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*The Stated Communication this month will serve as RW Bill Delaney’s DDGM Official Visit to our Lodge.
Dinner is the annual chili cook-off. Please bring a $20 dinner donation or your best chili recipe to compete for a special prize!
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The opening month of the year has set a steady course for Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4,
marked by strong attendance and the noticeable harmony of the Brethren.

At the January Stated Communication, the Brethren were introduced to the Master’s Wages
Program, presented by our Senior Warden. This initiative is intended to acknowledge and
encourage faithful attendance at both Stated and Called Communications, affirming the
long-held truth that the strength of a Lodge is measured not merely by its rolls, but by the
presence and participation of its members. If you have not received your pouch and first
blue coin yet, please see Brother Senior Warden John Lapke at the conclusion of the next
Communication you attend. Remember 3-5-7.

On Thursday, January 8th, many Brethren traveled to Aquia Church in Stafford to attend the
Grand Master’s Official Visit to District 8. Despite the debilitating traffic encountered in all
directions that night, the journey was well repaid. A fine meal was enjoyed, thoughtful and
enlightening remarks were delivered, and fellowship was shared in good measure. During
the evening, our own Right Worshipful Brother Dennis Berry presented a gift to the Grand
Master of Masons in Virginia: a handcrafted pen fashioned by his own hand from the black
walnut tree that stood for generations in our Masonic Cemetery. Brethren and Friends
interested in purchasing one of these superbly crafted heirloom pens may see our Treasurer,
Worshipful Brother Jamie Snyder, or visit the Lodge web store. 
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Master’s Message
State of the Lodge

January 2026
Seth Roderick, WM

https://0r54vb-3m.myshopify.com/


Most Worshipful Todd Szramoski returned to District 8 on Saturday, January 10th, to
preside at a wreath-laying ceremony at the tomb of Brother General George Weedon, held in
our cemetery as part of the Grand Master’s America250 program. Notwithstanding the
heavy and persistent rain, nearly sixty attendees gathered from across the Commonwealth,
joined by representatives of several local organizations, to honor Brother Weedon’s service
to our Independence and to Fredericksburg. The weather did nothing to diminish the
solemnity of the occasion. Inspiring remarks were offered by the Grand Master and others,
including our own Brother Charles McDaniel, a descendant of the Weedon family. Other
organizations represented were: Sons of the American Revolution, to include the 2  Vice
President for Virginia SAR, travelling all the way from Loudoun County, the Virginia SAR
Color Guard, Daughters of the American Revolution, Children of the American Revolution,
the President and staff of the George Washington Foundation, the Curator and Archivist for
the Fredericksburg Area Museum, representatives from the Washington Heritage Museums,
members of the Order of the Eastern Star Chapter 29, Jobs Daughters, National Sojourners-
Heroes of ’76, Brethren from area Lodges and many others. 

nd

Following the ceremony, participants retired from the rain to a warm and generous
reception in the Baker Room. There, fellowship continued over Brother George
Washington’s favored Fish House Punch, prepared by Brother Ethan Burgess, along with an
excellent assortment of food and a celebratory cake, provided through the efforts of our
Stewards and the Order of the Eastern Star (yours truly didn’t miss the ham biscuits this
time). The day concluded with the Brethren’s attendance as honored guests at the Job’s
Daughters Bethel No. 16 Installation of Officers for the ensuing year, further strengthening
the bonds among our extended Masonic family. 
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On Sunday January 11 , the Lodge was represented by the Worshipful Master and
numerous members of Fredericksburg Commandery No. 1, and Right Eminent Grand
Commander William Searcy of the Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of Virginia, at
the annual Religious Freedom Monument Commemoration, followed by a welcoming and
pleasant reception at the UMW St. John Bosco Catholic Campus Ministries Center, hosted
by the Knights of Columbus. An excellent speech was given at the event by Father Rich
Miserendino, chaplain of UMW Catholic Ministries, reminding us all of the importance of
Faith, Reason and Free Will as bedrock principles in the founding of our Commonwealth
and our nation, and our mutual obligation for civil discourse. 

th

The month also marked important milestones within the Lodge itself. On January 21st, a
Brother was Initiated into our ancient Craft in the old Lodge room and on the evening of
January 22nd, a Fraternal Visit was made at Stafford Lodge No. 279 for their District Deputy
Grand Master’s Official Visit. A bountiful meal and warm fellowship preceded their January
Stated Communication, and we extend hearty good wishes to the Worshipful Master and
Brethren of Stafford Lodge for their gracious hospitality. 

Around the Lodge building, Bros. Sompayrac and Moncure saw our annual Fire Marshal’s
inspection to renewal with corrective issues they undertook, such as the cleaning and
replacement of filters in the oven hood and updating extinguishers. The front porch
restoration project is moving along with two estimates now received and a third soon to be
delivered before final assessment is made. You will also notice changes in artwork around
the rooms, more specifically, some pieces which had been stored away in the library being
brought upstairs and finding homes again on our walls, as well as generous donations of
portraits made possible by the James Monroe Memorial Foundation and Right Worshipful
Brother Bill Thomas of Richmond. The Ralph Hicks Library is busy with much attention as
the Archives Committee is busy sorting and cataloging, with professional acumen, the many
historic treasurers held there. 

Taken together, these events reflect a Lodge in good order: present, active, and engaged
both within its walls and, most importantly, beyond them. If January is any measure of the
year to come, Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 stands firm upon its foundation. Thank you, my
Brothers, for your example. 

Sincerely and Fraternally, 

Seth Roderick, WM
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Secretary’s Corner

Brethren, I want to thank those who’ve been hard at work submitting articles for each
month’s Trestle Board. Friends and family are also welcome to subscribe to the Trestle Board
and other announcements from the lodge. Anyone may subscribe to our newsletters here.

Our social media is another great place to stay updated on the latest Lodge news. If you
haven’t yet, be sure to follow our official Facebook and Instagram pages. We also have the
Lodge 4-Cast podcast hosted by Bro. Justin Garrett, which you can listen to at home or on-
the-go with Apple, Spotify, YouTube, or Buzzsprout. Many interesting topics and stories
from our brethren are covered therein, and I hope you will enjoy them.

Ethan Burgess
Assistant Secretary

Brethren, just a reminder to pay your dues if you haven't already done so, either through
the Lodge webstore, Grand View, or you can always mail or bring us a check at P.O. Box
702, Fredericksburg, VA 22404-0702. It's best if you don't mail checks to the physical address,
803 Princess Anne Street, as this may sit unsecured in the mailbox for several days.

Dues notices went out by email from Grand View in December. If you can't find your
invoice, contact me at secretary@masoniclodge4.org or secretarylodge4va@gmail.com and I
can send you a new invoice. We'll be sending out periodic reminders throughout the year. I
know it can be a nuisance, but your Lodge depends upon you for its continued smooth and
successful operation, and we appreciate your prompt attention to this. Please remember to
check your trash folder periodically and make sure we have your correct address, phone
number, and email (we should have the latter if you're reading this). You can update your
own information in Grand View or request me to do it. Wishing everyone to stay warm and
safe during the harsh winter conditions we're now facing.

Christopher Tripp, PM
Secretary

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/lhK3STd/subscribe
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61576507235805&mibextid=wwXIfr&mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.instagram.com/fredericksburglodge4/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/lodge-4-cast/id1853285614
https://open.spotify.com/show/35SE7ORyJUGV3AnkTpRJly?si=57c78ed868a844af
https://www.youtube.com/@FredericksburgLodgeNo4
https://lodge4cast.buzzsprout.com/
https://0r54vb-3m.myshopify.com/products/2026-dues
https://grandlodgeofvirginia.org/memberportal/
mailto:secretary@masoniclodge4.org
mailto:secretarylodge4va@gmail.com


Are you a Master Mason? Do you regularly attend lodge or want a reason to attend
more often? Then this program is specifically for you!

By the order of the Worshipful Master and desire of the brethren, Lodge 4 has a new
program to “pay” Master Masons! The Masters Wages Program is a new initiative to
showcase active participation by “paying” non-officers of the lodge who attend
lodge events with the incentive of a reward and recognition. The rules are very
simple:

Be a Master Mason at Lodge 4 in good standing
Attend Stated Communication and/or

       Called Communication
Get “paid”

Payment is given to brethren who attend Stated or Called Communication in the
form of a token--per event. Once you receive 3 tokens, you trade them in for a Bronze
Coin. Then, collect 5 more tokens and trade them in for a Silver Coin. Finally, collect
7 more tokens and receive a Gold Coin. Once you have all three Coins you will
receive a wearable item that is not available for purchase online anywhere. This, in
addition to special recognition, is something you can wear with pride to let everyone
know that you stand out in Lodge 4 as an active Mason. 15 events is all it takes to
stand out and be promoted!

Any questions or concerns should come directly to the Senior Warden:

John Lapke
lapke.j@gmail.com
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Master’s Wages Program
by John Lapke, Senior Warden

mailto:lapke.j@gmail.com


Charity and Community Support

In 2025, the Lodge reaffirmed its commitment to charity and service by supporting
our community in a wide variety of meaningful ways. At each stated
communication, we take up a Charity Basket. Through the generosity of the
brethren, these contributions allowed us to provide support to the following
organizations last year:

Mental Health America of Fredericksburg
The McShin Foundation
Kena Shriners
Fredericksburg Fallen Heroes
Wounded Warrior Project
Fairfax Lodge No. 43, to assist in rebuilding following a fire at their lodge
Spreading Smiles
Fraternal Order of Police #16 Kids for Cops

Supporting Our Youth

The Lodge continues to place a strong emphasis on supporting Masonic youth
organizations, both through direct financial contributions and by supporting their
annual pageants and enclaves. This year, we provided assistance to:

Job's Daughters
International Order of the Rainbow for Girls
DeMolay

Continuing this focus on youth engagement, the Lodge proudly sponsored three
Spotsylvania County Little League teams. This effort helps introduce Masonry to
younger families in our community and provides an opportunity to share
information about our Masonic youth organizations.

The Charitable Spirit
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by Jamie Snyder, PM



Masonic Home Support

As is our custom, the Lodge once again participated in the Masonic Home Match
program. Donations from the brethren totaled $400, which the Lodge increased with
a $500 match, resulting in a $900 contribution in support of the Masonic Home.

Serving Those in Need: Micah Ministries

The Lodge also remains deeply committed to serving those experiencing
homelessness through our ongoing partnership with Micah Ministries. The Lodge
opens its doors on the second and fifth Tuesdays of each month to provide evening
meals.

On the second Tuesday, we partner with Oak Grove Baptist Church, which
provides the meal while the Lodge provides the space.
On the fifth Tuesday, we partner with Order of the Eastern Star, and members
prepare and serve the meals themselves.

Micah Ministries is also leading the Jeremiah Project, an initiative to create a service-
based community that will provide housing and mental health services for
individuals living on the street. In support of this mission, the Lodge has
participated in the Coldest Night of the Year walk for the past three years, raising
over $10,000. We are proud to once again support this effort and will be participating
in the February 2026 walk. 

Charity to Our Widows

A particularly important part of the Lodge’s charitable work is our continued care
for the widows of our Brothers. In keeping with our Masonic obligation, the Lodge
makes a special effort to remember them throughout the year. At Christmastime,
poinsettias are delivered as a small token of remembrance and gratitude, and in the
spring, around Easter, lilies are provided as a symbol of renewal and continued
support. These gestures serve as a reminder that the bonds of our Fraternity endure
beyond the lifetime of our Brothers, and that their widows are never forgotten.
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Thank You

Through these charitable efforts, Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 continues to place
Masonic principles into active practice. Whether caring for the widows of our
Brothers, supporting those in need, encouraging our youth, or strengthening the
wider community, the brethren remain committed to service that extends well
beyond the walls of the Lodge. Guided by the timeless principles of Brotherly Love,
Relief, and Truth, Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 will continue to grow these efforts and
strive to make a lasting and meaningful difference in the lives of those we are
honored to serve.

Jamie Snyder, PM
Treasurer
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One of the best conversation pieces of the lodge are the two stones which sit at the foot of
the oriental throne. One is rough, the other is smooth. Masonic Tradition informs us that
these stones are meant to represent our rude and imperfect state by nature, as well as that
state of perfection which we hope to attain by a virtuous education, our own endeavors,
and the blessings of God. To many, they are cut-and-dry symbols of self-perfection, and
while we could end this article here, I’d like to dive a bit deeper.

Many of you know my mentee and candidate, Raul. One day, as an Entered Apprentice, we
spoke about how the first stone of public buildings is usually placed in the Northeast
corner. Quite interesting, the idea that your future moral and Masonic edifice will be public,
open to all, and not simply a private endeavor. Isn’t that true, though? Enlightenment isn’t
simply for us, but those around us. What good is knowledge if we do not apply or teach it
to someone new? Forget not that every human being has a claim upon our kind offices. 

I also took the time to mention that at no point should anybody cross between the altar and
the East. Sure, the shortest distance between two points, that from rough to perfect ashlars,
is a straight line, but he who humbles himself shall be exalted, and he who exalts himself
shall be humbled. To this, I admonished him that there are no shortcuts, especially in this,
our royal art. We can walk with you, we can guide you, we can help you, we can advise
you, but we cannot take those steps for you. You earn those chips on your ashlar just like
everyone else does through experience and time. 

It reminds me of the two famous patron saints of Masonry: Saint John the Baptist and Saint
John the Evangelist. John the Baptist, being the patron saint of builders, and John the
Evangelist, of love and friendship. Builders of love and friendship, indeed, we are. John the
Baptist, being rough and wild, eating locusts and honey in the wilderness. John the
Evangelist, bearing affinity for education and philosophy.
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The Reflection Chamber:
The Ashlars

by Justin Garrett, Chaplain
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Many of you remember a time when my hair was short, cut high and tight, with a clean
shave, save for my mustache, which had yet to grow the tusks of my handlebars. Now,
every time I look in the mirror, a catch a glimpse of my late brother in it, who spent a large
portion of his life with long hair, experimenting with his fashion sense, and living very
differently from our strict and structured military brat upbringing. I began to think at some
point: What if BOTH ashlars are meant to be a representation of progress?

I’m reminded of a series of scientific experiments conducted in 1962, and again in 1988, by
a French scientist by the name of Michel Siffre, using both himself and a speleologist
named Veronique Le Guen as test subjects, in which they would spend about three months
in the pits of a dark cave alone, running tests, spending their days however they’d like
outside of that. It was essentially a test asking what effects that much isolation from the
sun and other people had on the human psyche and physiology. The key takeaways were
that spending so much time alone wasn’t good for us, and it profoundly impacted Le
Guen. The world continued to turn in her absence and she struggled to adapt back to the
regular doldrums for the rest of her life, despite the experiment being a little over 100 days
long. Another takeaway was that we are meant to be more than animals in a cage. We need
more than just some cardboard to chew on and a hamster wheel to do well for ourselves. 

We see the ashlars in the lodge. Perhaps we are meant to perfect our ashlar on one hand,
and return to a natural state in another. The world these days is so cramped, we live in
boxes everywhere we go. Our cars, our offices, our homes: boxes. While Moses led the
children of Israel through the desert, God commanded that any altar of stone built to him
should be unhewn because human hands would simply defile it, also implying that He
made them perfect as they were. Perhaps this is a reflection of the way Man was meant to
live: perfect as they are. The question of moral integrity, fidelity to God and our loved ones,
doing the right thing and being the good guy is without question something to chip at and
perfect. But perhaps returning to a natural state, of getting out of the boxes, of appreciating
the natural order, and viewing the world with delight in its raw, unfiltered majesty is a
luxury most do not afford themselves. I know I surely don’t when it’s cold out. 

I am reminded of the poet Khalil Gibran, and his book, The Prophet, which was gifted to
me by a dear friend whom I volunteered to help as her glaucoma left her blind. In it, a few
lines stuck with me all these years, from the poem On Clothes: “…Would that you could
meet the sun and the wind with more of your skin and less of your raiment, For the breath
of life is in the sunlight and the hand of life is in the wind. . . And forget not that the earth
delights to feel your bare feet and the winds long to play with your hair.” 
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My dear Friends and Brothers, we live in the greatest and most magnificent clock ever
created: The sun tells the hour; the moon, the day; and the stars, the month. Yes, that box in
our hand is so precise. It tells us so much about the time, what’s going on in the world,
questions, answers, so much of the mundane world. But by the time you’ve put that box
down after staring at it for hours, do you feel better? Do you feel enlivened, or drained?
One of the best things Masonry teaches me is to be present. To put the phone down, to enjoy
the silence without the blaring television in the background, to give all my attention to
someone speaking to me, to look outside my window, to enjoy the wilderness.

While we ought to endeavor to square our thoughts, words, and actions, I implore you to
consider what needs to be roughened up. What boxes are we being placed into? While a
cube is a basic form of geometry and is considered perfect, tracing a rough stone would
require far more intensive calculations. Here’s another fun etymology word for you all:
Decide, which comes from the Latin decidere, or de caedere – To cut from. To decide means
“to cut from.” So what decisions do we need to make in our own lives? What needs to be
cut away? What needs to be left untouched, which we may have cut in error or by pressure
of society? Here we are, a temple of living stones, seeking a deeper harmony and unity.
Don’t forget that the harmony which pervades our ranks starts with the harmony of the self.

From the Brightest Seat in the House,

Bro. Justin C. G. Garrett
Chaplain



The place where you toiled—the place you worked in the quarries. Where you knocked on
the door of the lodge and it was opened unto you. Where men looked upon you and saw a
future brother. I speak now of the mother lodge. Many a Mason has the great honor of
picking up and laying down his working tools in the same lodge. 

These men are our guidons, a stabilizing force within Masonry. However, like our ancient
brethren, many of our mother lodges and home lodges exist beneath different stars in their
canopies. Just as the operative Mason had to move on when the cathedral was finished in
order to continue applying his trade, so too must many of us move from place to place to
pursue our usual vocations. 

That brings me to my own mother lodge: Rising Virtue Lodge No. 4 (RV4) in Tuscaloosa,
Alabama. Like Fredericksburg No. 4, RV4 predates its state Grand Lodge. Established in
1819 under a charter from the Grand Lodge of Tennessee, it was one of the nine lodges that
formed the First Grand Lodge of Alabama. It survived both the extinction and the later
restoration of the Grand Lodge following the William Morgan Episode in 1936, when the
First Grand Lodge of Alabama was declared extinct and the Second Grand Lodge of
Alabama was formed. RV4 is also the longest continuously chartered lodge in Alabama.

13

Traveling Man:
Rising Virtue No. 4

by George Dunlap, Junior Deacon

Nine lodges formed the initial Grand Lodge of Alabama. These lodges held charters from
Kentucky, Tennessee, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. Two Louisiana lodges
existed prior to the creation of the Grand Lodge of Alabama in the coastal portions of the
future state, but neither survived to participate in the formation of the Grand Lodge
following statehood. 



Alabama is known for having very consistent work. At the Grand Lodge meeting in 1826, a
committee was established and chaired by the future Most Worshipful Brother James Penn,
who was raised in Marshall Lodge No. 39 in Lynchburg, Virginia—yes, that MW James
Penn. 

Most Worshipful Brother Penn is known as the “Father of the Alabama Ritual” and also the
“Father of Scottish Rite Masonry in Virginia.” He served as a Deputy District Grand Master
in Virginia from 1820–1821 and as Grand Master of Alabama in 1843 and 1844 (1). When
MW Penn left the state in 1848, his duties were assumed by the future Honorary Most
Worshipful Brother James McGinnis Brundidge, an initiate and pupil of MW Penn, who
became the final authority on work in Alabama until his death in 1901. HMW Brundidge’s
pupil, Brother Angus M. Scott, continued this stewardship until his own passing in 1915.
Together, these three brothers covered eighty-nine years of Alabama Masonic history.

Gould’s History of Freemasonry (3) offers the following observation: “By their sweetness of
spirit, their nobility of character, their purity of life, their charm of person, and their ability
as instructors, these three men left a lasting impression upon the Masonic Fraternity in this
State.”

It is arguable that, through the character and consistency of these men, Alabama reached a
critical mass that stifled so-called “innovations.” The Alabama Work, created and
maintained by the three brothers above, was apparently not a compromise of the work of
the five Grand Lodges that chartered Alabama lodges prior to the formation of the Grand
Lodge. Rather, it was a close adherence to—and implementation of—the system taught by
Brother Thomas Smith Webb, and therefore closely aligned with Brother Preston’s recorded
lectures (2).
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Rising Virtue Lodge No. 4 and Von Bayer Lodge No. 699, both located in Tuscaloosa,
Alabama, were destroyed by the EF4–EF5 tornadoes that struck the area in 2011. At that
time, the two lodges consolidated to preserve RV4 as it approached its bicentennial. The
lodge continued to meet at J. Collier Foster Lodge No. 906 across the Black Warrior River (7)
until the physical building was rebuilt and reopened in 2013. While I will have many
opportunities to share more of RV4’s history as I continue to discover it, suffice it to say that
RV4 predates the State of Alabama and has been integrally involved in the formation of
both the state itself and the First and Second Grand Lodges of Alabama.

I was able to visit my brothers at RV4 for a stated communication. There was a planned
Entered Apprentice degree, though it ultimately had to be rescheduled. Rising Virtue No.
4’s current Worshipful Master is Brother Jair Alfonso Lizarazo-Adarme, a PhD employed at
the local university (6). 

RV4 is located just blocks from the University of Alabama and enjoys significant crossover
among faculty, staff, and students. Alabama still requires a man to be twenty-one years old
before he can be made a Mason, so many of the students involved are graduate-level or
non-traditional students—much like I was. RV4 creates many Masons knowing they will
apply their trade elsewhere. Sometimes, the quarries are a long way from the buildings they
help complete. 
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As is customary, a fine meal was shared before the stated meeting, and the communication
proceeded without incident. I encourage all brothers to take a moment to remember their
mother lodge—and, if able, to pay her a visit. Dead Reckoning was the primary method of
navigation during the Age of Exploration, but its most important factor was always
knowing one’s starting point. 

Never forget your mother lodge.

(1) https://www.glofal.com/portfolio/mwpgm/james-penn-pgm-1843-1845/ 
(2) http://sirmon.us/FM%20Books/his-sketch.pdf 
(3) https://www.phoenixmasonry.org/goulds_history_volume_5.htm 
(4) https://www.tuscaloosanews.com/story/news/2013/08/10/risingvirtue-masonic-
lodge-no-4-holding-open-house-today/29909527007/ 
(5) https://scottishrite.org/blog/about/media-publications/journal/ article/current-
interest-alabama-lodges-destroyed-by-april-2011- tornado-merge-and-start-afresh/ 
(6) https://honors.ua.edu/2026/01/12/dr-jair-lizarazo-adarmeappointed-assistant-
director-of-capstone-experience/ 
(7) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Warrior_River



In music, it is said that certain tones, when precisely attuned, bring the mind
into harmony rather than agitation. It is said 432hz is such a tone. In like
manner, poetry and prose can also be a medium to steady thoughts and
temper passions.

The selections presented in Chapter 432 are drawn from the works of
Freemasons, writers traditionally associated with the Craft, and authors whose
words reflect the moral, symbolic, and philosophical spirit of Masonry. We
hope you enjoy these selections and selections in future Trestle Boards. 

Seth Roderick, WM

Chapter 432
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by Bro. Rudyard Kipling

If you can keep your head when all about you 
   Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,
If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you, 
   But make allowance for their doubting too;
If you can wait and not be tired by waiting, 
   Or being lied about, don't deal in lies, 
Or being hated, don't give way to hating, 
   And yet don't look too good, nor talk too wise:

If you can dream - and not make dreams your master; 
   If you can think - and not make thoughts your aim; 
If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster 
   And treat those two imposters just the same; 
If you can bear to hear the truth you've spoken 
   Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools, 
Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken, 
   And stoop and build 'em up with worn out tools:

If you can make one heap of all your winnings 
   And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss, 
And lose, and start again at your beginnings 
   And never breath a word about your loss; 
If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew 
   To serve your turn long after they are gone, 
And so hold on when there is nothing in you 
   Except the Will which says to them: ‘Hold on!’

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue, 
   Or walk with Kings - nor lose the common touch, 
If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you, 
   If all men count with you, but none too much; 
If you can fill the unforgiving minute 
   With sixty seconds' worth of distance run,
Yours is the Earth and everything that's in it, 
   And - which is more - you'll be a Man, my son!

If
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The Farewell To The Brethren Of St.
James's Lodge, Tarbolton

by Bro. Robert Burns

ADIEU! a heart-warm fond adieu;
Dear brothers of the mystic tie!
Ye favourèd, enlighten'd few,
Companions of my social joy;
Tho' I to foreign lands must hie,
Pursuing Fortune's slidd'ry ba';
With melting heart, and brimful eye,
I'll mind you still, tho' far awa.

Oft have I met your social band,
And spent the cheerful, festive night;
Oft, honour'd with supreme command,
Presided o'er the sons of light:
And by that hieroglyphic bright,
Which none but Craftsmen ever saw
Strong Mem'ry on my heart shall write
Those happy scenes, when far awa.

May Freedom, Harmony, and Love,
Unite you in the grand Design,
Beneath th' Omniscient Eye above,
The glorious Architect Divine,
That you may keep th' unerring line,
Still rising by the plummet's law,
Till Order bright completely shine,
Shall be my pray'r when far awa.

And you, farewell! whose merits claim
Justly that highest badge to wear:
Heav'n bless your honour'd noble name,
To Masonry and Scotia dear!
A last request permit me here,—
When yearly ye assemble a',
One round, I ask it with a tear,
To him, the Bard that's far awa.
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by Bro. Matthew Birkhead

Come let us prepare,
We Brothers that are
Assembled on merry occasion
Let's drink, laugh and sing:
Our wine has a Spring:
Here's health to an Accepted Mason,

The world is in pain
Our secrets to gain,
And still let them wonder and gaze on
They ne'er can divine
The Word or the Sign
Of a Free and an Accepted Mason.

'Tis this, and 'tis that.
They cannot tell what,
Why so many Great Men of the Nation
Should aprons put on,
To make themselves one
With a Free and an Accepted Mason.

Great Kings, Dukes and Lords,
Have laid by their swords,
Our myst'ry to put a good Grace on:
And ne'er been ashamed
To hear themselves named
With a Free and an Accepted Mason.

Antiquity's pride
We have on our side,
And it maketh men just in their station
There's nought but what's good
To be understood
By a Free and an Accepted Mason.

The Entered Apprentice’s Song
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We're true and sincere,
And just to the Fair:
They'll trust us on any occasion:
No mortal can more
The Ladies adore
Than a Free and an Accepted Mason.

Then join Hand in Hand,
To each other firm stand
Lets be merry, and put a bright face on:
What mortal can boast
So Noble a Toast
As a Free and an Accepted Mason.



While some of our Brothers were still in harm’s way at the frontier, many of our local
brethren held civic offices and were using their offices during this time to suppress a local
tyrant within government as well. Let us look at the story of the “Two Merry Masons” by
the names of Dr. John Sutherland and Robert Duncanson. 

These two good-natured brothers came to Fredericksburg in the 1740s and were felled by
the worst two plagues of their time; they were financially well off and they held no serious
responsibilities. Needless to say, they were constantly itching for entertainment and
excitement and thus found themselves often before the courts. For their character and
disposition, much of their antics was tolerated by both the people of the town and justices of
the courts, except one and these Masons would earn the animosity of one Judge Benjamin
Grymes. 

It was Brother Sutherland who especially enraged Judge Grymes, and Grymes would issue
a warrant for him “as a person of infamous character”. The other justices defended
Sutherland, but Grymes was a man of vicious disposition and a serious superiority complex
and as such there were many who would work to undermine his actions in order to spur his
overzealous rage. One such person was Brother Charles Dick, who as Sheriff would
regularly ignore these warrants, as did the other justices and this would enrage Justice
Grymes even more. 

But Brother Duncanson was not as fortunate as Brother Sutherland and one day, he found
himself removed from Judge Grymes’ courtroom and thrown into prison until he could post
bond for his good behavior. Despite this setback, Brother Duncanson made the most of his
incarceration and turned it into a party and celebration. Upon hearing of the public
celebration within the city jailroom, an enraged Grymes made report of this event to the
Lord Governor, witnessing and charging that the Sheriff "suffered and permitted"
Duncanson, “with sundry others to carry table, chairs, and liquor into the gaol, they there
revel till late into the night.” and that nothing came of Duncanson's sentence. 
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Fredericksburg Masonic History:
The "Jail Fest" of 1757

by Shelby Chandler, PDDGM
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There is no known record of any reprisal for this “Jail Fest”, but Judge Grymes will soon
after be removed by the Governor in order to “restore peace and harmony to that county”
and Grymes would be replaced by Brother Fielding Lewis as the new judge, at the request
of Charles Dick and the other justices. In Judge Grymes’ retirement, things only got worse.
On Aug. 1, 1794, one Brother Mason, Robert Gallaway, was riding his horse on a business
trip to King George County when he passed the home of Benjamin Grymes. Grymes
beckoned to him at the window, so Gallaway dismounted his horse and headed toward
him.

Grymes shot him twice in the left side. Gallaway died from those musket ball wounds and
now rests at the Fredericksburg Masonic Cemetery. Benjamin Grymes was later tried in
Fredericksburg District Court; the jury deliberated for 20 minutes before returning a verdict
of not guilty by reason of insanity. Grymes was sent to the Lunatic Hospital in
Williamsburg. According to Trip Wiggins of the Rappahannock Colonial Heritage Society,
for anyone who thinks that Benjamin Grymes got off easy, he didn’t. Prison would have
been preferable to that hospital.

Shelby Chandler, PDDGM
Tiler, Lodge Historian

Sources:
Rappahannock Gazette, Volume 11, Number 11, Page 5
Kristin Davis, "Once a year, Fredericksburg remembers many of its forgotten dead". Free
Lance Star, 28 Oct 2017



We have always been fascinated with what is over the next hill, the next mountain, what is
across the next river, that magnetic draw to the west ever since the first settlers landed on
the east coast of our land. Exploration always drew the brave and the fortune seekers. From
the early days of our history, from the French and Indian war, through the Revolution and
the establishment of our country we looked to the west for expansion. With the Lewis and
Clark expedition we learned about the vast amount of land to the west and, of course, the
valuable resources that were there. In the late 1840s the sirens call of “There’s gold in them
there hills out west in California,” hit the ears of many men and the westward migration
was in full force.

Once the gold played out, the allure of cheap land for farming kept the westward
movement alive. One area that most people traveling west, to California, went through was
Nevada. A staging area for crossing the Sierra Nevada mountains was Carson City. Like
many towns and cities in America it started off as a trading post. Initially it was part of the
large Utah territory, but many of the settlers were not fond of being governed by
bureaucrats in Salt Lake City many, many miles away. They started a movement to become
the Nevada Territory and named Carson City as its capital in 1858. The city is named for the
frontier explorer Kit Carson.

Many Freemasons were settlers of the area and desired the establishment of a Masonic
Lodge. The movement started in early January 1862 and, quick for that time, on February
13, 1862, a dispensation from the California Grand Lodge was presented to the brethren for
the establishment of a Lodge of F. & A. Masons in Carson City. It would be known as
Carson Lodge No. 154. One visitor to the Lodge, two weeks later, on February 27, 1862, was
a, Samuel L. Clemens, a strong Mason, also known as, “Mark Twain.” He visited the Lodge
and others many times as he resided in the area as a reporter for the Territorial Enterprise
newspaper.

by Vincent Travens

Go West Young Man:
The Establishment of
Masonry in Nevada
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“Go west young man.”
Horace Greely
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The Lodge was in a very similar position as the city once was. People in the city didn’t like
being governed by someone many miles away. Masons at the Lodge saw it the same way.
Although the California Grand Lodge was not that far away the chance of quick
communication with it was nil. So, in a way, similar to the Fredericksburg Lodge, it
performed the duties of a Grand Lodge. Lodges in the area would ask permission from the
Carson Lodge before submitting petitions to the Grand Lodge of California. It was not
usurping the authority of its parent Grand Lodge. It was serving as an advisory institution
and always deferred to the Grand Lodge which it was chartered to.

There were disagreements among the brethren during the time of the American Civil War as
there were Brothers from both constituencies belonging to the Lodge. Through the efforts of
the Worshipful Master and his Wardens the difficulties were overcome and Brotherly Love
prevailed. It was in the true spirt of what Masons have always adhered to in the saying,
“Harmony being the support of all institutions especially this of ours.”

Nevada became a Territory, cutting out a chunk of the Utah Territory, and in 1864 became
the 36 State of the Union. In 1864 there were discussions in the Carson Lodge about
establishing a Grand Lodge of Nevada but no action was taken. Another Lodge, Virginia
City, had been discussing it and looked at it from all angles, sent out a summons to all the
Lodges in Nevada to meet in Virginia City for the discussion and formation of a Grand
Lodge of Nevada on January 15, 1865. On January 17, 1865 all the Nevada Lodges
surrendered their California charters and received new ones signed by the newly elected
officers of the Grand Lodge of Nevada. Being the first Masonic Lodge in the area Carson
Lodge No. 154, under the California Grand Lodge, became Carson Lodge No. 1 on the rolls
of the Grand Lodge of Nevada.

California is known as the “Golden State” for the gold rush. Nevada is known as the “Silver
State” for the Comstock Load silver found under Virginia City. Both attracted many Masons
and their families to go west and find their future. Many of our country’s founding fathers
were Masons and many of the west’s civil leaders were Masons. We may travel to far off
lands and the one constant that will be the tenants of Freemasonry will always be with us.

“Go west young man.”

Worshipful Brother Vincent Travens
Carson Lodge No. 1, Grand Lodge of Nevada
Britannic Lodge of Madeira No. 134, Grande Loja Legal de Portugal



February—the month of love—offers a perfect moment to reflect on the principles that unite
us as Masons and members of the Order of the Eastern Star: Charity, truth, and loving
kindness. 

This month, Fredericksburg No. 29 Order of the Eastern Star (OES) is proud to celebrate the
initiation of four new members into our Eastern Star family. Their commitment strengthens
our chapter and renews our shared purpose of service, fellowship, and support for our
Masonic community. We extend a warm welcome and look forward to the light they bring
as we work side by side in service.  OES No. 29 celebrated a Brother’s 25-year anniversary
during our January meeting. When Jeremy Utt was presented with his 25-year OES
Anniversary pin. 

We echo and enthusiastically support the Grand Master of Virginia Masons, Matthew
Szramoski, and his Week 5 Challenge, encouraging Masons to join and actively support the
Order of the Eastern Star. OES provides a meaningful way for Masons to deepen their
involvement alongside family members and friends while advancing charitable works and
community outreach. Through OES, Masons can broaden their impact, strengthen bonds
across the Masonic family, and help ensure our traditions of service continue to thrive for
future generations.

As members of Historic Fredericksburg Masonic Lodge No. 4 and Fredericksburg No. 29
Order of the Eastern Star, we proudly live our shared motto: “Greater Together”. February
reminds us that love in action—multiplies our good works and strengthens our fraternity.
We invite the men of lodge 4 to consider joining our OES chapter, stand with us in service,
and experience firsthand how much stronger we are when we work—together. 

In closing, the Fredericksburg No. 29 OES donated to our Worthy Grand Matron’s Tunnel to
Towers quilt square project. Our chapter has donated 13 square blocks that will be joined
with other OES chapters from across the state of Virginia into a combined beautiful unique
quilt and donated to a Virginia veteran and/or injured first responder locally during the
OES Grand Chapter this coming May in Richmond, Virginia. 

by Sister Carrie Morton Combs

Greater Together:
Love, Charity, and

Brotherhood in Action
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Top Row L-R: Patrick McConnell, Angelina Johnston, Lainey Wine, Kelly O’Malley,
WM Melissa Allen, Jeremy Utt, James Ragsdale, Melissa Sullivan, Tommy Schroeder.

Bottom Row L-R: Joel Gibson, Carrie Morton Combs, Sue Hughes, Andrea Johnston,
Nydia Dockery, Mary Francis St John, Margarethe Anderson. 

Some of our quilt squares that
we donated to the Tunnel to

Towers Foundation. 

Fredericksburg No. 29 OES
Worthy Matron Melissa Allen
and 25-year member Masonic

Brother Jeremy Utt. 



Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 and Fredericksburg Area Museum were honored to be
represented at a truly memorable evening hosted by the Historic Port Royal Society, as the
community gathered at Port Royal Town Hall for a quarterly meeting highlighted by a
powerful living-history performance of Frederick Douglass, portrayed by acclaimed
historian and performer Nathan M. Richardson.

The evening reflected the very best of what historic preservation and public history can be:
Warm, welcoming, thoughtful, and deeply engaging. Members and guests from across the
region filled the hall, and both Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 and the Fredericksburg Area
Museum were proud to be present in support of Historic Port Royal and its important work
preserving the Old Port Royal Town Hall, Masonic Lodge, and Lyceum Building.

by Mike Dove, PM

An Evening of History,
Fellowship, and Community

in Port Royal
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History Comes to Life

Nathan M. Richardson’s portrayal of Frederick
Douglass was nothing short of captivating. With
commanding presence and remarkable
authenticity, Mr. Richardson brought Douglass’s
voice, intellect, and moral clarity vividly to life.
For a moment, the boundaries of time seemed to
fall away, and the audience found itself in direct
conversation with one of the most important
figures in American history.

The audience, young and old alike, was fully
engaged, hanging on every word. Questions,
reactions, and quiet moments of reflection
followed, a testament to the power of living
history when performed with care, scholarship,
and heart. It was truly like seeing history unfold
right before our eyes.

Mr. Nathan Richardson
as Frederick Douglass.
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A Shared Commitment to Preservation

Also featured during the evening was a special artifact reflecting the growing partnership
between Port Royal, Fredericksburg Lodge 4 and FAM. On display was a facsimile of the
1755 Kilwinning Crosse Masonic Lodge Charter, originally chartered in Port Royal, which
was recently donated by Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 to the Port Royal Museum. 
The charter stands as a tangible reminder of Port Royal’s deep Masonic heritage and of the
shared responsibility we all carry to safeguard these stories for future generations.

Seeing the charter displayed in the very town where that early lodge once met was a
powerful and fitting moment, underscoring the importance of collaboration between
lodges, museums, and local historical societies.

Gratitude and Fellowship

We extend our sincere thanks to Kerri Holland,
President of Historic Port Royal, for her warm
welcome and gracious hospitality. The sense of
community fostered throughout the evening was
evident in every detail, from the thoughtful
program to the friendly conversations shared
before and after the presentation.

A special thank-you is also due to “Cookie” Davis,
who generously provided baked goods and water
for all in attendance. It was a heartfelt gesture that
perfectly capped a wonderful night of learning,
fellowship, and goodwill.

This will certainly not be the last time we will join the fine folks of Historic Port Royal.
Evenings like this remind us why preservation matters, not only for the artifacts and
buildings we protect, but for the relationships and shared understanding they inspire!

Sincerely,

Mike Dove, PM
Junior Warden



Brethren, I would like to begin by apologizing for my late submission of this biography. I was
born in an Army hospital on Okinawa, Japan in 1973. Less than four years later the hospital
would be transferred to the Navy and in 1982 renamed Camp Lester (for those familiar with
Okinawa). My family moved back to the U.S. when I was ten months old, so I do not have
any memories of our time on Okinawa. My dad was an Army officer, so we moved around a
lot during my childhood, but we settled in Stafford in 1981. While I have no family
connection to Freemasonry, my parents instilled in me some of the same values found in
Freemasonry.

I graduated from North Stafford High School, served an enlistment in the Army and then
went on to college. During my undergraduate studies (Political Science major), I joined the
Sigma Chi fraternity. I now recognize similarities in Sigma Chi’s ritual and how the rituals &
values of some fraternal organizations were influenced by Freemasonry. In my senior year, I
decided to apply to graduate school with the hopes of getting into Virginia Tech’s MPA
program to stay in Southwest Virginia another two years. I was initially accepted at WVU.
Virginia Tech finally informed me of my acceptance on the day that I was going to mail my
enrollment paperwork to WVU.

I needed a job after graduate school and the United States Border Patrol was on a hiring
spree. A Sigma Chi brother, who is an ATF Special Agent, advised that Border Patrol Agent
experience would serve as a valuable steppingstone to a Special Agent position within the
federal government.  I accepted the Border Patrol’s offer and entered on duty when the
Border Patrol was still part of the Department of Justice (pre 9/11). I was assigned to a small,
but busy station in Naco, Arizona, a town on the U.S.-Mexico border about a mile South of
Bisbee, Arizona. I was sent on a three-month rotation to Shelby, Montana to bolster security at
the U.S.-Canada border in the aftermath of 9/11.

In late 2003, I was activated for Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) and I arrived in Baghdad in
January 2004. I was deployed for 15 months. While on deployment, I made friends with a
DoD civilian, who encouraged me to apply to his Agency. This became a 21-year friendship
with him serving as a mentor, until his sudden, unexpected passing last August. I went
through the Agency’s hiring process, shortly after returning home, and was offered a
position. I left the Arizona and moved back to Stafford. I would deploy for OIF one more time
in 2007, as well as deploy multiple times to the Middle East & Africa in support of Operation
Enduring Freedom, as well as more recently in support of Operation Inherent Resolve.
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Mike Scullin
Senior Steward

2026 Lodge Officer Introductions
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While I was a DoD civilian, I got to travel extensively throughout Western Europe,
Indonesia and Singapore. In 2013, I was selected for an Attaché assignment at the U.S.
Defense Attaché Office, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, where I served from 2014 to 2017.  I then
had a follow-on assignment in Tokyo, Japan, until late 2018. At that time, I experienced a
crisis of conscience, since my work was causing me to be absent from my daughter’s
formative years. In early 2019, I left the Agency and came back to DC to take a desk job
supporting U.S. Special Operations Command. My current job has me looking at threat
finance & delving into the world of cryptocurrency. 

I was initially exposed to Freemasonry while deployed with Bro. Rob Hughes in 2007. I
noticed the square & compass on his ring first, then later the same “layout” of park in
downtown Baghdad, as seen from overhead imagery. I asked Bro. Rob and he explained
that the park’s architect was a Brother. He further explained that while Freemasonry is
outlawed in most Middle Eastern countries, to include Iraq, some Iraqis had been initiated,
passed and raised. They held Lodge in secret and would intentionally leave signs of their
presence like the layout of the park.  While deployed to Afghanistan in 2011, I read
Freemasonry for Dummies and became interested in joining. Upon returning, I spoke with
Bro. Rob and asked about becoming a Mason. He was delighted and the first signer of my
petition.

March 2026 will mark my 13  anniversary of being raised to Master Mason, although I
consider myself relatively new to the Craft. I took a hiatus from Lodge No. 4, Shortly after
being raised, due to my impending overseas assignment and the general atmosphere within
the Lodge at the time. Wor. Charles Cooper was instrumental in convincing me to return to
Lodge No. 4. Upon returning in 2024, I was welcomed by Wor. Christopher Tripp and the
brethren. There was a noticeable, welcome change within the Lodge, as well as
opportunities to participate. I expressed an interest in serving as Tiler, so that I could both
be active and continue to learn. Wor. Mike Dove gave me that opportunity; I served as
Lodge No. 4’s Tiler for 2025. Wor. Seth Roderick then asked if I would consider serving as
Senior Steward for 2026. I accepted and have been serving in this capacity for a month. I
have recently set the goal, based on my renewed participation, to give my Master Mason’s
return (something I have yet to do).
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Outside of Lodge No. 4, I have served as Adjutant of Stafford American Legion Post 290 for
the past seven years and previously as Post Commander (2012-2014). I also serve as the
George Washington District’s representative on the Stafford County School Board’s Capital
Improvement Planning Advisory Committee for the past seven years. In my spare time, I
enjoy spending time with my daughter, travel, being outdoors (camping, fishing, hunting),
shooting, amateur photography, reading and dabbling in & expanding my knowledge of
cryptocurrency. I’m currently contemplating pursuing a lifelong dream of earning a
Doctorate in International Relations.



Brethren,

I’m writing to talk about initiating a Christmas Miracle Program at Fredericksburg Lodge 4.
The idea was proposed in 2025 by Wor. Michael Dove, based on his experiences with a
similar program in Denmark. Unfortunately, Lodge 4 was unable to implement this
program during Wor. Dove’s tenure due to all of the ongoing efforts at the Lodge. Wor.
Seth Roderick agreed and fully supports implementing the effort this year, with the hopes
that it might become a Lodge tradition.

Purpose: 

The Christmas Miracle at Lodge 4 is a heartfelt initiative rooted in the Masonic principles of
charity, community, and fellowship. Our goal is to create a warm and welcoming holiday
experience for families in need, ensuring they feel valued and supported during a
challenging time. This project exemplifies our commitment to service and compassion while
fostering goodwill that may inspire future connections with Lodge 4.

Event: 

Lodge 4 will work with the City of Fredericksburg Department of Social Services to identify
100 families in need. Lodge 4 would provide a holiday food basket for a holiday meal and
age-appropriate gifts for the children.

Information: 

Preliminary plans are to spend approximately $100.00 per gift box for a total cost of $10,000
to Lodge 4. The WM’s intent is to solicit charitable contributions from local businesses and
fundraise as necessary to cover the costs of the program. 

32

Christmas Miracle
Announcement

by Mike Scullin, Senior Steward



Event Overview:

1.  Welcoming Families in the Lafayette Room:
The Lafayette Room will be transformed into a festive space, complete with a lit
Christmas tree and seasonal décor to set the holiday spirit.
Gentle Christmas music will play in the background, creating a calm and joyful
atmosphere.
Members of the Order of the Eastern Star (OES) or Job’s Daughters will assist by
serving hot cocoa, Christmas cakes, and baked goods, ensuring all guests feel
warmly welcomed and cared for.

2.  Santa’s Gift Experience in the Anteroom:
A dedicated area will be set up for Santa Claus to distribute gifts to the children
accompanying their families.
Santa will be seated, and families will have the opportunity to capture memorable
photos with him.
Brethren will assist Santa, ensuring an organized and cheerful experience for
everyone.

3.  Brethren Engagement:
Lodge members will be present throughout the event to assist families, provide a
listening ear if needed, and extend heartfelt holiday greetings.
The emphasis will be on creating an environment where no family feels shame or
discomfort for receiving assistance. Instead, they should leave with a positive
memory of kindness and support.

All Brethren are encouraged to participate and make this a great event, which can become
part of Lodge 4’s legacy. If you have specific expertise with fundraising or similar events,
please contact Bro. Michael Scullin or Wor. Seth Roderick.
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Hand-Turned from the Masonic Cemetery of Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4
This limited-edition pen is crafted from historic black walnut wood reclaimed from the
Masonic Cemetery of Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4, Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons—a
site established in 1784 and resting place to generations of early Freemasons, their families,
and founders of the Fredericksburg community.

The walnut tree from which this pen was made stood for generations in the Walker–Benson
family section of the cemetery. Over decades of growth, the living tree gradually enveloped
the gravestones of Catherine Walker (1820–1821) and Mary Jane (Walker) Lewis Benson
(1776–1857) until their markers became visibly embedded within the trunk. When the tree
died of natural causes and was respectfully removed, a portion of its wood was preserved
so its remarkable history could continue.

Each pen in this series carries that story forward—transforming a natural memorial into a
lasting heirloom.

Historic Walnut Pens
Walker–Benson Series
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A Cemetery with National Significance
Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 organized in 1752 and
established its cemetery in 1784. Today, approximately
270 graves rest within its sandstone walls. Those
interred represent early Fredericksburg families from
England, Scotland, Ireland, Switzerland, and American
towns such as Boston and Williamsburg. Many
brethren buried here also served in the Continental
Army during the American Revolution, reflecting the
Lodge’s role in helping to shape both a community
and a nation.

Along the back wall lie the reinterred remains of
members of American Masonic Lodge No. 63, a Lodge
formed in 1799 that ceased to exist after the Civil War.
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Craftsmanship & Heritage
The Walker family was closely tied to early Fredericksburg craftsmanship. Alexander
Walker (1771–1830) was a respected cabinetmaker and town councilman, traditionally
credited with furniture associated with Mary Ball Washington. In that same spirit of artisan
skill, each pen is individually hand-turned, allowing the natural grain of the walnut—and
its history—to guide the final form.

Product Details
Material: Historic black walnut from the Masonic Cemetery
Craft: Individually hand-turned
Finish: Hand-polished for durability and natural beauty
Uniqueness: Each pen varies in grain, tone, and character

What’s Included
Hand-turned Historic Walnut Pen
Certificate of Authenticity detailing the wood’s provenance
Heritage Story Insert (Walker–Benson history)
Black Pen Box
Optional engraved Walnut presentation box (Purchase Separately)

Why This Pen Is Different
Made from a finite, historically documented source.
Directly connected to early American and Masonic history.
Crafted to honor remembrance, legacy, and continuity.
Ideal for Masons, historians, collectors, and meaningful gifts.
Once the preserved walnut supply is exhausted, no additional pens can be produced.

A Legacy You Can Hold
This pen is more than a writing instrument. It is a tangible connection to Fredericksburg’s
past, to the families interred within the Masonic Cemetery, and to the craftsmen who helped
shape an early American community.

Preserving the past, one pen at a time.

Visit the MasonicLodge4.org Store!

https://0r54vb-3m.myshopify.com/collections/historic-walnut-pen-walker-benson-series


36

Executive Roller Ball
$150

Fountain
$225

Executive
$125

Standard
$100

Presentation Box
$40



Lodge 4 & Little League

Lodge No. 4 will once again sponsor Spotsylvania Little League for the upcoming spring
season. This year, we have selected a Triple Sponsorship, supporting three teams—two
boys’ teams and one girls’ team, ages 10 and above. These age groups align perfectly with
eligibility for our Masonic youth organizations, making this a great opportunity for
outreach.

We may need a little help from the Brethren this year. We’ve been invited to host a table at
Little League Opening Day, and we plan to take full advantage of this opportunity. The
event will be held on April 18th at 8:00 a.m. at Patriot Park on Smith Station Road. Our goal
is to put Freemasonry out in the community, answer questions, and generate interest in our
youth groups. If you’re willing to join us at the table, your support would be greatly
appreciated.

In addition, each sponsored player will receive a Lodge 4 lapel pin to wear on their hat this
season. We also plan to invite the teams to the lodge for a pizza party—and who knows, it
may even lead to a future Brother knocking on the door.

Once the league schedule is released, we hope to organize a fraternal visit to one of the
games so we can cheer on our teams and show our support.

We often speak about supporting our youth groups, and this year we are taking that
commitment a step further—by sponsoring Little League and actively engaging with it to
help spark interest in our youth programs. If you are interested in helping with any part of
this effort, please let me know.

Jamie Snyder, PM
Treasurer
treasurer@masoniclodge4.org
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mailto:treasurer@masoniclodge4.org
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Fredericksburg Visitors Center – FXBG250 Open House 

The Fredericksburg Visitor Center will host an open house on Monday, February 2, from
5pm - 7pm, to kick off FXBG250, the citywide commemoration of America’s 250th
anniversary.

Local museums and organizations, including Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4, will host an
information table highlighting upcoming programming and ways the public can engage in
Fredericksburg’s 250-related initiatives.

Please stop by the Open House and review the various FXBG250 events this year. 
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https://secure.e2rm.com/registrant/TeamFundraisingPage.aspx?teamID=1037506
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https://beademolay.org/


George Weedon
Wreath Laying 2 PM
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Visit BricksRUs.com/DonorSite/FXBG4 to donate.

Reach hundreds of our Trestle Board readers! We
accept appropriate advertisements, payable in
advance. We reserve the right to refuse any ads that
do not meet our standards. Please contact us at
Secretary@MasonicLodge4.org for details.

Quarter-page ads $150 (12 months)
Half-page ads $250 (12 months)
Full-page ads $400 (12 months)

Advertise With Lodge No. 4

Support the Preservation of Our
Historic 1816 Lodge Building
Just one gift can contribute toward another 200
years of Freemasonry in Fredericksburg, and
earn you a brick on the Baker Room wall!

Visit the Lodge 4 Store to order now!

Visit Our Online Store
New to the shop: Commemorate 250 years of
American independence with this beautifully
crafted America 250 Masonic Lapel Pin—a
meaningful symbol of patriotism, brotherhood,
and the enduring principles shared by
Freemasonry and the founding of our nation.

Your
Ad

Here

https://www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/fxbg4
https://www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/fxbg4
mailto:Secretary@MasonicLodge4.org
https://0r54vb-3m.myshopify.com/products/america-250-masonic-lapel-pin
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Four New Education Pieces
by Bro. Bob Melvin

Listen Now on the Lodge 4-Cast
available on Spotify, Apple,
YouTube and Buzzsprout!

https://www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/fxbg4
https://www.buzzsprout.com/2541790/episodes/18505019
https://www.buzzsprout.com/2541790/episodes/18505070
https://www.buzzsprout.com/2541790/episodes/18505031
https://www.buzzsprout.com/2541790/episodes/18505036
https://lodge4cast.buzzsprout.com/
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Seth Roderick
John Lapke
Michael Dove, PM
James Snyder, PM
Christopher Tripp, PM
Joshua Miller
George Dunlap
Justin Garrett
Kenneth Carey
Shelby Chandler
Michael Scullin
Brian Hesler
Thomas Baker
Ethan Burgess

R.W. Dennis Berry, PDDGM - 2026
Wor. Chris Decker, PM - 2027

Wor. Dan Goodwin, PM - 2028
Wor. Chris Tripp, PM - 2029

Wor. Pat McConnell, PM - 2030

Funeral Committee
Website & Social Media
Buildings & Grounds
Finance
Sick & Widows
Archives

Justin Garrett
Ethan Burgess
Rand Sompayrac
Robert Brammer, PDDGM
Patrick McConnell, PM
Mike Dove, PM

Jeff Adams
Christopher Tripp, PM
Bob Melvin
Joseph Ilk
Justin Garrett

Lodge Blood Drive Coordinator
Lodge Instructor of Work
Lodge Education Officer
Masonic Home Ambassador
Lodge Catechism Chair

Committee Chairs

Lodge Program Officers

Worshipful Master
Senior Warden
Junior Warden
Treasurer
Secretary
Senior Deacon
Junior Deacon
Chaplain
Marshal
Tiler
Senior Steward
Junior Steward
Assistant Treasurer
Assistant Secretary

Trustees

2026 Lodge Officers

(703) 935-9781
(804) 441-5724
(540) 388-1001
(540) 903-2937
(540) 424-5767

sethroderick@protonmail.com
lapke.j@gmail.com
michaeldove79@gmail.com
treasurer@masoniclodge4.org
secretary@masoniclodge4.org
joshua.miller21@gmail.com
brogeorgelodge4@gmail.com
jaygarrett0214@gmail.com
buddy79@comcast.net
schandler@warbard.com
mscullin@gmail.com
bhesler@gmail.com
baker8359@gmail.com
secretary@masoniclodge4.org
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Wor. Carter. G. Wells
Wor. Rudolph E. Griffith
Wor. Henry W. Baker
Wor. Edward L. Donalson
R.W. Dennis W. Berry
Wor. Thomas C Shelton
Wor. William J. White
Wor. James R. Adams
Wor. Michael J. McCray
Wor. Steven M. Gallahan
Wor. Charles B. Pasto
Wor. J. Travis Walker
R.W. Daniel W. Thompson
R.W. W. Robert Brammer
Wor. Sheridan G. Harrod
Wor. Jene G. Parrotte
R.W. Steven W. Sanford
Wor. Richard D. Dey

Wor. Anthony L Rudder
R.W. Jeffrey D. St. Onge
Wor. Shelton S. Mackey
R.W. Shelby L. Chandler
Wor. Christopher J. Decker
Wor. Christopher R. Wilson
Wor. Jeffrey L. Mitchell
Wor. Jeffrey P. VanCuren
Wor. James L. Ragsdale
Wor. Michael T. Moses
Wor. Daniel T. Goodwin
Wor. James M. Snyder
Wor. Stanley R. Kennedy
Wor. Christopher S. Tripp
Wor. Joseph K. Gilkerson
Wor. Patrick F. McConnell
Wor. Michael J. Dove

1963
1974
1975
1983
1986
1988
1989
1992
1995
1996
1998
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006

2007
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2023
2024
2025

Living Past Masters


