the grain trade, and economic development in
Fredericksburg, 1750-1810,” demonstrating how his life reflected broader economic trends.

Thus, through historical scholarship, his contributions in commerce and civic affairs are
recognized as part of Fredericksburg’s and Virginia’s story. Charles Yates’s immediate
legacy was one of philanthropy, patriotism, and community building. He left his Virginia
estate to family, notably a substantial part to his nephew John Yates (son of his brother John
Orfeur) and remembered other relatives and friends in his will. Having never had children
of his own, he treated the town of Fredericksburg as a kind of extended family, devoting
energies to its welfare. Within a month of his death, the Fredericksburg newspaper Virginia
Herald (February 1809) praised the late Mr. Yates for his “upright character and usefulness,”
according to later summaries.

His name lives on in various contexts: the house at 401 Hanover Street (the Carmichael
House) is still pointed out as “built by Charles Yates” in 1760 “The Chimneys” on Caroline
Street bears a historical marker recounting Yates as its builder and first occupant and the
Masonic Cemetery where he rests has become a historic site visited by heritage tourists.
There, along with Bro. Yates, are interred many of his peers: George Weedon, brigadier
general of the Continental Army; field officers, statesmen, jurists, and merchants, forming a
true pantheon of Fredericksburg’s late eighteenth century civic and revolutionary elite. Bro.
Yates rests among men and women who shaped the town’s political, military, and
commercial life, including Fielding Lewis, patriot leader and arms manufacturer, Benjamin
Day, who served as a major, James Mercer, influential jurist and statesman and Christiana
Campbell, famed tavern keeper and businesswoman. Their presence underscores Yates’s
place within an honored company of contemporaries whose leadership and enterprise
defined Revolutionary-era Fredericksburg.

Despite occasional claims to the contrary, Hugh Mercer is not buried in the Masonic
Cemetery at Fredericksburg. He is often mistakenly conflated with his brother, James
Mercer, who is interred there. Hugh Mercer’s remains rest at Laurel Hill Cemetery in
Philadelphia following reinterment in 1840.




On Brother Yates; A reflection by Wor. Mike

In Charles Yates we see a reminder that Masonry was never meant to be loud or self-
congratulatory. It was meant to be steady. He labored in his Lodge, his church, and his
community not for recognition, but because those institutions mattered.

In moments of uncertainty, he chose responsibility over comfort and preparation over noise.
His life reminds us that the work of good men, done consistently and without spectacle, is
what ultimately shapes both Masonry and the world around it.

Brother Charles Yates reminds us that the strength of Masonry and the health of society

depend not on extraordinary men doing extraordinary things, but on good men doing
necessary things, faithfully, over a lifetime. That lesson, perhaps more than any title or

This concludes the 13th installment of our Guardians of Memory series. We hope you have

committee, is his true legacy.

found this journey through history both enriching and inspiring. In the enduring pursuit of
further light, we warmly encourage all who are so inclined to explore history’s timeless
lessons and its profound influence on our shared legacy.

Sincerely,
Mike Dove, PM

Sources:

William and Mary Quarterly, Vol. 27 (1918)

Virginia Magazine of History and Biography

Central Rappahannock Regional Library, local histories

Goolrick, History of Fredericksburg

Find A Grave Memorial: Charles Yates

The Virginia Gazette (Dixon and Hunter), May 1775 committee reports

Peter Force, American Archives, Fourth Series

William H. Siener, “Charles Yates, the Grain Trade, and Economic Development in
Fredericksburg,” Virginia Magazine of History and Biography

William and Mary Quarterly, October 1918, Fredericksburg revolutionary committees
St. George’s Parish vestry records, Fredericksburg

Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 records and Masonic Cemetery documentation
Central Rappahannock Regional Library local history collections

USGenWeb Fredericksburg historical and cemetery transcriptions




Traveling Man:
Visit to Leeward Lodge F&AM,
Grand Lodge of Hawaii

by George Dunlap, Junior Deacon

While I am still a few months short of my two-year anniversary of being raised to the
degree of Master Mason, one of the most amazing benefits of being a Brother of that degree
is the ability to travel Masonically. Originally an unenumerated, inherent ancient landmark
—codified by Mackey in 1858 as the 14th Landmark, “The right of every Mason to visit and
sit in every regular lodge”—I believe this right was one of the characteristics that allowed
Masonry to survive the fall of the Roman Empire (AD 476), endure underground until the
Gothic period (12th-16th centuries) as operative Masonry, and then emerge as speculative
Masonry with the founding of the Grand Lodge of England in 1717. The ability to move
freely in mind, body, and spirit is fundamental to our labors.

I am reminded of a quote attributed to the sociologist Seymour Martin Lipset, who
allegedly began his doctoral-level sociology class by saying, “A person who knows only one
country knows no countries,” because it is only by looking across different societies that one
can understand what is typical—or unique—about one’s own.

I do not say this to cast disparity upon the Brother who does not have the length in his cable
tow to travel, but rather to share my perspective. It is important to remember that the
traveler must have a place to travel to, and that as long as we recognize the value of travel
to the advancement of the Craft, it is irrelevant whether you are the one walking through
the door or the one who opened it and invited him in.

A
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In December 2025, I had the privilege of visiting our Brethren at Leeward Lodge F&AM.
Leeward is a nautical term meaning downwind, or away from the wind. Leeward Lodge
(chartered in 2003) shares a building in Wahiawa, Hawaii, with Schofield Lodge (1989).
Notably, Hawaiian lodges are not numbered. The Grand Lodge of Hawaii is also the
youngest Grand Lodge among the 50 states, having remained under the Grand Lodge of
California until 1989, despite Hawaii achieving statehood in 1959. While it is one of the
smaller Grand Lodges, do not let that fool you—this was a lively and vibrant Masonic
community. It was election night, yet there were over 50 people present, including two to
three Past Grand Masters, the sitting Grand Senior Warden, and, to my knowledge, a
representative from every lodge on Oahu.




The floor work for sending the word to the East was very different, and I am curious to see

whether it is derivative of California Masonry, though I have not yet had the opportunity to

visit there. Hawaii also elects only its top five officers; the Senior and Junior Deacons are
appointed. Every lodge I have visited has welcomed me with open arms, but I must give
special recognition to Leeward Lodge—they made me feel as though I had been raised there.

I cannot recommend visiting a lodge
in Hawaii highly enough. They truly
made it feel like “my home on the
island,” in the words of the
Worshipful Master, and during my
remaining five days on Oahu I ran
into at least one Brother from this
lodge each day. One final note: the
Shriners Hospital on Oahu currently
has twelve children and can always
use some extra love. Worth noting as
well, the Shriners also own a beach
house property—search for the
Shriners Beach Club.

George Dunlap
Junior Deacon

Leeward meets on the second Friday of the
month, and it so happened that the
following Saturday was their Christmas
party. I was invited and decided it was
another opportunity to spread the cement of
brotherly love. It was an absolutely fantastic
time. I enjoyed authentic Polynesian cuisine
—TFilipino, in this case—played fun games,
and enjoyed fermented beverages.




Fredericksburg No. 29 Order of the Eastern Star (OES)

by Sister Carrie Morton Combs, Associate Conductress

As we reflect on the past year, our Order of the Eastern Star Chapter is grateful for the many
opportunities to live out our principal obligations through charity, truth, and loving
kindness. Guided by our Worthy Matron, Melissa Allen’s special project we supported Area
11 Special Olympics, our chapter remained active in fundraising and service, including
serving ice cream at the Fredericksburg Nationals baseball games, and participating in the
Pohanka Christmas Tree Auction/Gala, hosting bake sales and craft fairs. These efforts,
along with our participation in Appendant Body Night, and support of several lodges
throughout Virginia District 8, allowed us to strengthen Masonic fellowship while serving
worthy causes.

Our chapter proudly supported Masonic youth organizations, adopted two UMW Masonic
family students, and partnered with Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 on multiple community
meal initiatives. We conducted food pantry collections, donated Narcan for Lodge No. 4
tirst aid kit, and provided a large industrial microwave for Lodge No. 4 kitchen use.
Outreach efforts also included collecting toys for children attending community meals,
toiletries for local women’s shelters, hygiene products for young girls, participated in the
Night of 1000 Pies for domestic violence awareness/prevention, attended the National
Defense Luncheon, honored our OES Founder Dr. Robert Morris, and collection of books,
puzzles, calendars, magazines, blank cards, and snacks for veterans at a VA facility.
Additional patriotic and humanitarian efforts included writing cards for Honor Flight
veterans, participating in Saluting Branches at Quantico National Cemetery, Masonic
cemetery wreath laying on Memorial Day, and supporting Americanism and patriotism
activities throughout our community.




Beyond local service, our chapter contributed to the General Grand Chapter special project
supporting our Worthy Grand Matron/Worthy Grand Patron with the Alzheimer’s
Foundation, and Cancer initiatives. All while supporting the three standing charities dear to
OES ESTARL (scholarships for religious education), Service dogs, and Regenerative
Medicine at Wake Forest University. We were also recognized and honored to have a Grand
Representative in Virginia to Sao Paulo, Brazil (Melissa Sullivan). We celebrated a
Homecoming Dinner for the Pelter /Peacock Grand Officers, initiated six new Sisters and
Brothers into the Order, assisted in decorating the historic Masonic Lodge No. 4 for
Christmas, participated in the Robin L Clark Award, supported Fairfax Lodge No. 43 fire
damage fundraising efforts, assisted our Fredericksburg Commandry No. 1 Brothers
celebrating their 150th Anniversary with table centerpieces, participated in the OES District
47 Official visit, and supported Masonic family bonds near and far.

Through brotherly and sisterly love, grounded in high principles exemplified in our daily
lives, we remain near and dear to one another. It is through our fraternal service to
humanity that we continue to build a better life for all. Our Order of the Eastern Star
Chapter looks forward to continued service, partnership, and support alongside our
Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 Brothers in the 2026 year ahead.

Please come join our OES chapter so we can continue this initiative of strengthened fraternal
bonds and reaffirm our commitment to sharing the values and teachings of Eastern Star
within the greater Masonic community.

Sister Carrie Morton Combs
Fredericksburg No. 29 OES
Associate Conductress




A Renewal of Stewardship
by Seth Roderick, WM

The annual installation of officers within a Masonic Lodge is an act of trust renewed. It
marks the visible transfer of stewardship, passed from Brother to Brother in faithful
succession. Each generation receives the same charge: to preserve what has been entrusted
to it and to labor diligently for those who shall come after.

Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 stands among the oldest and most storied Lodges in the
Western Hemisphere. Its history is inseparable from that of our Commonwealth, our
community, and our Nation. Within its walls men have gathered who helped to give shape
to each, and whose examples continue to instruct our conduct and inform our conscience.

Among them were George Washington, Fielding Lewis, Hugh Mercer, George Weedon,
Sylvanus Quinn, Edward Cann, Frank Jones, and many others. These men learned here that
service to others stands as the highest ambition. They understood nobility in stewardship
and accepted responsibility as a burden properly borne by those willing to shoulder it.

The work of a Lodge is sustained through the collective efforts of the whole by the unique
contributions of each member. It rests upon the devotion of its members, the patience of
their families, and the quiet encouragement of friends who understand that time given in
the Lodge is time given in service to the wider good. For this support, gratitude is owed and
freely acknowledged.

The guiding theme of the Lodge’s labors in the coming year is expressed in three words:
Magnanimity, Fidelity, and Honor. These words are drawn from the epitaph of a Brother
laid to rest in our own cemetery. They stand as a charge to the living and as a testament to a

life shaped by service, charity, and civic virtue.




Magnanimity calls the Lodge to greatness of spirit. It encourages generosity in judgment,
patience in disagreement, and charity in all dealings. Brotherhood takes root where
magnanimity governs the heart, and strength reveals itself through understanding,
forbearance, and the willingness to uplift others.

Fidelity is the constant labor of the Craft. It is the steady discipline of doing what is right
and the patient work of shaping the imperfect stone into something worthy of the Builder’s
plan. Fidelity governs the lessons taught within these walls, directing speech toward truth,
action toward justice, and judgment toward benevolence.

Honor binds all else together. It is the steady awareness of duty to God, to country, to
neighbor, and to self. Honor answers to conscience rather than applause and insists upon
integrity regardless of circumstance. Upon this foundation rests the reputation of the Lodge
and the character of every Mason who labors within it.

The work of Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 extends beyond its historic walls, tested as they
have been by war and by time. The Lodge will remain a pillar within this community,
offering stability, benevolence, and good faith. In an age often marked by division, it
continues to demonstrate that unity and virtue may flourish together, and that faith and
reason may labor side by side.

Though ancient in form, Freemasonry remains enduring in purpose. Its teachings of truth,
charity, and moral improvement speak as clearly today as they did to those who first
gathered here. These principles guide the building of a better world through just decisions,
honesty, and quiet acts of kindness.

Our strength lies in faithful membership. Each Brother bears a portion of the work and
contributes to the harmony of the whole. When magnanimity governs our hearts, fidelity
our voices, and honor our conduct, our labors remain purposeful and our stewardship well
discharged.

May all that is undertaken here be guided by these principles, and may the Great Architect
bless this Lodge and the beloved community it serves.

Seth Roderick, WM




Learning Written In Stone

A Fall Field Study
at the Masonic Cemetery

by Mike Dove, PM

This fall, our historic Masonic Cemetery in downtown Fredericksburg welcomed Senior
Lecturer Sarah A. Morealli and her EESC 111 students from the University of Mary
Washington for a visit that thoughtfully united science, history, and preservation. What
began as a geology field exercise became a meaningful encounter with Fredericksburg’s
material past, written quite literally in stone.

The purpose of the visit was to examine how gravestones weather under Fredericksburg’s
climate. The Masonic Cemetery is uniquely suited to this work. Within a compact footprint,
students can study a broad range of stone types including granite, marble, shale, and
sandstone, as well as the surrounding stone wall constructed of conglomerate, a
sedimentary rock composed of rounded stones bound together by natural cement. This
diversity allowed students to compare weathering processes side by side in real time.

As the class moved through the cemetery,
clear patterns emerged. Students observed
that red shale and marble markers show
accelerated deterioration in Virginia’s
humid and variable climate, with softened
surfaces and fading inscriptions, while
granite generally resists weathering far
more effectively. These firsthand
observations reinforced classroom lessons
about mineral composition, porosity, and
environmental exposure, lessons that
become far more vivid when encountered
outdoors among historic markers.




Beyond the science, the experience offered an important
historical dimension. Students paused to read names,
dates, and symbols, gaining a deeper appreciation for the
individuals interred there and for Fredericksburg’s
layered past. Many remarked on how the cemetery
functioned simultaneously as a geological laboratory and
a cultural landscape, an archive of both stone and story
that preserves the memory of those who have departed.

The visit also sparked curiosity beyond the assignment
itself. One student shared a photograph of a lovely
Eastern Star plate, purchased from a local antique shop.
The plate bore the emblem of the Order of the Eastern
Star, and I was able to provide background via mail on its

symbolism, history, and connection to the broader
Masonic family. What began as a simple question became
a small but meaningful lesson in fraternal heritage and
material culture.

We are grateful to the UMW and Senior
Lecturer Sarah A. Morealli and her students
for approaching the cemetery with respect,
enthusiasm, and scholarly care. Their fall
visit stands as an excellent example of how
academic study and historic stewardship can
work hand in hand. We also look forward to
future collaborations, including spring visits
with Dr. Hayob-Matzke’s class, as we
continue to share this important site as a
living classroom. In welcoming students into
the cemetery, we are reminded that it is not
only a resting place for the departed, but a
place of learning for the living, where
geology teaches patience, history invites
reflection, and preservation becomes a shared

responsibility.

Mike Dove, PM




A Letter to the Lodge

from Sister Carrie Morton Combs, Associate Conductress
Fredericksburg No. 29 Order of the Eastern Star (OES)

January 1, 2026
Dear Worshipful Seth Roderick, and Brothers of Masonic Lodge No. 4

It is with great pleasure that I write this after-action report for the last Homeless
Community Meal that was held on Tuesday December 30, 2025.

This community service event was a collaborative effort between Fredericksburg Masonic
Lodge No. 4, Fredericksburg No. 29 OES, and many other civic organizations who
supported our unhoused neighbors. Our shared mission was to provide nourishment,
fellowship, and compassion to members of our homeless and vulnerable community,
guided by the principles of charity, truth, brotherly love, and loving-kindness.

A complete home-cooked meal was prepared and served that included: oven roasted turkey,
creamy mashed potatoes with gravy, savory herbed dressing, macaroni and cheese, candied
cinnamon yams with marshmallow topping, seasoned green beans, golden sweet corn,
green garden salad, soft rolls, fresh fruit, pumpkin pies, and variety of cookies. The meal
was well received and deeply appreciated by those in attendance.

We were able to feed 100 individuals with demographics of men, women, families, military
veterans, elderly individuals, children, and 2 with disabilities needing assistance.

Donated clothing was distributed during the event and was well received and deeply
appreciated by those in attendance. The children at the event received an age-appropriate
small toy from our recent/on-going toy campaign, which was warmly received and brought
visible joy.

Each volunteer group worked together seamlessly throughout the evening. Every volunteer
expressed that the experience was rewarding, with a spirit of unity and teamwork
exemplified by our shared values and mission. All volunteers indicated a strong desire to
serve again in future outreach efforts.

Many community members personally thanked the volunteers before departing. One
particularly meaningful moment occurred when a young gentleman approached me to
share that the prayer offered before the meal service touched him personally, and he wanted
us to know the impact it had on him.




Our key takeaways are that joint Masonic and Eastern Star service efforts greatly enhance
community impact. The fellowship, respect, and kindness are as meaningful as the meal
itself. By offering our service with sincerity and humility, it resonates deeply with those we
serve. By combining food, clothing, fellowship, and compassion it meets both the physical
and emotional needs that our unhoused neighbors need.

This event stands as a testament to what can be accomplished when the Masonic Lodge and
the Order of the Eastern Star unite in service. The evening was a meaningful success,
strengthening community bonds and reinforcing a shared commitment to serve those in
need.

In closing, I am truly grateful that my Masonic Brothers have welcomed the OES to assist in
their service project so openly. If Fredericksburg No. 29 OES can be of further assistance,
please reach out to us.

As always, STAR love--
Sister Carrie Morton Combs
Fredericksburg No. 29 OES
Associate Conductress

This is the list of organizations that assisted
with the Homeless Community Meal
on 12/30/2025:

Fredericksburg Masonic Lodge No. 4

Fredericksburg No. 29 Order of the Eastern Star (OES)
Washington-Lewis NSDAR

Surgeon Lawrence Brooke Society Children of the American Revolution (CAR)
Falls of the Rappahannock NSDAR

Disabled American Veterans Chapter #7 Fredericksburg (DAV)
Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary Unit #7 Fredericksburg (DAVA)
Germanna Community College ADN Nursing Students

Insight Psychological Services- Spotsylvania Office

Spotswood Baptist Church Ad Astra Home School Co-op

LCpl Caleb Powers Young Marines

Girl Scout Troop #5408

Sophie Blue Grey Service Dogs

Friends and Neighbors of Carrie M Combs

VFW Auxiliary #3103
IORG Assembly #12 Fredericksburg
JDI Bethel #16
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Job’s Daughters
International
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RELIGIOUS FREEDOM DAY
CELEBRATION

Sunday January 11, 2026

Religious Freedom Monument of Fredericksburg

Please Join the Grand Commandery as we march in faith to
recognize this important celebration.

Schedule of Events

12:45 Assemble at Fredericksburg Train Station

1:15 Dignitaries gather at Saint John Bosco Center, Catholic Campus Ministry, University of
Mary Washington

1;30 Parade Begins

1:40 Dignitaries depart for Religious Freedom Monument

1:50 Dignitaries arrive at the Religious Freedom Monument on Washington Avenue

1:55 Parade arrives at Religious Freedom Monument

2:00 Ceremony Begins

3:00 Catholic Campus Ministry, University of Mary Washington Reception for Knights of
Columbus and Invited Guests at Saint John Bosco, Center

4:00 Conclusion

VISIT WWW.VATEMPLARS.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION



https://vatemplars.org/

The Coldest Night of the Year is upon

us, and for the fourth year in a row, ld
Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 is co eSt
walking to support those in need.

Every dollar we raise helps bring
light, shelter, and hope to those
facing the cold tonight. No amount is
too small, and every gift reflects the
principles we stand upon, Charity,
Brotherly Love, and Relief.

Let's walk with purpose. Let’s give

SCAN ME

WALK WITH US!
= Saturday
26 February 2026

@ Riverfront Park
L4l 701Sophia St.




DEMOLAY

Kilwinning Crosse DeMolay Chapter

Bowling Green, Va.

Contact James Stine
KilwinningCrosseDeMolay@gmail.com

Join Today

What is DeMolay What we do
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https://beademolay.org/
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Dark Smt and Tie Drive

Empower ng leaders with the ability to dress for

Pleas v and tie

Kilwinningcrossedemolay@gmail.com




Support the Preservation of Our
Historic 1816 Lodge Building

Just one gift can contribute toward another 200
years of Freemasonry in Fredericksburg, and
earn you a brick on the Baker Room wall!

Visit BricksRUs.com /DonorSite /FXBG4 to donate.

Visit Our Online Store

New to the shop: Commemorate 250 years of
American independence with this beautifully
crafted America 250 Masonic Lapel Pin—a
meaningful symbol of patriotism, brotherhood,
and the enduring principles shared by
Freemasonry and the founding of our nation.

Visit the Lodge 4 Store to order now!

Advertise With Lodge No. 4

Reach hundreds of our Trestle Board readers! We
accept appropriate advertisements, payable in
advance. We reserve the right to refuse any ads that
do not meet our standards. Please contact us at
Secretary@MasonicLodge4.org for details.

 Quarter-page ads $150 (12 months)

« Half-page ads $250 (12 months)

« Full-page ads $400 (12 months)



https://www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/fxbg4
https://www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/fxbg4
mailto:Secretary@MasonicLodge4.org
https://0r54vb-3m.myshopify.com/products/america-250-masonic-lapel-pin

2026 Lodge Officers

Worshipful Master Seth Roderick sethroderick@protonmail.com (703) 935-9781
Senior Warden John Lapke lapke.j@gmail.com (804) 441-5724
Junior Warden Michael Dove, PM michaeldove79@gmail.com (540) 388-1001
Treasurer James Snyder, PM treasurer@masoniclodge4.org (540) 903-2937
Secretary Christopher Tripp, PM secretary@masoniclodge4.org (540) 424-5767
Senior Deacon Joshua Miller joshua.miller21@gmail.com

Junior Deacon George Dunlap brogeorgelodge4@gmail.com

Chaplain Justin Garrett jaygarrett0214@gmail.com

Marshal Kenneth Carey buddy79@comcast.net

Tiler Shelby Chandler schandler@warbard.com

Senior Steward Michael Scullin mscullin@gmail.com

Junior Steward Brian Hesler bhesler@gmail.com

Assistant Treasurer Thomas Baker baker8359@gmail.com

Assistant Secretary Ethan Burgess secretary@masoniclodge4.org

Lodge Program Officers

Lodge Blood Coordinator Jeff Adams

Lodge Instructor of Work Christopher Tripp, PM
Lodge Education Officer Bob Melvin

Masonic Home Ambassador  Joseph Ik

Lodge Catechism Chair Justin Garrett

Committee Chairs

Funeral Committee Justin Garrett
Webmaster & Social Media Ethan Burgess
Buildings & Grounds Rand Sompayrac
Finance Robert Brammer, PDDGM
Sick & Widows Patrick McConnell, PM
Archives Mike Dove, PM

Trustees

R.W. Dennis Berry, PDDGM - 2026
Wor. Chris Decker, PM - 2027
Wor. Dan Goodwin, PM - 2028
Wor. Chris Tripp, PM - 2029
Wor. Pat McConnell, PM - 2030




Living Past Masters

Wor. Carter. G. Wells

Wor. Rudolph E. Griffith
Wor. Henry W. Baker
Wor. Edward L. Donalson
R.W. Dennis W. Berry
Wor. Thomas C Shelton
Wor. William J. White
Wor. James R. Adams
Wor. Michael J. McCray
Wor. Steven M. Gallahan
Wor. Charles B. Pasto
Wor. J. Travis Walker
R.W. Daniel W. Thompson
R.W. W. Robert Brammer
Wor. Sheridan G. Harrod
Wor. Jene G. Parrotte
R.W. Steven W. Sanford
Wor. Richard D. Dey

1963
1974
1975
1983
1986
1988
1989
1992
1995
1996
1998
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006

Wor. Anthony L Rudder
R.W. Jeffrey D. St. Onge
Wor. Shelton S. Mackey
R.W. Shelby L. Chandler
Wor. Christopher J. Decker
Wor. Christopher R. Wilson
Wor. Jeffrey L. Mitchell
Wor. Jeffrey P. VanCuren
Wor. James L. Ragsdale
Wor. Michael T. Moses
Wor. Daniel T. Goodwin
Wor. James M. Snyder
Wor. Stanley R. Kennedy
Wor. Christopher S. Tripp
Wor. Joseph K. Gilkerson
Wor. Patrick F. McConnell
Wor. Michael J. Dove

2007
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2023
2024
2025




