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Virginia Charter -January 30, 1787  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  -April  
https://masoniclodge4.org/calendar-2/ 

Consult calendar on website for details and updates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

MASTERôs CORNER 
Brethren, April  is here, time for Spring cleaning and rooting for your favorite baseball team.   

I would like to thank everyone who attended the funeral of Worshipful Frank Jones.  The Masonic service was well 

attended by Brothers of Fredericksburg #4, E.H. Cann Daylight Lodge #1752, and the ACCA Shrine.  The service 

was led by Worshipful Chuck Cooper.  I am sure his wife Betty was pleased to see all of the Brothers pay their last 

respects to a good Brother and a good man.   

On March 4th George Washington Lodge #285 from New York State exemplified the Fellow Craft Degree by 

Passing one of their members our Lodge.  The ceremony was beautifully performed and was an excellent experience 

for all who attended to see how degree work is performed in other states.  March 4th is a significant date for George 

Washington Lodge #285 and Fredericksburg #4 as exactly 100 years ago, on that date, our Lodges met here in 

Fredericksburg to celebrate Brother George Washingtonôs Passing to Fellow Craft.  During that meeting in 1923 

Lodge #285 presented Lodge #4 with a silver cup that is still on display in the original Lodge Room.  

At the March Stated, Wor. Chris Decker (PM), Wor. Chuck Cooper (PM), and Bro. Kevin Valentine were each 

presented an Outstanding Service for 2023 Trowel award.  I will be presenting these at Stated meetings as a small 

token of appreciation for the great work that is being done at Lodge #4.  Thank you, Brethren for the work you do 

for this Lodge, the Brethren, and the community.   

I invite you to attend Aprilôs Pancake Breakfast (April 1st 800am ï 1000am $5.00) and our Stated meeting (April  

14th dinner at 630pm $20.00) and catch up with your Brothers and to meet and greet new Petitioners.  If you have 

not sat in Lodge for a while, no worries, we will provide a ñRusty Nailò class to anyone who feels they may need 

it and you can sit with a brother who will make sure you remember ñthe danceò.   

Remember, beginning in April, Stated meals will be increased to $20.00.  This is due to the inflation of the cost to 

prepare the meals.  I believe the caterer has done a wonderful job in providing a variety of excellent meals that 

healthy, tasty, with an excellent desert. 

With the uptick in petitions the Lodge is getting, we need Catechism Coaches.  All Coaches will need to complete 

a training session conducted by Wor. Christopher Tripp and be approved by him.  Training session dates/time will 

be forthcoming. 

The Grand Masterôs District Visit will be on June 10th at the Doswell Community Center. Tickets will be $25.00.  

 

On May 13th the OES will have their Craft Bazaar in the Baker Room.  Stop by and purchase some well made crafts.  

 

Please join me in welcoming 3 new Master Masons that were recently Raised in Lodge 4, Brotherôs Jeff Adams, 

Don Meyer, and Abdulkarim Assaad. 
 

If you have had a change of address, email address, or phone number make sure you update your new 

information in Grand View, we have received a few returned mailed correspondences that were sent out to 

the Brethren.    

 

Donôt forget to take a look at the Lodge Calendar (Calendar ï Fredericksburg Masonic Lodge No. 4 

(masoniclodge4.org)) to make sure you know what is going on with your Lodge.  



Have a happy Easter and a great April ! 

I will leave you with a quote by Brother and President Theodore ñTeddyò Roosevelt called ñThe Man in the 

Arenaò This is from a speech he gave in Paris, France, on April 23, 1910, shortly after leaving the office of the 

President. The speech was titled ñCitizenship in a Republicò.    

ñIt is not the critic who counts, not the one who points out how the strong man stumbled or how the doer of deeds 

might have done them better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred 

with sweat and dust and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs and comes short again and again; who knows the 

great enthusiasms, the great devotions, and spends himself in a worthy cause; who, if he wins, knows the triumph 

of high achievement; and who, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with 

those cold and timid souls who know neither victory nor defeat.ò 

Respectfully and Fraternally,  

  
Joe Gilkerson, Worshipful Master   

Fredericksburg Lodge #4  

George Washington's Mother Lodge  

 

ANNIVERSARIES & MILESTONES  

 
Thomas Schuler 68 years  George Harry Chapin  54 years  
Lester Ellsworth Wood  48 years  Joseph Lawrence Ilk  45 years  
Alexander Murray Campbell  43 years  Richard Dale Dey 40 years  
George Robert Walker  40 years  Steven Michael Gallahan 32 years  
Sheridan Gregory Harrod  26 years  Ralph Nelson Terry  25 years  
Peyton Franklin Carter  22 years  Marcus Eugene Simes 21 years  
Ali Bongo-Ondimba  19 years  George Ervin Brookman  15 years 
William Morrison  13 years  Scot Anthony Cooler  12 years  
Ross David Upchurch 12 years  Antonio Cox-Gutierrez  9 years  
Robert Lous Waslov  5 years  William Roger Clark  1 year  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SECRETARYôs CORNER 

 

 

Brethren, 

 

Welcome to SPRING! The Lodge is in better shape than it has been in years! The Lodge 

ceiling will be repaired with new plaster and paint once the weather warms up just a bit 

more.  

 

There are many projects going on in the building, which is to be expected in a 200+ year 

old building but I can assure you it is in good shape and the buildings and grounds 

committee, and the officers are doing an amazing job making sure it will still be standing 

for another 200 years. 

 

If you would like to purchase a brick for the wall in the Baker room please visit this link: 

 
https://www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/fxbg4?fbclid=IwAR3R3uEbAzNJLp9eMNUroNFKso3qiziNV6j-

T0Q8aq74ZhtSqJiUErQNxJ4 

 

One last bité.Letters from the Grand Master have gone out to those who are delinquent. Please contact 

the Lodge immediately if you are behind in your dues.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/fxbg4?fbclid=IwAR3R3uEbAzNJLp9eMNUroNFKso3qiziNV6j-T0Q8aq74ZhtSqJiUErQNxJ4
https://www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/fxbg4?fbclid=IwAR3R3uEbAzNJLp9eMNUroNFKso3qiziNV6j-T0Q8aq74ZhtSqJiUErQNxJ4


 
2023 LODGE OFFICERS 

 
Joseph Gilkerson gilkerson@hotmail.com (540) 907-7404 Worshipful Master 

Patrick McConnell patmccnnll@gmail.com (540) 809-1311 Senior Warden  

Dennis David ddavid@agendasec.com   Junior Warden 

Charles Cooper, PM ccooper627@cox.net (540) 371-5652 Treasurer 

Chris Decker, PM secretarylodge4va@gmail.com (540) 424-1028 Secretary 

James Snyder, PM jamie-snyder@usa.net  Asst. Treasurer 

Michael Dove michaeldove79@gmail.com  Senior Deacon 

Ken Carey buddy79@comcast.net   Junior Deacon 

Seth Roderick sethroderick@protonmail.com  Senior Steward 

Bill Clark Jr. william.r.clarkjr.67@gmail.com  Junior Steward 

Christopher S. Tripp, PM tripp4srramason@outlook.com   Chaplain 

Kevin Valentine vak242@yahoo.com  Marshal 

Shelby Chandler, PM schandler@epaladin.us  Tiler 

 

TRUSTEES 
        Dan Goodwin, PM ï 2023 Charles Cooper, PM ï 2024 Dennis David ï 2025 

      Dennis Berry, PM ï 2026 Chris Decker, PM ï 2027  

 

PROGRAM OFFICERS 
Lodge Blood Coordinators Lodge Instructor of Work  Lodge Education Officer 

 Christopher S. Tripp, PM Bob Melvin 

Masonic Home Ambassador Lodge Catechism Chair Lodge Almoner 

Ken Carey Christopher S. Tripp, PM Patrick McConnell 

 

LIVING PAST MASTERS  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wor\ Carter. G. Wellséééééé 1963  Wor\ Jene G. Parrotteéééééé 2004 

Wor\ Rudolph E. Griffithéééé... 1974  R\W\ Steven W. Sanfordéééé.. 2005 

Wor\ Henry W. Bakeréééééé 1975  Wor\ Richard D. Deyéééééé. 2006 

Wor\Edward L. Donalsonéééé.. 1983  Wor\ Anthony L Rudderééééé 2007 

R\W\ Dennis W. Berryéé.ééé 1986  R\W\ Jeffrey D. St. Ongeéééé. 2009 

Wor\Thomas C Sheltonééééé. 1988  Wor\ Shelton S. Mackeyééééé 2010 

Wor\William J. Whiteéééééé 1989  Wor\ Shelby L. Chandleréééé... 2011 

Wor\James R. Adamséééééé 1992  Wor\ Christopher J. Deckerééé... 2012 

Wor\Robert W. Benishééééé.. 1993  Wor\ Christopher R. Wilsonééé.. 2013 

Wor\Michael J. McCrayééééé 1995  Wor\ Jeffrey L. Mitchelléééé.... 2014 

Wor\Steven M. Gallahanéééé... 1996  M\W\ Jeffrey P. VanCurenééé.. 2015 

Wor\ Charles B. Pastoééééé... 1998  Wor\ James L. Ragsdaleéééé.... 2016 

Wor\ J. Travis Walkerééééé... 2000  Wor\ Michael T. Mosesééééé. 2017 

Wor\ Daniel W. Thompsonééé... 2001  Wor\ Daniel T. Goodwinéééé... 2018 

R\W\ W. Robert Brammerééé... 2002  Wor\ James M. Snyderééééé.. 2019 

Wor\ Sheridan G. Harrodéééé... 2003  Wor\ Stanley R. Kennedyéééé.. 
Wor\ Christopher S. Trippéééé. 

2020 
2021 
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When staging y our home f or sale, remember not e verybody is a dog or c at lo ver. If you ha ve pets, get all rugs
steam cleaned and be e xtr a vigilant about v acuuming and w ashing surf aces. BuyǸɶɾ ǱɐɅẏʌ ʭant t o w alk int o a
home and see a bo wl f ull o f dog f ood, smell the kitty litt er bo x or ha ve pet hair stuck t o their clothes. It will giv e
buy ers the impression y our home is not clean. When sho wings happen, mak e sure y ou ha ve a plan in plac e to
conc eal the critt ers..

Thinking of selling your home?
NOW IS THE PERFECT TIME WHILE INVENTORY IS STILL VERY LOW!

Call me for a free valuation of your home!

LISA McCONNELL
540-273-0203

Berk shire Hatha way HomeSer vices PenFed Realty
Lisa McLisa Mc CConnellonnell
Licensed Real Estat e Agent
540-273-0203540-273-0203
LLisa@VickieClarkJennings.cisa@VickieClarkJennings.c omom

3106 Plank Road Fredericksburg, VA 22407
É2023BHH Affiliates, LLC. Real Estate Brokerage Services are offered through the network member franchisees of

BHH Affiliates, LLC. Most franchisees are independently owned and operated. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and

the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire

Hathaway affiliate. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your property is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as

a solicitation. Equal Housing Opportunity .



 



 

Ian Nunya-Smith
Loan Originator   NMLS 1816919

Office  (443) 699-7055

Mobile  (410) 562-6414

ian.nunyasmith@primelending.com

lo.primelending.com/ ian.nunyasmith

209 West St, Ste 304

Annapolis, MD 21401

* All loans subject to credit approval. A qualification is not an approval of credit and does not signify that underwriting requirements have been met. Conditions and restrictions apply. All loans subject to credit approval. Rates and fees subject to change. 

É2022 PrimeLending, a PlainsCapital Company (PrimeLending). (NMLS: 13649) Equal Housing Lender.

PrimeLending is licensed by the MD Dept. of Labor, Licensing & Regulation - lender lic no. 11058. v010918


